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As the year draws to a close, we have certainly NOT 
slowed down.  Over the past few weeks, we have 
celebrated the achievements of our Year 12 Class 
of 2019 at their Graduation Evening; Year 10s and 
11s have completed their START programs where 
they commenced their 2020 courses; we enjoyed 
the exceptional talents of our Music students at the 
end of year Music Concert, recognised students’ 
co-curricular talents at the House Awards afternoon 
as well as announcing the House Captains for next 
year and congratulated all students who received 
academic and encouragement awards at our annual 
Awards Evening.  The Year 7 and 8 students also 
participated in a fun-filled Adventure Park Excursion, 
a jam-packed House Challenge Day and finished the 
year displaying their competitive problem-solving 
skills to complete their STEM projects.  Well done, 
everyone!

Middle Years Literacy and Numeracy Support 
Strategy (MYLNS) 
It was announced earlier this term that we will 
receive further MYLNS funds for 2020 to allow for 
targeted teacher support in Literacy and Numeracy. 
This time will be used to:
• Assist Year 10 and 11 students identified 

in the 2018 and 2019 Year 9 NAPLAN tests 
as performing below the National Minimum 
Standard and

• Build teacher capability in literacy

Reports
Staff have now finalised their reports and these will 
be posted out with this newsletter.  Congratulations 
to the many students who performed well as a result 
of good study habits and engagement in the learning 
process.  For those who feel they could improve, 
this is an opportunity to set some goals and work 
towards these throughout 2020.  It is important 
to note that the reports provide a summary of the 
progress of each student at this point in time and 
should be viewed as part of the overall educational 
journey of each individual student.  If you have any 
concerns about your child’s progress, please do not 
hesitate to contact their Year Level Team.

Grade 6 Orientation
We welcomed our new Year 7s to the college during 
Orientation Day on 10th December. Nerves were put 
aside as students met their 2020 teachers and class-
mates and by the end of the day, although many 
students looked exhausted, they reported to have 
had a fun-filled day. New and exciting experiences 
will now await them when they return to school for 
their three-day Induction Program at the start of 
next year.   Thanks to the availability of government 
equity funds, the students and their families were 
thrilled with our announcement that all Year 7s will 
receive a free lock ($15) and a college blazer ($165) 
to commence their Braybrook College journey.  

Farewell and Thank you 
As we plan for 2020, I would like to acknowledge 
and thank the following staff who will be leaving us 
at the end of the year:
Mr Nathan Beck – transferring to St Joseph’s 
College in Echuca after 11 years of service during 
which he became a Leading Teacher, led the Sci-
ence Faculty and introduced the STEM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Maths) program to 
the school in 2017 
Ms Morag Brennan - taking Family leave until Term 
4 next year 

IMPORTANT DATES TO 
REMEMBER

THE UNIFORM SHOP
During the Year - The Uniform Shop is 

open every Monday lunchtime between 
12.36 and 1.20pm and Tuesday after 

school between 3.06 and 4.00pm
Especially for the start of the 

2020 School Year - 
Uniform measurements and sales will 

occur on:  (Days before school starts) 
Wednesday 22nd, January 2020

(9.00am-4.30pm)
Tuesday 28th January, 2020 

(10.00am-4.30pm)
Wednesday 29th January, 2020

(3.00pm-5.00pm)
Uniforms can also be purchased online 

at www.dcsuniforms.com.au
2020 - BOOK ORDERS

Books ordered from our supplier Campion 
School Supplies through the booklist will be 
available for pick-up from the Library on:
WEDNESDAY, 22ND JANUARY 2020

9.00am - 4.30pm
Please note:  If families do not collect books on this 
day, only pre-paid books will be kept for collection 
when school resumes. (from the General Office)

SCHOOL TERMS
TERM 1:    29TH JANUARY - 27TH MARCH
TERM 2:    14TH APRIL - 26TH JUNE
TERM 3:    13TH JULY - 18TH SEPTEMBER
TERM 4:    5TH OCTOBER - 18TH DECEMBER

