Braybrook
College

352 Ballarat Road BRAYBROOK 3019
Phone: 9312 2900

IMPORTANT DATES TO
REMEMBER
THE UNIFORM SHOP

During the Year - The Uniform Shop is
open every Monday lunchtime between
12.36 and 1.20pm and Tuesday after
school between 3.06 and 4.00pm
Especially for the start of the
2021 School Year Uniform measurements and sales will
occur on: (Days before school starts)
Saturday 16th, January 2021 (9.00am-12.00pm)
Wednesday 20th, January 2021 (9.00am-4.30pm)
Saturday 23rd, January 2021 (9.00am-12.00pm)
Wednesday 27th January, 2021 (10.00am-4.30pm)
Thursday 28th January, 2021 (3.00pm-5.00pm)
Uniforms can also be purchased online at
www.dcsuniforms.com.au

2021 - BOOK ORDERS

Books ordered from our supplier Campion
School Supplies through the booklist will be
available for pick-up from the Library on:

WEDNESDAY, 20TH JANUARY 2021

9.00am - 4.30pm
Please note: If families do not collect books on this
day, only pre-paid books will be kept for collection
when school resumes. (from the General Office)
TERM 1:
TERM 2:
TERM 3:
TERM 4:

SCHOOL TERMS

28TH JANUARY - 1ST APRIL
19TH APRIL - 25TH JUNE
12TH JULY - 17TH SEPTEMBER
4TH OCTOBER - 17TH DECEMBER

YEAR 11 FOCUS DAY

TUESDAY 2ND FEBRUARY

YEAR 9 PARENT INFORMATION EVENING
WEDNESDAY 3RD FEBRUARY

YEAR 12 STUDY DAYS

THURSDAY 4TH AND FRIDAY 5TH FEBRUARY

YEAR 7 WELCOME BBQ

WEDNESDAY 10TH FEBRUARY

SWIMMING CARNIVAL

FRIDAY 12TH FEBRUARY

SCHOOL PHOTOS

WEDNESDAY 17TH FEBRUARY

YEAR 11 PARENT INFORMATION EVENING
WEDNESDAY 24TH FEBRUARY

TWILIGHT EXPO

WEDNESDAY 10TH MARCH

2021 SUB SCHOOL TEAMS
YEAR 7 & 8
Sub School Leader - Ms Nada Peric
Year 7 Coordinator - Mr Con Lekakis
Year 7 Deputy
- Ms Virginia Hobbs
Year 8 Coordinator - Mr Chris Theaker
Year 8 Deputy
- Ms Katrina Wilson
Admin Assistant
- Ms April Waleryszek
YEAR 9 & 10
Sub School Leader - Ms Caroline Brereton
Year 9 Coordinator - Mr Barry Scheele
Year 9 Deputy
- Ms Luciana Nguyen
Year 10 Coordinator - Mr Travis Waring
Year 10 Deputy
- Ms Vicky La
Admin Assistant
- Ms Katie Stathakopoulos
YEAR 11 & 12
Sub School Leader - Ms Tania Gadea
Year 11 Coordinators - Ms Alison Ryan
- Mr Logan Fewster
Year 12 Coordinator - Mr Ross van Brink
Year 12 Deputy
- Mr Fred Johnston
VCAL Coordinator - Ms Maria Petrides
Admin Assistant
- Ms Ruby De Luna

NEWSLETTER
TERM 4, 2020 Edition No. 8

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
2020 - Annus horribilis
The word ‘unprecedented’ has been hurled around a lot this
year, but I expect you will all agree when I say that it has been
warranted. This year has seen our world, our country, our
state and our school engage with events that have altered
the fundamental structures of the way we live and learn. Yet
through all of this, our staff and students have been able to
adapt. Our pursuit of excellence has been unwavering, our
students’ achievements even more remarkable given the
context in which they were undertaken. So, I wish to extend
a heartfelt thank you to our entire college community for the
effort, patience, perseverance and persistence in the learning
that we have endeavoured to maintain throughout this year.
It is fair to say that 2020 has caused us to see our lives and
work through a very different lens, to pause and to reassess what matters, what is worth spending time on, and
what makes a difference. As a school community, we have
recently spent some time reflecting on and analysing what
we have learnt as a result of the challenges we faced during remote teaching and learning. We also spent some time
looking for the ‘silver linings’ - the surprising successes that
were encountered along this journey. These discussions will
inform and shape our focus areas, and aspects of the way
we teach, work and connect with each other going forward.
We have learnt SO much, and it is now quite exciting to be
part of many conversations about 2021.
Student Awards
Although the pandemic affected a number of formal opportunities to celebrate student achievements with families,
we have acknowledged Excellence and Effort through the
school’s newsletters and COMPASS Newsfeeds. Furthermore, as seen in numerous photos in this newsletter, at
recent Year Level and whole school Assemblies (held via
Zoom or face-to-face), students were praised for their efforts throughout this very challenging year and Academic
Excellence, Effort and Faculty Awards were presented to
recognise outstanding student achievements. Well done to
all recipients!
2021 Tutor Support Program
Next year, the Victorian Government is providing state-wide
funding for a Tutoring Support Program to assist students to
‘catch-up’ in their learning following the impact of COVID-19.
Our college will receive $673,308 to fund the equivalent of
9.8 full time tutors to assist students who have been identified as needing extra support.
We are currently considering options for the structure and
implementation of this program. The focus will primarily
be on literacy and numeracy; although there will also be a
need for some subject specific support for senior students.
Thank you
A big thank you to our families for your ongoing support
and understanding across this year. Also, thank you to our
wonderful School Council members for their ongoing support of and input to school improvement.
Finally, if you only remember one thing from this year, it
is this: – BE KIND!
I wish everyone a happy and safe holiday season and New
Year. I look forward to working with the school community
in 2021 to enable our students to achieve their best.
Ms Panousieris

