
On Wednesday 20th July at the Premier’s 
VCE Awards a total of 298 students 
were recognised for their exceptional 
dedication and hard work during the 
2021 VCE.  We are extremely proud to be 
counted in that number with 5 students 
from Braybrook College acknowledged 
at the ceremony.  Never before have 
our students achieved this feat, in such 
numbers.

The 5 Braybrook students were:

Sammi Seah, Braybrook College - 
Psychology (Year 11 in 2021)

Bao Ngoc Tran, Braybrook College - 
Vietnamese First Language

Jacqueline Gadea, Braybrook College - 
Community Services (VCE VET)

Vasalem Pawpi Bingai Chho, Braybrook 
College -Community Services (VCE VET)

Esther Lian, Victorian School of 
Languages - Chin Hakha

Congratulations to these students and 
thank you to the staff who assisted them 
to reach their potential in extraordinary 
times.

 - Tania Gadea (VCE Sub-school Leader)

352 Ballarat Road 
BRAYBROOK  3019

Phone: 9312 2900
NEWSLETTER 

Term 3, 2022 Issue no. 5

Braybrook Braybrook 
CollegeCollege

IMPORTANT DATES 
TO REMEMBER

SCIENCE WEEK 
MONDAY 15th - FRIDAY 19th AUGUST

BOOK WEEK
MONDAY 22nd - FRIDAY 26th AUGUST

NUMERACY WEEK 
MONDAY 29th AUG - FRIDAY 2nd SEPT
VCE GENERAL ACHIEVEMENT 

TEST (GAT)
WEDNESDAY 7th SEPTEMBER

PARENT TEACHER INTERVIEWS
It is important that every parent makes an effort to attend   
Parent / Teacher interviews.   It is recommended that your 
children accompany you so that they can be included 
in the conversations. If you have any concerns prior to 
this interview, please contact the relevant Year Level 
Coordinator.

Please note that the Interim reports are used as a basis 
for discussions at the parent teacher interviews, and they 
are not posted home.

THURSDAY 8th SEPTEMBER 
10.00am - 12.00noon

 1.00 - 3.00pm and 4.00 - 7.00pm

YEAR 12 DRESS UP DAY
FRIDAY 16th SEPTEMBER

LAST DAY OF TERM 3
FRIDAY 16th SEPTEMBER 2.18pm FINISH

YEAR 12 PRACTICE EXAMS
TUESDAY 27th - FRIDAY 30th SEPTEMBER

YEAR 8 CAMPASPE DOWNS CAMP
MONDAY 10th - WEDNESDAY 12th OCT

YEAR 7 IMMUNISATION
TUESDAY 11th OCTOBER

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
TERM 3 BEGINS…
Welcome back to Term 3.  This is the term when 
the majority of our students undertake subject 
selection for 2023 after they engage in numerous 
pre course selection information sessions and 
pathway-based conversations. They also receive 
individual attention regarding their pathway 
options to assist them to make decisions about 
subjects they should study aligned with their 
interests, course and career aspirations.

STAFFING UPDATE
This term, whilst three teachers, Ms Jasmine 
TSOLAKIDIS, Mr Darcy MILDENHALL and 
Ms Leonie GIUFFRIDA have headed on leave 
for the remainder of the year, and Ms Luciana 
NGUYEN has picked up a teaching position at 
another school, we have welcomed the following 
teachers: Ms Cornelia ELMELID (EAL), Ms Keziah 
GUTIERREZ (English/Humanities/Literacy), 
Ms Christina PSEVDOS (English), Ms Tessie 
REINSCH (English and Literacy) and Mr Tam 
TRAN (Humanities, VCAL Work Related Skills and 
Literacy).

We also welcomed the following Education 
Support Personnel: Mr Vincent CHUNG (Senior 
Computer Technician), Ms Danielle DAVENPORT 
(MIPs Pathways Officer) and Ms Bernadette 
GHATTAS (Mental Health Practitioner).  I know 
that everyone will make these staff members 
welcome.

PREMIER’S VCE AWARDS 2022 – 
CELEBRATING OUR STUDENTS’ SUCCESS
Recently, I had the absolute pleasure of going into 
the Melbourne Exhibition and Convention Centre 
for the presentation of the Premier’s VCE Awards 
ceremony.  These highly prestigious Awards are 
given to the top students in each VCE study.  The 

Awards recognise the outstanding results of individual students 
and pay tribute to the teachers, Sub-school Teams and families 
who play such a valuable role in supporting these students not 
only during their VCE studies but over their time at Braybrook 
College.  I am extremely proud to announce that five of our 
students were awarded Premier’s Awards for their studies last 
year. Congratulations to all these students. (See separate article 
below left).