YEAR 9 PARENT INFORMATION EVENING
WEDNESDAY 5TH FEBRUARY
YEAR 11 FOCUS DAY AT 
VICTORIA UNIVERSITY

WEDNESDAY 5TH FEBRUARY
YEAR 12 STUDY DAYS AT 
MELBOURNE UNIVERSITY

THURSDAY 6TH AND FRIDAY 7TH FEBRUARY
YEAR 7 WELCOME BBQ

WEDNESDAY 12TH FEBRUARY
SWIMMING CARNIVAL

FRIDAY 14TH FEBRUARY
SCHOOL PHOTOS

WEDNESDAY 19TH FEBRUARY

YEAR 11 PARENT INFORMATION EVENING
WEDNESDAY 5TH FEBRUARY

Mr Andrew Byrne – transferring to Prahran High 
after 7 years of service during which he worked 
tirelessly to rejuvenate the Drama Faculty area, 
expertly delivered numerous drama productions 
and introduced our students to Wakakirris
Ms Sarah Foster – returning to Laverton SC after 
a year at the college teaching mainly Humanities 
and senior Psychology 
Ms Gullinar Gafar – who has decided to retire after 
28 years at the college.  Ms Gafar worked tirelessly 
over the years to create a very dynamic and suc-
cessful English As an Additional Language (EAL) 
Faculty area. It’s a testament to her enthusiasm 
and skills that our EAL area continues to thrive. 
Mr Timothy Garde - leaving after a year at the col-
lege teaching in the Commerce Faculty
Ms Catherine Gregory – transferring to Hazel Glen 
College in Doreen after 5 years of service teaching 
English and leading the Literacy Faculty this year
Ms Jessila Reddy – will be taking up a transfer 
at Truganina P-9 College after 10 years of service 
teaching Maths, Science and senior Biology
Mr Anthony Ventura – transferring to Loyola Col-
lege in Watsonia after 14 years of service (with 
a break in between) teaching Maths, working as 
a Year Level Coordinator and being the college 
Transition Coordinator over the past 6 years
Mr Steve Jones – will be taking leave and then 
retiring after 21 years at the college.  Mr Jones 
worked in the Music faculty when he first com-
menced at the college and during recent years 
has provided first class, personalised ICT support 
to staff and students.
We thank them all for their contributions to the 
college, their dedication and wonderful work under-
taken with our students and wish them all the best 
in their retirement or future endeavours.

School Council 
I would like to thank all the parents, staff and stu-
dent members of the Braybrook College School 
Council for their tremendous work and support of 
the college throughout the year.  At our last meet-
ing, councillors ratified a draft of our 2020 Annual 
Implementation Plan (AIP) which outlines our Goal 
and five Key Improvement Strategies as follows:
Goal: ‘To improve student learning outcomes at 
all levels across the school
Key Improvement Strategies:
• Build the Instructional capacity and practice 

of every teacher
• Build collaborative practices across the 

school
• Use data consistently to track student learn-

ing and differentiate for student learning 
needs

• Plan curriculum and use consistent assess-
ment practices across the school

• Build shared and Instructional Leadership 
across the school

The AIP will also be reviewed by teachers and 
students and then be sent to the region for en-
dorsement.
To all of our students, well done on another suc-
cessful year! On behalf of the school I would also 
like to thank all the teachers and support staff for 
their great work in making 2019 another memo-
rable year. 
Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to 
wish all families the very best for the holiday sea-
son.  School resumes for students on Wednesday 
29th January, 2020.

