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The best way to understand engineering is to get your hands
dirty (sometimes literally), and
get involved, and that’s exactly
what our Year 10 Engineering
Maths students did, on their
excursion to Quantum Victoria. The day involved students
learning not just how to debug
code, but how to wire up electronics to use that code. The
final challenge of the day was
for students to mimic the game
‘Bop-it,’ and test their reflexes.
Students will use these skills in
a school-based robotics project.
Everyone enjoyed the day and
learnt a lot about engineering.
Matthew Greer
Maths/Science Teacher

Introducing
our Wellbeing Dog

Keiko

On the eve of lockdown the school took
ownership of our newest community
member - a Wellbeing Dog. Initiated
by the SRC, the aim of this program
is to further improve connectedness.
The dog will foster links to learning
throughout the school and help to
develop socially adept, motivated,
respectful
and
compassionate
students through positive interactions.

Keiko
will
be
gradually
acclimatised to our school
environment with short visits
initially. She will have both staff
and student handlers and will
be predominantly housed in the
A naming competition was held to Wellbeing Centre.  
name our groodle (golden retriever x
has
a
beautiful
poodle). Students were invited to put Keiko
forward names with an overwhelming temperament, and we look
response by our student body. forward to her making our
Ultimately, 443 votes were cast online school an even happier place
with the majority choosing the name to be.
“Keiko” (Japanese for ‘happy child’).
Congratulations to Jacqueline Gadea Petti Hadzisavas
Wellbeing Coordinator
for winning the competition.

COMMUNITY
VCE VETSERVICES
Braybrook College VCE VET
Community Services students have
recently completed their First Aid
training. This important training is
a compulsory part of the VCE VET
Community Services course.
It
is also a very qualification for
employment in the future. Students
have learned useful practical skills,
which can be useful for years to
come. Thanks to the professional
staff from Premium Health for their
assistance with the training. Thanks
to Ms Gittings and Ms Holt for their
work with the students.
Rowena Archer
VET Coordinator

Principal’s Report

COVID-19 Lockdown - 4.0
As we emerge from another lockdown, I am
extremely proud that all members of our College
community have risen admirably to meet the
challenges of this recent lockdown. Well done to
our students who yet again embraced their remote
learning program with resilience and application – all
the while understanding that such an environment
is not anyone’s preferred option. I also wish to
acknowledge the commitment of our teaching staff
who worked in difficult circumstances to ensure that
there was continuity of learning and that our remote
teaching and learning program continued to meet the
needs of our students. Our Education Support staff
also continued to ensure that the service provision for
the College community was not severely interrupted.
Thank you also to the Work Ethic Committee for their
efforts on the ‘Braybrook College Remote Teaching
and Learning Guidelines’ which were finalised after
the snap lockdown, earlier this year. These guidelines,
published on COMPASS for all community members,
aim to ensure clarity and precision regarding the
structures, processes and practices needed to best
respond to a snap lockdown, at any time.
I am also extremely grateful that, as always, ALL
community members have gone ‘above and beyond’
to support and check in on each other during this
online learning period, including in relation to their
wellbeing. Well done, everyone!

Term 2, 2021 - Issue no. 4

Braybrook College is committed to the safety and
wellbeing of all children and young people.
The school has zero tolerance for child abuse, and is
committed to providing a child safe environment where
children and young people are safe and feel safe, and
their voices are heard about decisions that affect their
lives. Particular attention will be paid to the cultural
safety of Koorie children and children from culturally
and/or linguistically diverse backgrounds, as well as
the safety of children with a disability. Every person
involved in Braybrook College has a responsibility
to understand the important and specific role they
play individually and collectively to ensure that the
wellbeing and safety of all children and young people
is at the forefront of all they do and every decision
they make. Our child safe policies, procedures and
practices can be viewed on our College website.
Annual Privacy Reminder
Braybrook College collects, uses, discloses and
stores student and parent personal information for
standard school functions or where permitted by law,
as stated in the Department of Education’s Schools’
Privacy Policy. For further information, please refer to:
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/SchoolsPrivacy-Policy-information-for-parents.aspx