TERM 4
SNAPSHOTS

END OF YEAR LIVE STREAM MUSIC CONCERT

The End of the year Music Concert is always a highly
anticipated event, celebrating the students’ musical
achievements.   Due to Covid-19 restrictions, we
were unable to host the concert. However, we didn’t
let that stop us! Why not go virtual?  
  
Bringing in an impressive team of professional lighting, sound and visual technicians, we recorded for
two full days. Not only did the students gain the
opportunity to work with a professional sound and
visual crew, but they were also exposed to industry
will be a live streamed YouTube event.
stage craft and protocols.  
Check Compass or the Braybrook College
The performance is a result of months of planning website for the link to access the student
and preparation by the dedicated music staff and performances. We hope you enjoy the
concert.
students.  

FOOTY 2021

IS READY AND
WAITING FOR YOU

The West Footscray Football Club has
been entrenched in the local community for a long time. Since 1932 in fact.
Throughout its 88-year history the club
has come to reflect the richly diverse
community, offering locals the opportunity be part of thriving junior and
senior teams.

Ms Gillies
Congratulations to all of the performers, the result
was amazing. The Braybrook Virtual Music Concert Music and Instrumental Music Coordinator

JUNIOR SUB SCHOOL ACTIVITY DAYS

On Thursday the 10 th and Friday the 11 th of
December there were two special activity days for
our junior students. The first day was for our Year 8s
and the second day was for the Year 7s. During the
day students rotated through 10 different activities
on the back oval. Some of the activities included a
mechanical surfboard which tested our students’
balance, “The Amazing Race” where students did
activities based on different countries, basketball
with a visiting former NBL player, scavenger hunt
and Super Strike to name but a few.
In period six, the students gathered at a dunk tank
and the best participating students had an opportunity to dunk their teachers by hitting a target with
a ball. Mr Lekakis, Mr Baker, Mr Dundon, Ms Van
Vliet, Mr Martino and Mr M. Spiteri were among
the teachers who got dunked by their students into
the cold tank. A big thanks to all the teachers and
students who assisted and participated in the event
and made it the great success it was.
Mr Welch - Co-Curricula Coordiantor

In 2018, West Footscray Roosters kicked
off our Girls Football Program with a
great opening season. With a growing
number of girls wanting to play footy,
our aim is to continue to expand this
program to bring more opportunities for
girls to join in the fun. In 2021 Roosters
has places for girls to participate in all
our age groups, with dedicated teams in
under 12’s, under 14’s and under 16’s. No
prior game experience in needed, just an
enthusiasm to play in a great team sport
and enjoy making new friends.
To further develop our girls’ program
in 2021, we are pleased to announce
Co-Captain of the St. Kilda Saints
AFLW squad, Kate Shierlaw as the West
Footscray Girls Head Coach. Regarded
as one of the best football minds of the
Saints, Kate will take a mentor role for our
female Roosters during training and acting as our Under 16s Girls Head Coach
on game days.
There are also plenty of ways players can
join in the fun. With lots of events already
in the planning for 2021 from Come and
Try days, free footy clinics, pie nights and
opportunities to meet the coaches, you’ll
have as much fun off the field as on.
At West Footscray Football Club our focus is on enjoyment, participation and an
inclusive environment for all. If you want
to be part of a great community sports
organisation, please email our friendly
team at w.f.roostersjuniors@gmail.com

Liberty Gardner-Solomon - 8G
(Third from left)

A FINAL FAREWELL TO THE CLASS OF 2020

The Class of 2020 will never be forgotten.
Not only are they the largest cohort that
Braybrook College has ever graduated,
the advent of a global pandemic has
taken their status to a whole new level.
Their resilience and perseverance in the
face of challenges is unprecedented. We
have never felt so confident that a group of
young people transitioning into the world
beyond Braybrook was ready to take on

whatever was thrown at them.

We hope to have a continuing relationship with our former students and invite
graduating Year 12 students to join the
Braybrook College Alumni Association
(official) on Facebook. This group
has been created to form a supportive
network of former College students.
The vision is to continue connections

WELCOME TO THE CLASS OF 2026

The first day of the training program
was as helpful as it was fun. We had the
opportunity to participate in a variety of
icebreaker activities, as well as other
scenario-based activities that required
us to voice and evaluate values and
opinions.