Kelly Panousieris

2020 SUB SCHOOL TEAMS
Year 7 & 8 
Sub School Leader   - Ms Nada Peric
Year 7 Coordinator  - Mr Con Lekakis
Year 7 Deputy  - Ms Virginia Hobbs
Year 8 Coordinator  - Mr Chris Theaker
Year 8 Deputy  - Ms Katrina Wilson
Admin Assistant       - Ms April Waleryszek
Year 9 & 10 
Sub School Leader  - Ms Caroline Brereton
Year 9 Coordinator  - Mr  Barry Scheele
Year 9 Deputy  - Ms Luciana Nguyen
Year 10 Coordinator - Mr Travis Waring 
Year 10 Deputy  - Ms Vicky La 
Admin Assistant       - Ms Katie Stathakopoulos
Year 11 & 12 
Sub School Leader  - Ms Tania Gadea 
Year 11 Coordinator  - Mr Ross van Brink 
Year 11 Deputy  - Mr Logan Fewster
Year 12 Coordinators - Ms Alison Ryan and
 - Ms Jessica De Silva
Admin Assistant       - Ms Ruby De Luna



AUSTRALIAN BUSINESS 
COMMUNITY NETWORK

The End-of-Year Music Concert, held on Wednes-
day 4th December, was an overwhelming success, 
showcasing the extremely high standard of talent 
at Braybrook College.  Students performed a var-
ied program to a full house, including items from 
the concert band, percussion ensemble, choir, and 
acapella groups, as well as several performances 
from the Year 9 and 10 classes and the VCE bands. 
The audience, full of parents, friends and college 
staff, were clearly impressed with the outstanding 
quality of the evening’s performances.

I would like to thank our specialist instrumental 
music staff, who are integral to the success of 
the evening and our music program. I would also 
like to congratulate all the students whose many 
hours of rehearsal helped to make the evening 
such a success. Finally, a special thank you to all 
the students and ex-students who spent countless 
hours setting up stage, lighting and equipment.

Pepe Gillies 
Music and Instrumental Music Coordinator

END OF YEAR MUSIC CONCERT

           FINAL HOUSE POINTS TALLY - 2019
 
The Annual House Awards were held on 
Thursday 5th of December.  We all gathered 
to celebrate our students’ accomplish-
ments. Our Year 7 to 10 students eagerly 
awaited the presentation of awards to 
recognise Co-curriculum achievements 
throughout the year. Five students from 
each House were awarded medals for being 
the highest point scorers. Our Swimming 
and Athletics carnivals were also celebrated 
with Centaur taking out the Swimming and 
Phoenix House proving too strong in the 
Athletics Carnival. There were also 4 tro-
phies awarded to the House Champions. 
House Champions are students that have 
excelled in Co-curriculum activities and 
events throughout the year, earning the 
most points for their House.  As well as 
House Awards, Sports Awards recognising 
outstanding sporting achievement were 
presented along with certificates for our 
SRC representatives. It was Centaur House 
that was the overall winner of the House 
Points Tally Shield making them the Cham-
pion House of 2019. Well done to all stu-
dents who participated in the Co-curriculum 
program in 2019, earning valuable points for 
their House and in the process equipping 
themselves with a host of valuable skills 
that will hold them in good stead for future 
years to come. Next year the Co-curriculum 
program will continue to offer numerous 
opportunities for our students. Thank you 
to all the staff, students, House Leaders and 
House Captains who made the program the 
success it was this year.
 Mr Welch

This year’s overall House Champions were:
Pegasus House:      Isabela Raymundo
Gryphon House:      Georgina Tsobanis
Centaur House:       Jacqeline Gadea
Phoenix House:       Duc (John-Paul) Tran

FINAL HOUSE POINTS TALLY FOR 2019
1st Place       Centaur House  - 2263
2nd Place      Phoenix House  - 2178 
3rd Place       Gryphon House - 2032
4th Place       Pegasus House - 1737
   

Congratulations to Centaur House!!!!!!!