I hope that you enjoy this edition of our College
Newsletter. We truly value sharing news of all that our
staff and students are engaged with, and in particular,
COVIDSafe Practices
As mandated by the Departments of Health and the many and varied successes of our students.
Education, Braybrook College has developed a
COVIDSafe Plan. This plan is aligned with Victoria’s I wish everyone a safe and relaxing Term Two break.
COVIDSafe principles. The COVIDSafe practices
Kelly Panousieris
that are in place at the college are as follows:
•
CovidSafe routine cleaning continues
IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER
•
Non-essential visitors are limited until further
MONDAY 12TH JULY
notice
FIRST DAY OF TERM 3
•
Face masks must be worn indoors and
TUESDAY 13TH - FRIDAY 16TH JULY
outdoors by all staff, students and visitors
YEAR 11 VCAL NAYOOK CAMP
(unless an exemption applies)
WEDNESDAY 14TH JULY
•
Physical distancing of 1.5 metres applies to all
CITY CITE ORIENTATION - 9J, 9A & 9B
staff/adults and where possible for students
THURSDAY 15TH JULY
•
Density capacity limits do not apply to
CITY CITE ORIENTATION - 9C & 9D
classrooms but a density limit of one person
WEDNESDAY 21ST JULY
YEAR 11 - 2022
per 4 square metres applies to staff areas
VCE
INFORMATION EVENING
such as offices/lunchrooms and the College
6.30PM - ONWARDS
Reception area
MONDAY 26TH - FRIDAY 30TH JULY
•
Enhanced hand hygiene should be practised
CITY CITE PROGRAM - 9E
•
Hand sanitiser is available in every classroom
MONDAY 26TH - FRIDAY 30TH JULY
as well as offices and the College Reception
YEAR 10 WORK EXPERIENCE WEEK
area
MONDAY 26TH - FRIDAY 30TH JULY
NAIDOC WEEK
•
If unwell, staff and students should stay
MONDAY 2ND - FRIDAY 6TH AUGUST
home and get tested (Results MUST be
ENVIRONMENT WEEK
communicated/sent to the General Office or
MONDAY 2ND - FRIDAY 6TH AUGUST
the Principal when received).
CITY CITE PROGRAM - 9F
WEDNESDAY 11TH - FRIDAY 13TH AUGUST
School Review
YEAR 7 DOXA - CAMP 1
Regretfully, with the current restrictions limiting
SATURDAY 14TH - FRIDAY 20TH AUGUST
all non-essential school visitors, we have had to
YEAR 11 TASMANIA TRIP
postpone the 2021 School Review until Term 3. The
MONDAY 16TH - FRIDAY 20TH AUGUST
SCIENCE WEEK
new dates are:
TUESDAY 17TH - FRIDAY 20TH AUGUST
Tuesday 13th July – Validation Day
YEAR 11 DOXA CAMP
Thursday 5th August – Fieldwork Day 1
MONDAY 23RD - FRIDAY 27TH AUGUST
Friday 3rd September – Fieldwork Day 2
BOOK WEEK
Wednesday 8th September – Final Review Day
THURSDAY 9TH SEPTEMBER
Hopefully, we will be able to proceed with this very
PARENT/TEACHER INTERVIEWS
important work where all community stakeholders
STUDENT FREE DAY
are given the opportunity to be involved in reviewing
MONDAY 13TH - FRIDAY 17TH SEPTEMBER
CITY CITE PROGRAM - 9G & 9H
the college’s performance over the life of our four
MONDAY 13TH - FRIDAY 17TH SEPTEMBER
year Strategic Plan as well as participating in
YEAR 10 BOGONG CAMP
discussions on areas for future improvement and
WEDNESDAY 15TH - FRIDAY 17TH SEPTEMBER
strategic directions.
YEAR 7 DOXA - CAMP 2
On Thursday 5th August, from 9:00 to 10:00am, the
FRIDAY 17TH SEPTEMBER
Review Panel wish to hear the views of a group of
YEAR 12 DRESS UP DAY
parents (some new and others with more than three
FRIDAY 17TH SEPTEMBER
years’ experience with the school). If you are free at
LAST DAY OF TERM 3 - FINISH 2.18PM
this time and wish to participate, please contact me
WEDNESDAY 29TH SEPTEMBER FRIDAY 1ST OCTOBER
to register your interest.
YEAR 12 OCTOBER TESTS
DATES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE OR
Child Safety Policy & Practices