UPDATED COVID-19 RESPONSE
Face masks:
It is strongly recommended by the Victorian Department of Health 
that face masks are worn in indoor settings. This is because 
the wearing of masks is effective in reducing the transmission 
of COVID-19.   It is now the Department’s expectation that, 
through to the end of winter, students aged 8 and over and 
staff will wear masks when in class, except where removing a 
mask is necessary for clear communication or when a particular 
activity requires the removal of a mask.  Masks are not required 
to be worn outdoors but can be worn when physical distancing 
is not possible. This expectation should not constrain student 
participation in the full range of school activities, including 
music, sport and performances. 

Exemptions for testing and isolation:
The period of time when someone is considered a recently 
confirmed case and therefore exempt from testing and isolation 
requirements has been reduced from the previous 12 weeks to 
4 weeks.  This means that staff and students who are household 
contacts of people with COVID‐19 are now required to undertake 
the testing and isolation requirements from 4 weeks after the 
COVID-positive person (their household contact) completes 
isolation.  Previously, this exemption period was 12 weeks. As 
part of this, they must take 5 Rapid Antigen Tests (RATs) over 7 
days and receive negative test results to attend school.  They 
must also wear a face mask in indoor spaces at school.

VICTORIA’S SENIOR SECONDARY EDUCATION IS 
CHANGING 
From 2023, major changes are occurring to the Victorian 
Certificate of Education (VCE).  In basic terms, the current 
Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning (VCAL) will cease.  It 
will be replaced by the VCE Vocational Major.  This change is 
significant as the VCE (VM)will be offered as a two-year program 
or one that students can opt into for Year 12, having completed 
Year 11 VCE.  There will also be the Victorian Pathways 
Certificate (VPC) for those who need flexibility in their learning.  
For more information, go to: 
      https://www.vic.gov.au/many-talents-one-vce

We are also planning to continue offering an Applied Learning 
stream in Year 10 with more information being rolled out to Year 
10 students this term.
 
 - Kelly Panousieris (Principal)

PREMIERS VCE PREMIERS VCE 
AWARDSAWARDS

Congratulations to 11C for winning our Senior School Eurovi-
sion Competition!  Sentimental favourites, Ukraine withstood 
challenges from Spain and UK to take out the event.  An ex-
cited 11C celebrated the win with a pizza lunch in the VCE 
Centre to the quirky refrains of the successful song “Stefania”. 

 - Tania Gadea (VCE Sub-school Leader)

SCHOOL EUROVISIONSCHOOL EUROVISION



Well done David

Refocus Day was an opportunity for Year 12 VCE 
students to be inspired by successful alumni, learn new 
study strategies and to revisit goals.  

On Thursday 28th July, we welcomed back former 
students to ready our current students for the 
challenges of the next 2 terms and beyond.  Members 
of our Braybrook College Alumni shared their varied 
Steps to Success.  The following past students gave 
up time in their busy lives to give back to our college 
and we appreciate their generosity:

Fred Truong and Judy Hang (World of Banking)

Bruce Huynh and Vy Nguyen (Education)
  
Sarah Allen, Kevin Truong and Imogen Ryrie 
(Government, Law & Order)

Dat Do and Norman Huynh (Sport & Fitness)

James McCracken and Christine Basco (Health & 
Medicine)

Mai Duong (Science & Engineering)

Elevate Educate presented on ‘Ace Your Exams’, 
before recent graduates also imparted their knowledge. 
Students then, using all the information garnered from 
their own experience and that obtained on the day, 
reconsidered their goals for the rest of the year.  The 
positive feedback from the students was immediate 
and we are excited about our Year 12 students being 
more invigorated and purposeful in their studies. 

 - Tania Gadea (VCE Sub-school Leader).

The following students are to be 
congratulated on demonstrating 
an EXCELLENT work ethic in ALL 
their subjects in SEMESTER 1. 