PEER SUPPORT LEADERS 
MINGLE WITH 

THE NEW YEAR 7s

 
The ABCN (Australian Business Community 
Network) has developed a wonderful part-
nership with Braybrook College over many 
years and it keeps going from strength to 
strength.  The growth in programs has meant 
that there are even more mentoring opportuni-
ties for students as shown below:
 
2017 – 60 students mentored
2018 – 99 students mentored
2019 – 133 students mentored
 
Our programs including:   Focus (female leader-
ship), Aspirations and Interview 2 Impress have 
exposed Braybrook College students to a vari-
ety of work places, mentors from all walks of life 
and some wonderful opportunities. The access 
to amazing work places and insights into men-
tor careers really opens the students’ minds as 
they interact, problem solve and participate in 
many and varied activities. ABCN considers 
Braybrook College a wonderful partner school 
and none of these opportunities would be avail-
able to the students if it wasn’t for the support 
of the school leadership and leading teachers. 
Student attendance, behaviour, preparation and 
enthusiasm all reflect on the college in a very 
positive way. We highly value this relationship 
and look forward to mentoring even more stu-
dents from Braybrook College in 2020.

Catherine Morris  - Program Manager



On 10th December, the Year 11 LOLs celebrated 
their years together as a team by attending a two day 
camp.  Despite the trip’s rough start, with the bus 
tyres being flat and a U-turn back to school right after 
we left, we made it safely to our accommodation at 
Apollo Bay with many interesting stops on the way. 

At The Great Ocean Road Chocolaterie & Ice 
Creamery, we filled up on meticulously hand-crafted 
chocolates and soft, creamy and delicious ice cream. 
We then travelled to Split Point Lookout Lighthouse, 
better known and recognised as the iconic lighthouse 
from the TV series ‘Around The Twist’, before mean-
dering through picturesque coastal towns enjoying 
the peaceful ombré blue of the ocean. 

At Lorne, we ventured to LIVEWIRE. Zip-lining, 
canopy walks and spring trampolines left some of us 
with battle scars. We embraced the child within us by 
frolicking in ball pits and engaging in giant ball fights.

Late that night we went on a short trail walk in Melba 
Gully to look for glow worms. These resembled tiny 
green fairy lights glowing in the pitch black wood. 
What was supposed to be a magical walk turned 
into a horror comedy when Ms Gadea, who had the 
key to the bus, and some other students got “lost” 
on the way back. It was almost midnight!

The journey continued the next day with a road trip 
to the Shipwreck Coast’s iconic places - Loch Ard 
Gorge, and one of the ‘Seven Wonders of Australia’, 
The Twelve Apostles. To end our trip, we went for a 
dip in Port Campbell’s beach and collected shells, 
where one unfortunate student was pinched by a 
crab she picked up.
 
The Year 11 LOL team would like to thank both Ms 
Hadz and Ms Gadea for organising the trip and put-
ting up with our shenanigans. 

Year 11 LOL Team

This year the Year 7s were lucky enough to go 
on camp in Anglesea. The 4-day experience 
was an amazing time spent with Ms Hobbs, 
Ms Nguyen and Mr Fewster. We did many 
activities, and all got to meet a lot of new 
people and make new friends. The collection 
of students from all different home groups 
grew strong bonds with each other over the 
course of the camp. The food was delicious 
and the activities planned were fun. When 
we got to the campsite, the first thing we 
did was sort out our sleeping arrangements. 
At first, it was only Wendy and I but then 
Honey and Lucie joined our cabin. We were 
all nervous at first because we didn’t know 
each other that well, but as the days went 
on, we became closer and closer. Then we 
got to meet our camp leaders: Adel, Sam, 
Jack and Marcus. Sam played a game with 
us so we could be a little more comfortable 
and more relaxed. All the camp leaders were 
really friendly and funny. Without them, our 
experience wouldn’t have been as enjoyable 
and fun. Day one was the most tiring. The 
first activity we did was a long bushwalk. 
The air was so fresh and because of the rain, 
the scenery was so green.    It was such a 
pleasant experience. Halfway through the 
walk, we were all so hungry, so when Sam 
gave us a single ritz cracker, it was such a 
relief. The 4-hour bushwalk was a challenge 
for all of us as we were all exhausted and 
hungry. When we got back, all we wanted to 
do was eat and sleep but thankfully the boys 
were already making the food. Day two was 
my favourite day. The first thing we did was 
eat breakfast and pack the things we needed 
for the day. We started with surfing. When 
we got to Anglesea beach, we lined up from 
shortest to tallest, and we put on our wetsuits 
and learnt the parts of the surfboard. Once 

On Tuesday December 10th, we welcomed 
the Year 7 class of 2020 for Orientation Day.  
Excited and slightly nervous, Grade 6 stu-
dents experienced a ‘slice of life’ as  part of 
the Braybrook College community.  

