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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGEPRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE
Term 3 Wraps up!
As Term 3 comes to a close, it’s a great 
time to reflect on what has been a busy, 
challenging and rewarding term for our 
students and staff.
Throughout the term, our students have 
demonstrated incredible resilience, 
determination and growth. Whether 
it was preparing for assessments, 
participating in enriching extracurricular 
activities (highlighted throughout this 
newsletter), receiving achievement awards 
or supporting one another inside and 
outside the classroom, the strong sense of 
community that defines Braybrook College 
has truly shone through.  A heartfelt thank 
you to all staff who went above and beyond 
to make these opportunities possible.

2025 Drama Production – “PUFFS”
Congratulations to all students and staff 
involved in our recent school drama 
production, ‘PUFFS’, or Seven Increasingly 
Eventful Years at a Certain School of 
Magic and Magic. The show received 
overwhelmingly positive feedback, with 
many describing it as “pure magic!” as 
three “Puffs” characters tried to navigate 
life at Wizard School.  Special thanks to 
Drama staff Alex Joy, Kathryn McLeod and 
Claire Wilkinson for their efforts in bringing 
this fantastic community event to life. I 
can’t wait to see what 2026 has in store!

Upcoming Year 12 Practice Exams
Our Year 12 students are nearing the final 
stages of their secondary education, with 
VCE exams fast approaching. To our Year 
12s - use the upcoming break wisely.  
Rest and recharge, but also make time to 
revise ahead of your Practice Exams in the 
second week of the holidays. The finish line 
is in sight and your teachers and the entire 
school community are here to support you 
every step of the way.

2025 School Review – Shaping Our 
Future Together
This term, we undertook our compre-
hensive 2025 School Review, engaging 
Leading Teachers, Faculty and Portfolio 
Leaders, classroom teachers, education 
support staff, students and parents in a 
collaborative process.
The Review marked the conclusion of our 
current Strategic Plan (2022–2025) and 
guided the development of the new Strate-
gic Plan (2026–2029), outlining clear goals, 
measurable targets and focused improve-
ment strategies. Together, we validated 
our Pre-Review Self-Evaluation, which 
captured our achievements and growth 
across student learning, wellbeing and en-
gagement.  We also analysed key data sets 
- NAPLAN, VCE and Attendance and con-
ducted classroom observations to assess 

our progress and chart the next phase of 
the college’s journey.
I wish to extend my heartfelt thanks to the 
Review Panel who worked closely with us 
across four days (1st, 3rd, 8th and 15th 
September):
•	 Lucy Glover (Reviewer)
•	 Karen Harris (Acting Senior Educa-

tion Improvement Leader)
•	 Danny Dedes (Principal, Taylors 

Lakes SC)
•	 Laurence Guttmann (Principal, West-

ern English Language School)
•	 Suzie Bourne (School Council Pres-

ident)
•	 Lance Ferguson (School Council Vice 

President)
•	 Principal Class Members: Arlene Bai-

ley, Mary Liokos and Sean McMahon
 	
I would also like to acknowledge our 
School Improvement Team, comprising 
of our Principal Class Team and Leading 
Teachers for their leadership throughout 
the review. Their dedication, expertise and 
unwavering commitment to our students 
and the pursuit of excellence at Braybrook 
College were evident throughout the pro-
cess. 

And finally, a heartfelt thank you to our 
wonderful Education Support Staff, 
whose behind-the-scenes efforts, includ-
ing organising the catering across all re-
view days, helped ensure everything ran 
smoothly.  Your support and attention to 
detail contributed greatly to the welcoming 
and professional atmosphere experienced 
by all.

Parent/Teacher Interviews
A sincere thank you to all staff, students 
and parents who participated in the recent 
Parent/Teacher Interviews. We hope these 
conversations provided an opportunity 
for families to connect with teachers and 
gain valuable insights into each student’s 
progress and areas for improvement.  If 
you were unable to attend, please don’t 
hesitate to contact your child’s Year Level 
Coordination Team to follow up.

Looking Ahead to Term 4
Term 4 will bring many significant 
milestones, including final assessments, 
graduation ceremonies and transition 
programs. I encourage all students to 
return refreshed and ready to finish the year 
with focus and purpose.
Wishing all families a safe, restful and 
enjoyable break.  We look forward to 
welcoming everyone back on Monday, 6th 
October. And don’t forget, daylight savings 
begins at 2:00am on Sunday, 5th October, 
so remember to move your clocks forward 
one hour!
 
Kelly Panousieris

In August, Ms McLeod, Ms Vettos and the Year 11 and 12 Theatre Studies students 
attended the Musical, Kimberly Akimbo at the Arts Centre Melbourne. In VCE Theatre, 
students attend professional performances as part of their study. Everyone agreed 
that the show was excellent, and that there would be lots to analyse and evaluate 
across acting, directing and design!