Vu Nhu Ngoc LAI 11B
Emi DO 11E
Selina LY 11E
Danielle PANTALITA 11F
Chanelle VO 11F
Tenzen DAO 11H
Nathan DO 11H
Charlotte GADEA 11H
Jia Jun HUANG 11H
Tasha LA 11H
Michelle LUU 11H
Annie NGUYEN 11H
Ryan PHAM 11H
Xuan VU 11H
Thuy Ngoc Linh LE 11I
Tran Nhu Anh NGUYEN 11I
Nhu Hao PHAM 11I
Lu Ngoc Kieu TRAN 11I
Camille BARLOW 12A
Benjamin CAO 12A
Tam CHAU 12A
Sammi SEAH 12A
Nina TRAN 12A
Elaine JIANG 12B
Lina NGUYEN 12B
Tristan NGUYEN 12B
Anh NGUYEN 12C
Catherine TRUONG 12D
Aaron CHU 12E
Terry HANG 12E

Oliver SHENG 12E
Vanessa LE 12G
Jennifer PHAN 12G
Paula NGUYEN 12H
Nghia Cat Binh LA 12I
Quang Khoi NGUYEN 12I
Khac Anh Duy NGUYEN 12I
Charlotte VELLA 12V

The following students are to be 
congratulated on demonstrating 
an OUTSTANDING work ethic 
in MOST of their subjects in 
SEMESTER 1. 

Abdurahim ADAM  11A
Minh-Anh DAO 11A
Shannon SEAH 11A
Selena TRAN 11A
Vivian HUA 11B
An PHAM 11B
Natalie TRAN 11B
Vinh LAM 11C
Angelina TRAN 11D
Angelina PHAN 11E
Steven PHAM 11F
Abigail Lin ABIGAIL LIN 11G
Phuong Anh NGUYEN 11G
Peter TO 11G
Hayli WATTERS 11G
Nam Quan NGUYEN 11H
Vincent NGUYEN 11H
Rose Mary Lynn SAWMHAL 11H
Ilija TRAJKOVSKI 11H
Chau TRINH 11H

Jennapa RICHARDS 11I
Sama MORAD 11J
Ngoc Diep TRAN 11J
Toni HALWI 11K
Quynh BUI 12A
Jet-Khuong LIM 12A
Alexandra HOANG 12B
Alan NGUYEN 12B
Eva DO 12C
Cathy TRAN 12C
David LY 12D
Trung Dao NGUYEN 12D
Fayrouz SAADI 12D
Henry VU 12D
Najila GHAFARI 12E
Adina CELIK 12F
Uyen DO 12F
Tracey NGUYEN 12F
James NGUYEN 12F
Jude ELCHEIKH 12G
Thomas SALEH 12G
Jessie ZOU 12G
Biak Pen Tial HLAWN CEU 12H
Phung Tai DIEP 12I
Minh Tam HUYNH 12I
Tieu Nhu NGUYEN 12I
Duc Thien NGUYEN 12I
Hue Man PHAM 12I
Khoa VU 12I
Khoi VU 12I

-  Tania Gadea 
  (VCE sub-school leader)

During the July holidays, ten of our curious, crea-
tive minds from Year 10 to Year 12 put their hands 
up to partake in a unique opportunity in a Cyber 
Security Bootcamp at Accenture, a global consult-
ing company and one of the leading Cyber Security 
providers in Australia.  Accenture helps clients solve 
problems using technology.  For three days, our stu-
dents were immersed in the world of Cyber Security, 
receiving hands-on practical experience, learning 
how the web works and using the same tools that 
professional hackers use to protect their clients.  In 
addition, our students were given valuable exposure 
to careers in technology and pathways into their or-
ganisation.
 
The students who attended are commended for 
their efforts and the great impression they left on 
the staff at Accenture.  This experience can be 
added to their resume and has inspired our stu-
dents to consider a career in technology.

 - Maria Petrides (VCAL Coordinator)

CYBER SECURITYCYBER SECURITY
A pleasing number of Braybrook College families, with students in Year 10, braved the cold weather to 
attend our VCE Information Night.  This is an important time for students as they embark on course coun-
selling for the senior school.  As always, when lines of communication are open between students, families 
and the school,  good decisions can be made. By listening to the information presented and reading the 
VCE Information Booklet, our community was demonstrating a positive interest in this very important pro-
cess. Families heard from the College Dux and members of the MIPs team about how to navigate through 
the final years of school.  Information was provided in multiple languages about the new Vocational Major 
and our exciting VET program.  We look forward to having many future conversations about pathways. 

 - Maria Petrides (VCAL Coordinator)

VCE  INFORMATION  NIGHTVCE  INFORMATION  NIGHT

SENIOR SCHOOL  OUTSTANDING WORK ETHIC  LUNCHSENIOR SCHOOL  OUTSTANDING WORK ETHIC  LUNCH
After reviewing reports, the Senior School was excited and proud to celebrate the sustained effort of 
so many Year 11s and 12s.  Pushing yourself to do your very best, everyday, is within the control of all 
students.  Well done to these students for creating the perfect conditions for success, both in and outside 
of school. Keep up the good work!