There were 206 grade 6 students that attended on the day, coming from 34 different Primary Schools. With students being
placed in their home groups, they were able
to get to know each other and establish the
connections that are so important for this
stage of their lives. The day was intended
to introduce students to their peers, meet
some of the teachers that may teach them,
and get an overall ‘feel’ for high school. They
participated in Icebreakers, were shown the
different instruments that they could choose to
learn in Music, won some chocolates in Maths
when guessing the correct answers, met the
charismatic and very energetic Ms. Petrides
and Mr Lekakis in PE, and some even made
wooden pencil holders in Woodwork. The day
ended with the Mini Olympics and a feeling
of ease and excitement. There were smiles
on the faces that had a hint of nervousness
in the morning.

We hope Year 10s have a great holiday but
also ensure that they complete their holiday
homework to be ready to go in 2021.
Ms Gadea
Senior Sub-School Leader

the ‘Trust Walk’. Inside the classroom,
however, we participated in more serious activities that required discussing
our emotions and sharing items that
were valuable to us.

From imagining we were stranded on
an island with our fellow peers to joking
around whilst playing the ever so cringey
game of ‘Honey I Love You’, the games
were not only enjoyable, but also a great
way for us as future Peer Support Leaders to put ourselves into the shoes of the
Year 7 students. The activities prompted
us to understand how we could utilise
similar methods to help next year’s Year
7 students loosen up, make new friends
and better adjust to Braybrook College.
The following day was equally, if not,
even more engaging. Using our acquired
knowledge from the previous day, we
were all encouraged to organise activities of our own. This challenged many of
our leadership skills -- especially when
our audience got a bit rowdy-- but it
didn’t stop the activities from running
smoothly. We spent a lot of time outside
playing games such as ‘Teepees and
Indians’ but also doing activities such as
guiding the homegroups, and being
wonderful role models.
Ms Osmani
Transition Coordinator

YEAR 11 START

The Year 11 START program gave the Year
10 students of 2020 a great opportunity to
prepare for the senior school.  On Monday,
students celebrated the completion of Year
10 with a Year Level Assembly (finally!) and
Awards Ceremony. Tuesday saw students
participating in an Elevate Educate ‘Student
Elevation’ session to motivate and set goals for
the new challenges ahead and the week ended
on a high with a Pancake Breakfast on Friday.
Thank you to the Year 11 LOLs and Wellbeing
Team for assisting in welcoming the newest
editions to the Senior Sub-School.  We learnt
that pancakes with Nutella, bananas and ice
cream are a crowd pleaser!

PEER SUPPORT PROGRAM

To aid in the process of being Peer Support Leaders, Year 10 students gave up
two days of their holiday to participate
in a Peer Support Training program from
the 8th to the 9th of December. The Peer
Support Program aims to help Year 7
students with the transition from primary
school to the seemingly daunting high
school life. It is ultimately a very positive
and beneficial program that puts the
wellbeing of the students at heart.

On Tuesday 8th December, the Braybrook
College community welcomed our incoming
Year 7s for 2021. This year’s Orientation Day
seemed like it was a long time in the making,
and for a time, we didn’t think that it would
happen. However, with COVID restrictions
easing, we were able to host the day.

The day was a roaring success. I would like
to thank the many people that made the day
possible and everyone who participated. An
appreciative mention to Toula Hristorforidis.
Without your knowledge and attention to
detail, the day would not have been what it
was, and Maria Petrides, who always makes
everything fun. And finally, the army of Braybrook students who volunteered and helped
on the day. Thank you for running around,

erages will be provided. Any student
and assist members of our community, who receives an ATAR of 80+ should
both present and past, to be successful. dress in full school uniform as official
photographs will be taken.
With results being issued later this year,
we also invite students back to the To the Class of 2020, we wish you a
college on 30th December to celebrate lifetime of opportunities and happiness.
their Unit 3/4 results. Careers Advisors Ms Ryan and Ms De Silva 		
and the Year Level Coordination team Year 12 Coordinators
will be on hand to assist with Change
of Preferences and some food and bev- Ms Gadea - Senior Sub School Leader

All in all, the Peer Support Training Program was a wonderful experience for
us as leaders, students and people. We
not only deepened our bonds with each
other, but also developed important
skills that will assist us with our roles as
Peer Support Leaders next year.
Sammi Seah - Year 10

APOLLO BAY ROAD TRIP

To celebrate two years of supporting the school
community and the end of Covid lockdown, the
Year 11 LOL (Leaders of Leadership) team set out
on an adventure to western Victoria. After raiding
the chocolate factory at Anglesea, feeding guinea
pigs and playing tag, we explored the Pearce’s Hut
and the lighthouse from Round the Twist. Next
was the majestic Erskine Falls after some bargain
hunting in Lorne. A winding scenic drive along
the Great Ocean Road led us to Apollo Bay and
the magical glow worms. Beach walks, Loch Ard
Gorge and The Twelve Apostles on our final day
meant that we returned to our families ready for a
well deserved holiday.
Year 11 LOL team

2020 STUDENT AWARDS - CELEBRATING ACHIEVEMENT