PISA 2025PISA 2025
On the 28th August, 25 Braybrook College 
randomly selected students aged around 15 years 
old, participated in the PISA Testing.

PISA (the Program for International Student 
Assessment) is the world’s largest student 
assessment, involving around half a million 15-year-
old students from nearly 100 countries.

In Australia, PISA is part of the National Assessment 
Program (NAP), which includes all assessments 
endorsed by the Education Council of the Australian 
Government.   Participation in PISA is mandatory 
for all selected schools, in accordance with the 
Education Act 2013.

TERM 3 SNAPSHOTSTERM 3 SNAPSHOTS

In 2026, Braybrook College will give Year 11 students the chance to undertake an 
outsourced VET program through AGA and VU. A keen group of Year 10s visited the 
AGA Deer Park campus on 19 August, where they toured the facilities and explored 
training pathways in carpentry, electrical work and plumbing. Those who choose to 
enrol will spend one day per week offsite, while continuing their studies at Braybrook 
for the remaining four. The College is excited about the doors this initiative will open 
for young people pursuing careers in skilled, hands-on industries.

Braybrook College was invited to attend a tour of the new Footscray Hospital.   Five 
students accompanied Ms Archer on the tour, which was also attended by Ms Lizzie 
Blandthorn MP and Ms Sarah Connolly MP.   The tour enabled us to look around the 
new buildings prior to its opening in 2026.   This was a fabulous opportunity to see 
this new asset for the local community.

PISA is conducted every three years and assesses 
how well students can apply their knowledge 
and skills to real-world situations.   It evaluates 
their ability to analyse, reason and communicate 
effectively as they examine, interpret and solve 
practical problems.

Australia’s participation in PISA provides valuable 
insights into the strengths of the national education 
system, as well as areas where improvement is 
needed.   The results help education authorities 
across Australia evaluate the effectiveness of their 
systems and learn from the policies and practices 
of other countries.

Mary Liokos - Assistant Principal

In 2022 Australian 15-year-olds compared to 
their peers in other countries reported:

I agree, I am curious about 
many different things.

Australia
80%

Norway
71%

I feel safe on my way to 
school.

Australia
95%

France
88%

 I agree, it is important to me 
that my friends are OK.

Australia
91%

Korea
73%

I feel like I belong at school. Australia
70%

United Kingdom
64%

I agree I handle stress well. Australia
35%

Germany
42%

Every day, or almost every day 
my parents ask me what I did 

at school today.
Australia

60%
Japan
42%

Braybrook College recently hosted ‘The Joy of Being Me’, an engaging presentation 
delivered by Angelica from ‘This Is Your Body’. The session supported Year 8 stu-
dents’ social and emotional learning by promoting self-awareness, self-compassion 
and critical thinking about media messages, helping students develop healthier body 
image and stronger emotional wellbeing.



What another inspiring Science Week. Many students par-
ticipated in heaps of activities this year at both lunch time 
and in the library and everyone engaged with the 2025 
theme which was decoding the universe.  

We ran a session on Fibonacci numbers and flowers where 
students could look for the hidden mathematical world hid-
den in flowers and plants. Then the Science laboratory was 
packed full of students for the annual slime making session 
with students making gooey concoctions they could take 
home. Later in the week students explored the mathemati-
cal science in the quantum world looking at lasers and how 
waves can be used to examine a hidden scientific realm. 

At the end of the week, the competition heated up as teams 
worked to win trivia in the library and in homegroups. On 
the last day of Science Week, teams were challenged by an 
astronomy themed Escape Room where they had to save 
an astronaut from a crashing space craft. 

I don’t think I can ignore the amount of students that partic-
ipate in and completed the Scavenger Hunt this year which 
was impressive especially given we tried to make the task 
even harder this year. Even the colouring in competition 
produced some beautiful designs that will be displayed in 
the Science Centre. 

None of this would have been possible without the amazing 
team of Science teachers, Lab Techs, Admin staff and oth-
er helpful teachers. Thank you for helping make this week 
amazing.  

Until next year. Stay curious.
 
Matthew Greer – Science Coordinator

SCIENCE WEEKSCIENCE WEEK

WHAT A 
TRANSFORMATION!

The theme for Numeracy Week 
was “What a Transformation!” 
Transformations are mathematical 
operations, including flips, rotations, 
slides and reflections. The week 
was full of transformation-themed 
lunchtime and online activities with 
over 190 individual entries across all of 
the activities on offer, and 17 classes 
participating in the Mathletics Class 
Challenge.
 
All entrants received House points, but 
the big winners were:
•	 Student Lolly Jar: Quy Ngoc 

Ngan Tran of 7A (with a guess of 
512 - the actual number was 506!)