VCE REFOCUS DAYVCE REFOCUS DAY



Congratulations to our Year 12 students who glammed up for their Year 
12 Formal on the 25th of June. The event took place at ‘Lakeside Ban-
quet & Convention Centre’ and was a great success.
As always, the evening was a highlight of the School year, for students 
and teachers alike. It was a perfect venue where students were able to 
finally relax and share a great meal and evening with their peers. It was 
also great to see so many staff attend the event to support the students. 
The photo booth was very popular and the photos from the night will 
prove to be a great source of joy for the rest of the year. 
We are also very grateful to Ruby and Ms. Clarke, who did an enormous 
amount of work to ensure such a successful night.

 - Logan Fewster (Year 12 Co-coordinator)

YEAR 12 FORMALYEAR 12 FORMAL



Heading out on a  chilly Saturday morning, 37 students and 5 teachers flew 
to an even chillier Launceston before settling into chalets for the evening. 
Little did we know that the very next day would be so cold and miserable 
that the rangers at Cradle Mountain would refuse to let us do our planned 
walks; instead we braved the falling snow and freezing sleet up onto the 
closer Glacial Rock for stunning views of Cradle Mountain and some of us 
even sighted wombats as we spent time in the more protected valleys. No 
one lost any toes or fingers, but next time we recommend much warmer 
clothes!

The next morning we emerged from our cosy chalets, and headed out for 
a day of natural and man-made wonders. Brave souls took to the chairlift 
at Cataract Gorge, and strode confidently across the suspension bridge, 
enjoying the fresh air and beautiful views. After some giggles at the red 
bottomed Japanese macaques and a ride on the choo choo train around 
City Park, we headed out to Beaconsfield for a fascinating tour of the 
Mine and Heritage Centre, where we learned not only about how the gold 
mine used to operate and the lives of the earliest settlers, but the efforts 
made to rescue trapped miners. That night students competed in a trivia 
competition where students displayed an excellent breadth of knowledge 
from geography to pop-culture.

Tuesday began with a long drive south to Port Arthur, with comfort and 
sightseeing stops in historical towns along the way. Beautiful natural sights 
like the Tessellated Pavement, Tasman Blowhole and the brain-warpingly 
deep Devil’s Kitchen rounded out the sights. In the Tasmanian Unzoo we 
got to feed kangaroos, Cape Barren geese and some parrots and see a 
Tasmanian Devil clumsily eat, demonstrating that scavengers don’t need 
to be skilled hunters (luckily for them). We also learnt about the importance 
of conservation, as one of the keepers explained the challenges in 
preserving the Tasmanian Devil in the face of contagious cancer. That 
night the students were taken on a spine-tingling tour of the dark creepy 
Port Arthur convict settlement.

Early the next day we headed out to catch a boat ride. Dressed in huge 
bulky wind and rain coats we struggled aboard a sturdy speedboat and 
spent the next 3 hours touring the coast between Pirates Bay and Port 
Arthur. There were cute seals, lumbering on land and sleek in the water 
and we drifted carefully through a pod of dolphins (accompanied by a 
mysterious whale). We skirted huge cliff faces and a staggering array of 
ancient geological formations and were thrown around by chaotic waves 
near Tasman Island. Windswept, we made our way back to Port Arthur 
in the daylight and were guided around the grounds learning more about 
Australia’s convict past. 

Thursday morning we set off through the morning traffic to a lookout 
perched on top of Mount Nelson, where an old semaphore tower looked 
out over a gorgeous Hobart and surrounds. Leaving the city behind, we 
headed out to Tahune Adventures in the temperate rainforest along the 
tannin stained Huon River. Huge trees loomed around us as we took a 
guided walk through the rainforest and we saw the regrowth trying to 
overcome the damage of the fires some years before. Taking our hearts 
in our hands (at least those of us afraid of heights), we walked through 
the treetops on specially constructed walkways and out along a cantilever 
(which we were told could handle the weight of a whole bunch of elephants, 
phew). In the late afternoon for a change of pace, we had some free time 
in the CBD of Hobart to shop and look at the historical buildings and port. 

Our last morning was all go go go, a quick dash to a chocolate factory tour 
and then to the airport and off back home across Bass Strait. 

All in all, the trip was a great success. There was plenty of time to relax 
in cabins, to engage in activities, to take in oodles of gorgeous views, 
and there was a willingness to nap in awkward positions during the many 
hours of bus travel. 

 -  Eleanor Dawkins (Teacher)

TASMANIA CAMPTASMANIA CAMP