School resumes on Wednesday 29th January, 
so enjoy the holidays and we look forward to 
seeing everyone again in 2020.  If Grade 6 
students or parents have any queries, please 
contact us as soon as possible.
Ms Osmani and Ms Hristoforidis   

           FINAL HOUSE POINTS TALLY - 2019

PEER SUPPORT LEADERS 
MINGLE WITH 

THE NEW YEAR 7s
On Monday 10th and Tuesday 11th December, Year 10 students 
gave up the first two days of their holidays to train as Peer 
Support Leaders.  

The Peer Support Program aims to develop self-esteem, 
self-acceptance, confidence and the ability to make sound 
decisions.  By providing the opportunity for friendly contact 
between senior and junior students, it improves the school 
environment; it can make the transition into secondary school 
smoother for Year 7 students and can lessen anti-social 
tendencies among young people.  

The graduation ceremony for the class 
of 2019 was held at the Melbourne 
City Conference Centre on Wednesday 
November 20th.  An impressive number 
of people joined the students on the 
evening to celebrate the successful 
end to their secondary schooling. Arif 
Jakupi and Thanh Pham spoke on be-
half of the cohort and the Year 11 & 12 
music students entertained with talented 
performances.

The class of 2019 have certainly left 
their mark and will always be a part of 
the Braybrook College community. To 

A FINAL FAREWELL TO THE CLASS OF 2019

this end, we invite Year 12 students to 
join the Braybrook College Alumni As-
sociation.   This group has been created 
to form a supportive network of former 
College students. The vision is to continue 
connections and assist members of the 
College community, both present and 
past, to be successful. 

We also hope to see all past and present 
students at the Braybrook College 60th 
birthday celebrations in August next year.

Mirsadet Osmani - Year 12 Coordinator  
Tania Gadea - Senior Sub School Leader

YEAR 7 ANGLESEA CAMP

GRADE 6 ORIENTATION DAY

we went down to the beach, we learnt how 
to surf and then we went into the water to 
actually surf. Although we were wearing the 
wetsuits, the water was still freezing. Surfing 
was SO much fun! And spoiler...I stood up! 
After we finished surfing, we had a break 
for lunch. After lunch, we went canoeing. 
Canoeing was probably the most relaxing 
activity we did. After a long day, we had 
dinner and some free time. Later that night, 
Wendy, Honey, Lucie and I stayed up late 
talking. It was so lovely getting to know 
people I had hardly ever spoken to before.  
Day three was a fun day. We started the day 
off with archery, rock climbing and the low 
ropes course. Out of those three activities, 
rock climbing was my favourite. It was scary 
to begin with, but after a while, I became 
really good at it! After we finished lunch, we 
did bike riding. That night we all sat around 
a fire and played riddles and listened to 
stories. After such a tiring few days, it was 
so nice to relax around the campfire and 
eat marshmallows. By Day four we were 
all exhausted but still found the energy to 
compete in group activities. I was in the 
snake house! “Hisss”. We had to learn to 
work together to complete five different 
activities. The funniest activity was trying 
to flip a tarp over while we all stood on it. 
Some groups came up with great strategies 
to do it, while the slithering snakes couldn’t 
stop laughing as we awkwardly maneuvered 
around each other. After the activities, we 
were all sad to leave camp but relieved to 
be able to sit down and relax on the bus 
ride home - a time we could reflect on the 
four days that passed, the new friendships 
and the good times. 

Sandra Luu - 7H

 

APOLLO BAY ROAD TRIP
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