•	 Staff Lolly Jar: Mr Cholewinski  
(with a guess of 926 - the actual 
number was 942!)

•	 Mathletics Challenge: Ms Mieu’s 
Year 10 Intermediate Maths class

•	 Reflective Bart Colouring 
Competition:  Aonnesha Roy 9J                                                  

The entries highlighted not only the 
numeracy skills of our students but 
also their willingness to get involved in 
fun group activities.
A big thank you to all of the staff and 
students who got involved, whether in 
the classroom, at lunchtime or at home. 
Numeracy Week was a wonderful 
reminder of how creative, collaborative 
and enjoyable mathematical thinking 
can be!

Rebecca Thom & Catherine van Vliet – 
Numeracy and Maths Coordinators

NUMERACY WEEKNUMERACY WEEK
This year’s Book Week was filled with 
creativity, excitement and a strong 
sense of adventure. Student Librarians, 
April Hynes (9H) and Aaliyah Martin (9H) 
designed an adventure themed Kahoot, 
while Sam Huynh (9H), Yasmina Men-
zenoff (8J), Kloe Nguyen (7H), Grace 
Ngo (7I), Kaylee Vo (7I) and Kayla Vo (7I) 
added colour and flair through their dec-
orating and planning ideas.

Across the week, students joined in 
lunchtime events such as Kahoot, Book-
mark Making, Bookish Bingo, Bookish 
Speed Dating and the Book Quote Chal-
lenge providing opportunities to test 
their trivia knowledge, unleash creativity 
and discover new favourite reads. Com-
petitions like the Emoji Quiz, Stories on 
the Map, Match the Teacher to the Tale, 
Silhouette Hunt and Colouring-In kept 
the fun going, earning house points, 
prizes and plenty of laughter along the 
way.  With collaborative entries and vi-
brant displays, the Library came alive 
with adventure all week long!

Special thanks to our Student Librarians 
and Kahoot creators, for their creativity, 
decorating, and planning contributions.

LaToya Donnellan – Library Coordinator

BOOK WEEKBOOK WEEK

On Tuesday, 12th August, the Year 9 and 10 Boys’ Futsal 
team proudly represented Braybrook College at the divi-
sional round. The students displayed great teamwork, de-
termination and skill throughout their matches. Although 
they did not progress to the next stage, the team should 
be commended for their effort. 

Chris Martino – Futsal Coach

YEAR 7 AND 8 FUTSALYEAR 7 AND 8 FUTSAL

On Wednesday, 3rd September, the Year 7 and 8 Girls’ 
Futsal team competed in the divisional round. The team 
went through undefeated, winning every match. They have 
now qualified for the next stage of the competition – con-
gratulations to all players on this outstanding achievement!

YEAR 9 AND 10 FUTSALYEAR 9 AND 10 FUTSAL



Environment Week  was a great suc-
cess, providing students with an oppor-
tunity to learn about our local environ-
ment and how we can care for it in a 
sustainable way. 

Environment Week involved lunchtime 
activities, such as our Maribyrnong 
River walk with Alex Thomas from the 
Maribyrnong River and Waterways As-
sociation and creating “seed bombs” 
for spreading native plants in our local 
gardens. 

It also involved our Year 7 Environment 
Day, where Year 7 students participate 
in environment related learning all day. 
This year, Environment Day activities 

GREEN TEAMGREEN TEAM

Green Team Inspires at the Year 7 & 8 Combined Assembly
On 7th August, the Green Team proudly took the stage at the 
Year 7 and 8 Combined Assembly, recruiting new members 
and inspiring many students to take action on climate change 
and pollution. The Green Team is dedicated to finding practical 
ways to address these global challenges within our school 
community.

At the beginning of the year, I joined the Green Team with the 
hope of making a difference. Initially, I felt uncertain and lacking 
in confidence, but that quickly changed. Speaking alongside 
my fellow Green Team members – Rebethca, Safia, Fiza and 
Isi – I faced my nerves head-on.

As I stepped up to talk, my fear seemed to melt away. I 
spoke about the impacts of climate change on people and 
housing,and why it is one of the most pressing issues of our 
time. The applause from the Year 7s and 8s filled me with pride 
and a sense of accomplishment. In that moment, I realised that 
not only had I found my voice, but I had also taken my first real 
step toward making a difference.
Samuel Nguyen  – 9B

Our Year 12 VCE VM students re-
cently visited the historic Trades 
Hall in Carlton to learn about 
the important role unions have 
played in shaping the workplace 
rights we enjoy today. This is an 
important unit in Work Related 
Skills. The visit gave students a 
powerful insight into the struggles 
and sacrifices made by workers in 
the past to achieve fair pay, safe 
working conditions and respect at 
work.