EVENT CANCELLED DUE TO COVID-19

Business Management
Food Stalls

Week 5, Term 2, 2021. A week of blood,
sweat, tears and food; LOTS of food.
Being able to watch the Business
Activity Week come to life with all of the
different groups setting up their stalls
and selling food, varying from takoyaki
and cheese sandwiches, to desserts such
as crepes and waffles was an experience
that was very unique and it was a moment
where Braybrook College felt like home.
There were many successful
businesses that were able to set
up on the day, including our own.
My partner, Minh and I were able to
complete our business and even go
beyond our own expectations and
sell out of our “Grilled Cheeze Stall”,
but we couldn’t do this without the
amazing team that we had on the day. Our

friends and teachers showed tremendous
support, whether it was helping us during the
production or, visiting our stall. This made the
experience even more enjoyable. It was still
stressful, but being around people that could
make you laugh and enjoy the activity made
the time pass by without us even noticing. It’s
just the clean up afterwards that sucked but
you can’t have too much of a good thing.
It wasn’t always smooth sailing though. We
had our fair bit of miscommunication and
last-minute complications and we witnessed
a lot of the other groups arguing but with
the amount of support we got from teachers
like Mr Karvelas, there really wasn’t much to
worry about in the end!

of what it would be like
to own a business and
although it’s a lot of work,
it is worth it. If you enjoyed
watching us take part in the
business activity week
then I highly recommend
you
pick
Business
Management
as
a
subject in Year 11.
Najila Ghafari
Year 11

The beauty in the Business Management class
is that it allows you to have a trial experience

MULTICULTURAL WEEK
During Week 5, we celebrated Multicultural
Week. It was fantastic to see students
from a variety of backgrounds excited to
celebrate their unique cultures, customs
and ethnic identity. The library was filled
with students and staff who eagerly
watched as the shows unwrapped
throughout the week.
The library on Tuesday became a stage for
dances, songs and poetry. The performances
started with Lina Nguyen, who sang the
Japanese song Gurenge by LiSA. Vaiui
Penaia and Serena Penaia performed
a Samoan dance while dressed in
traditional white dresses. Angela
Wu performed a series of beautiful
Mandarin poems. Khoi Nguyen, Nhi
Canh, Duy Tran and Bao Han Nguyen, a
group of Vietnamese students, sang Như
Ngày Hôm Qua, while wearing traditional
Vietnamese clothes. The final performance
was a K-pop dance by Palak Sood and Nhi
Canh.
On Wednesday, the library was once
again filled with students who came
together to play a K-pop Kahoot
quiz. Big thanks to Ms Donnellan
for organising and overseeing this.  

clothes. The fashion
show’s opening act was
a K-pop dance by Kelly
Ly which really pumped
up the audience! Then
our Vietnamese models,
Nhi Canh, Bao Han
Nguyen, Thu Tran, Quyen
Tran, Nghia Cat Binh La
and Hue Man Pham
walked the runway
as
Khoi
Nguyen
and Duy Tran spoke
about the significance
of the Ao Dai. Then
we had Cherry Thang
Eng, Pinky Lung Baw
and Esther Lian walk
onstage in traditional
Chin
clothing.
Tanya
Calladine
represented
Australia
by
wearing
casual
clothes
in
the
Aussie
colours.
Christina
Geressu
and
Maramawit
Mengesha wore traditional
Ethiopian clothes. And finally,
Dianna Omabak walked the runway in her
Papuan traditional clothes.  

On Friday we had a fashion show!
The library was transformed into a
runway, giving students the chance Hiba Adam and Ayaan Qani
to strut their stuff in their cultural - Multicultural Education Aides

Volunteering at

FareShare
How good is it to volunteer?

The joys of productivity and achievement was
apparent when the best of our Year 12 VCALs
went to work in the FareShare Schools in Kitchen
Program. It’s an annual pilgrimage for these
students, where they get the chance to work hard
and develop team unity whilst also contributing
to a marvelous charity. And, as you can see by
the photographs, becoming a cohesive unit in the
workplace allows the students to see each other
in an entirely different light. Despite a 6am start
for some, it was smiles all round as they came
together to produce 1800 scruptious egg and
bacon pies for those less fortunate.
Bon Appetite!
Maria Petrides - VCAL Coordinator

A SEMESTER FULL OF DRAMA
Junior Production and FANGIRLS
Arts Centre Melbourne excursion

Term 1 was a busy one for the Drama
Faculty! We had an excursion to Top Class
Theatre Studies at the Arts Centre for our
VCE Theatre Studies students; we ran
workshops for all Year 8 Drama students
with physical theatre practitioner Billy
Frost; and we also had Make A Scene
visit to perform their Commedia dell’Arte
show ‘Venice in Love’ for our Year 9 and
10 Drama students and our Year 10 and 11
Theatre Studies students. Make a Scene
also ran Commedia dell’Arte workshops
for our Year 9 and 10 Drama classes,
teaching students the art of slapstick
comedy and archetypical characters. After
2020, we are all feeling grateful to be able
to offer these wonderful performance and
workshop opportunities!

In the Drama Faculty, Term 2 was off
to a great start with Junior Production
rehearsals underway for our end of term
show ‘The Internet is Distract- OH LOOK
A KITTEN!’ A number of enthusiastic
students from Years 7, 8, 9 and 10 have
been cast, while Year 10 Theatre Studies
students are busy designing the set,
props lighting, sound, costumes and
makeup for the show. To celebrate our
first-ever Junior Production, we attended
a performance of FANGIRLS at The Arts
Centre of Melbourne. Students from the
Junior Production cast and the Year 10
Theatre Studies class had an excellent
time at this high-energy musical comedy!

Staff and students from 7-10
at FANGIRLS – Arts Centre
Melbourne

Because the Night

Malthouse Theatre excursion

VCE Theatre Students recently attended
Year 8 Physical Theatre workshops
a very special excursion to the Malthouse
with Billy Frost
Theatre to be part of the immersive
theatre performance ‘Because the
Night’. It was an exhilarating experience
for our students to explore the 32 rooms
which make up the set and stage for this
incredible show. ‘Because the Night’ is
a little bit Hamlet, a little bit Stranger
Things and a little bit first-personperspective video game! We recommend
everyone to support the Arts and go see
what Time Out is calling Melbourne’s
VCE Theatre students at the Arts Centre Make a Scene performing the Commedia ‘must-see’ show of the year.
for Top Class Theatre
dell’Arte show ‘Venice in Love’

‘And Thenby There
Were
None’
Agatha Christie
The Year 12 Theatre Studies class recently performed the
murder mystery ‘And Then There Were None’ by Agatha
Christie. The play, set in England in the 1940s follows the lives
of 10 strangers brought to a mysterious house on Soldier Island
off the coast of Devon. One by one, each character is found
murdered. The tension escalates as the survivors realise the
killer is not only among them but is preparing to strike again…
and again...
The Year 12 Theatre students worked in two production roles
across acting, directing, set, props, costume, makeup, lighting
and sound to produce this brilliant show. Audiences agreed that
our highly skilled set designers did an incredible job turning C7
into a turn-of-the-century seaside manor house, and our actors
did a wonderful job performing this ambitious play. Well done
to the cast and crew for producing such outstanding work!
Kathryn McLeod - Drama Coordinator

BIGGEST MORNING TEA

Australia’s Biggest Morning Tea is a community event
that raises vital funds to make a big difference for those
impacted by cancer. This year we held a morning tea with
a breakfast twist. 39 staff attended a very early breakfast
in the school dining room. Our team approached local
businesses for donations towards a raffle.
We would like to thank the following
companies for their support.
•
The Spruce Bar, Moonee Ponds
•
Shinny Star Nails, Braybrook
•
Leigh Hair and Beauty,
Braybrook
•
Burgertory, Braybrook
•
Browtistic Beauty, Braybrook
•
Mc Intyre Lunch box, North
Sunshine
•
Sushi Sam, Braybrook
Special thank you to those that
volunteered with collecting raffle
prizes and preparing breakfast.