As many of our students prepare 
to enter the workforce for the first 
time, early education on work-
place rights, health and safety 
and how to deal with bullying or 
discrimination is vital. Knowing 
these rights helps young people 
feel safe, informed and confident 
as they begin their working lives.

During the day, students par-
ticipated in workshops on Your 
Rights at Work and Bullying and 
Discrimination, where they dis-
cussed real-world scenarios and 
learned strategies to deal with 
workplace challenges. They also 
enjoyed a guided tour of Trades 
Hall, gaining a deeper apprecia-
tion of the building’s history and 

VISIT TO TRADES HALLVISIT TO TRADES HALL

Our Applied Learning and VCE VM students recent-
ly took part in the Road Smart Interactive Program, an 
engaging initiative developed by the TAC in partnership 
with the Melbourne Museum.

This state-of-the-art program uses immersive technol-
ogy to guide students through interactive experiences, 
encouraging them to reflect on their role in reducing road 
trauma. Students found the session highly engaging and 
valuable, as it sparked meaningful discussions about 
road safety and the responsibility we all share in keeping 
our community safe.

Programs like Road Smart Interactive not only support 
our students’ learning but also promote positive con-
versations among staff, students and the wider school 
community, helping to build a safer and healthier envi-
ronment for everyone.
Maria Petrides – Applied Learning Coordinator

ROAD SMART ROAD SMART 
INTERACTIVE PROGRAMINTERACTIVE PROGRAM

included exploring different ecosys-
tems through Virtual Reality, learning 
about storms and climate change 
from an expert in meteorology 
(weather), learning about recycling 
with Maribyrnong Council, creating 
recycled plastic objects and watch-
ing a “live podcast” with members 
of our very own student-led Green 
Team. 

Thank you to all students and staff 
who participated in the day. We look 
forward to an even bigger and better 
Environment Week next year! 

Zachary Borzovoy – 
Environmental Coordinator

ENVIRONMENT WEEKENVIRONMENT WEEK

OPEN MIC STORYTELLING WORKSHOP OPEN MIC STORYTELLING WORKSHOP 
Thursday 21 August 2025, 

Melbourne Arts Centre
Seventeen Power Collective students from 
Years 7–10 took part in an inspiring Open 
Mic Storytelling Workshop with writer, co-
median, and broadcaster Taku Mbudzi at 
the Melbourne Arts Centre, Southbank.

Guided by Taku, students explored the 
art of storytelling through mind-mapping, 
writing exercises, performance prompts 
and speaking activities designed for all ex-
perience levels. The workshop built confi-
dence, strengthened public speaking skills 
and gave every student the chance to share 
their voice in a supportive, creative environ-
ment.

This year, our school community came 
together to celebrate Wear It Purple Day 
with a casual clothes day and a fun lunch-
time Kahoot in the Library. The day was 
all about showing support for LGBTQIA+ 
young people and creating a safe, inclu-
sive environment for everyone.

Thanks to the generosity of students and 
staff, the SRC raised an incredible $1,330 
for Minus18, helping fund programs 
and resources that support queer youth 
across Australia.

The highlight of the day was the Kahoot, 
organised and hosted by the Wavelength 
student group, where students tested 
their knowledge and had plenty of lollies. 

WEAR IT PURPLE DAY 2025WEAR IT PURPLE DAY 2025

the movement it represents.

Maria Petrides – 
Applied Learning 
Coordinator

With laughter, courage and creativity at the heart of 
the day, students discovered new ways to tell their 
own stories and connect with an audience. A huge 
thank you to Taku for sharing her expertise.
Virginia Hobbs – 
Equal Opportunity Coordinator

The atmosphere was full of colour, pride, and pos-
itivity, reminding us all of the importance of accep-
tance and visibility.

A huge thank you to everyone who dressed up, 
donated, and joined in.

Virginia Hobbs – Equal Opportunity Coordinator



u

This term, the college celebrated the 
Semester 1 efforts of many of our students.  

The students who were rewarded demonstrated a strong 
and consistent dedication to their studies.  It is hoped that 

this commitment and conscientiousness continues and 
that they maintain their strong work ethic so that they can 

achieve every possible success.

JUNIOR SUB-SCHOOLJUNIOR SUB-SCHOOL

SENIOR SUB-SCHOOLSENIOR SUB-SCHOOL

CELEBRATING STUDENT ACHIEVEMENTSCELEBRATING STUDENT ACHIEVEMENTS

MIDDLE SUB-SCHOOLMIDDLE SUB-SCHOOL

CONGRATULATIONS FOR A WONDERFUL PERFORMANCECONGRATULATIONS FOR A WONDERFUL PERFORMANCE