Together we raised a total of
$1402.00

Colleen Clarke - Staff Association

DEBATING 2021
ROUND 3

On May 19th, the 3rd round of the DAV debating competition took place
at Williamstown High School. Only two teams attended this round. The
Year 11 B Grade team were challenged with a secret topic, and given
only one hour to prepare. The trio, consisting of Henry Dinh, Marko
Cukanic and Jake Ho, managed to put together a strong case arguing
against the implementation of a four-day work week, citing strong
concerns over the economical impact of reducing work hours and
highlighting the underlying laziness that would be compounded with
more days off. In his second ever debate, Jake thoroughly impressed
the adjudicator with his comprehensive rebuttal, earning the Best
Speaker Award.
This win was followed up by the Year 9 D Grade team. Jamie Hang,
Jamal Laqui and Cooper Boyle prepared to argue against the banning
of animal testing. The team rehearsed for hours before the debate,
making huge improvements to their style and confidence. Their delivery
was nearly flawless, securing a clear victory. Jamal’s performance
was so convincing, even the adjudicator could not suggest any
improvement and awarded Jamal the Best Speaker Award.
David Nguyen - Debating Coordinator

YEAR 7 & 8 FRIGHT NIGHT
Fright
Night was a very
memorable event where
I made new friends in 8C and
8B. I had lots of fun, and although
it wasn’t too scary, the gratification
of being able to spend time in an
environment with new people was enough.
I really hope that the future Year 7s will have
as much fun as I did. It was quite funny due
to the fact that because I spent most of my
time last year at home, I was unaware of
the many programs and activities that the
Year 7s get to do. It was difficult to answer
questions due to this fact but with the
cooperation of my teammates and
LoL, we managed to complete
these questions and riddles.
Katrine Le -8J

Fright
Night was filled
with both fun and
scary surprises. There
was quite a lot of exercise
and running away but I didn’t
mind because it was enjoyable.
Although we didn’t win, it
was fun to make new friends,
explore the school and find
out more about Braybrook.
Tina Ha - 8J

Year 10 Work Experience

All students from Year 10 will be undertaking a one week Work Experience in Week 3 of Term
3. This will allow students to experience a workplace and gain some understanding of the skills and
knowledge that would be required in that industry. Work Experience is a great opportunity for students
to extend their network of contacts in the community. We are always appreciative of the employers
who assist our students in both Work Experience and Structured Workplace Learning.   We are also in
the process of arranging for the VCE VET students to undertake their Structured Workplace Learning
in Term 3. If any families are able to assist with offering work experience places, please let us know.
Ms Archer, Ms Iatrou, Mr Cholewinski and Mr Strover
Careers and Pathways

News from the Pathways Team

The VCE and Managed Individual Pathways staff provide an extensive VCE counselling and subject
selection process for Year 10 and 11 students. However, if you or your child require additional support, please contact either Ms Brereton or Ms Gadea.

Term 3 Year 10 Course Counselling Timeline
WEEK 1
and
WEEK 2
WEEK 2
WEEK 4
and
WEEK 5

•
•
•
•
•
•

“Introduction to the VCE” lesson to each Year 10 class
Homegroup session will contain information / course counselling activities
VCE Handbook distributed to Year 10 students
Homegroup session will contain information / course counselling activities
Senior information session for Year 10 students
Year 11 - 2022 VCE/VCAL Information Evening for students and parents

•
•
•

Counselling of EAL classes re: 3 Year VCE. (Including a letter sent home)
Homegroup session will contain information / course counselling activities
Individual student counselling and course selection after school

Term 3 Year 11 Course Counselling Timeline
WEEK 3
and
WEEK 7

•

Individual student counselling and course selection after school

MUSIC
VCE VETINDUSTRY

Students in the VCE VET Music Industry (Sound Production) class
have recently been learning how to use the Digital sound desk.
This piece of industry standard equipment has been purchased to
give the students experience on the current technology. A number
of students in this course are considering studying Music at the
tertiary level, so this knowledge will be very useful. Thanks to Mr
Harris for training the students in this area.
Rowena Archer
VET Coordinator

