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NEWSLETTER

STUDENT
ACHIEVEMENTS
CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL
OUR 2019 YEAR 12 STUDENTS

The College is very proud of the graduating class of
2019 who achieved outstanding VCE results. There are
numerous statistics I could quote, but I will concentrate
on just a few.
First, our All Study VCE median score was 30 – and
just a whisker away from being a 31. This is a number
often used to indicate how a school has performed.
The average throughout all educational sectors
(Government, Private and Catholic) is 30, so to be
consistently achieving at or above this is a credit to our
whole school community – students, teachers, support
staff and families.
Another impressive figure is the 18 students who
achieved ATARs above 90. There are so many in this
category this year that we are having trouble fitting
their photos on to our achievement boards and into
the newsletter – what an agreeable problem to have! A
further 25 students got ATARs in the 80s, giving a total
of 43 students in the top 20% of the state.
Almost 98% of our students who applied for a tertiary
place received an offer. In fact, there were 149 tertiary
offers through VTAC as well as a number of direct
offers made to Braybrook College students. The most
popular university amongst our students this year
is clearly RMIT (58 students electing to study there),
followed by Monash University (25 students) then
the University of Melbourne, La Trobe University and
Swinburne each having 17 Braybrook College students
choosing to enrol in their various courses.
While we wish to congratulate all our graduating
students, special mention must go to our 2019 Dux,
Thanh PHAM who achieved an ATAR of 99.7 and has
chosen to study Optometry at Deakin University. She
has been awarded a Vice-Chancellor’s Scholarship
which will cover 50% of her fees for the duration of
her course. Thanh has had a well-deserved, extended
overseas holiday over the summer. Upon her return,
she will be presented as our 2019 Dux at a College
Assembly and will be asked to speak to the school
community about her great VCE results. Our other top
performing students were Kevin Hoang (ATAR - 98.8)
and Timothy Han (ATAR – 98.7).
I can already see our 2020 Year 12 students striving
to match the outstanding efforts of their predecessors.
The class of 2019’s results did the College proud – it
remains to be seen whether this year’s cohort can out
do them.
Congratulations to the Braybrook College Class of
2019.
Arlene Bailey - Assistant Principal
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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE
Welcome to 2020 and a new decade
It is with great pleasure that I welcome
back all our students for the start of
the 2020 school year. I also extend
greetings to all our staff, parents and
guardians. Certainly, for our new Year
7 students, I can only imagine the night
before where there would have been
great excitement and a few nerves about
the start of the school year. Having said
that, our newest student cohort have
settled in like long time educational
veterans! Well done, Year 7! I would
like to congratulate all our students
for the terrific start, where the main
focus has been settling into classes
with their teachers and engaging with
the curriculum and programs at hand.
I wish every single student good luck
with their 2020 ‘R.O.A.D to Success’
(Respect, Organisation, Application
and Determination) – a clear set
of values that encompass high
expectations
around
behaviour,
work ethic and relationships and
when consistently referred to and
modelled by students, (both within and
outside the classroom) will ensure that
they learn, grow, develop and achieve
their full potential.
Mobile Phone Policy
Students have demonstrated a high
level of maturity and reliability with the
Mobile Phone Policy, and the reminders
and confiscations are declining and the
level of compliance is very pleasing. My
congratulations to our students on their
adoption of this impactful policy.

Facilities
Over the holidays, our Maintenance Team worked
tirelessly to prepare our buildings and grounds for the
2020 school year. The new Tennis/Basketball courts
behind our synthetic Soccer pitch were finally finished
and have been a most welcome addition to our college
facilities. Furthermore, some minor building works
were completed including window installation to the
boys’ and girls’ toilets and the boys’ toilets received a
much overdue coat of paint – with the girls’ toilets to be
painted during the next school holidays. Our crowning
glory was the installation of air conditioning in a further
10 rooms just in time for the warm weather with staff
and students alike welcoming the ‘cooler’ learning
environments during hot days. The Drama Room also
received a minor renovation with the much-awaited
addition of a ‘back of stage’ area completed just in
time for the start of term. And…. finally, the Minister of
Education, James Merlino has delivered the best news
in a long while, in a letter informing School Council
and the college community that our much-anticipated
Auditorium/Lecture Theatre can go ahead. We are now
excitedly working with the Victorian Schools Building
Authority (VSBA) to appoint a Project Manager. Watch
this space for further developments with this project!
2020 Annual Implementation Plan (AIP): for
improving student outcomes (based on Strategic
Plan 2018-2021)
2020 is the third year of our 4-year Strategic Plan.
Our over-arching goal is: ‘To improve student learning
outcomes at all levels across the school’ and the five
Key Improvement Strategies that we will continue to
address this year are:
1. Building the Instructional capacity and practice of
every teacher
2. Building collaborative practices across the school
3. Using data consistently to track student learning
and differentiating for student learning needs
4. Planning curriculum and using consistent
assessment practices across the school
5. Building shared and Instructional Leadership
across the school
Our 2020 AIP has been endorsed by staff, School
Council and the Region. If you would like a copy of the
AIP, please contact the General Office.

Student Support
Our Sub School Leaders, Year Level
Coordinators,
Assistant
Principals
and indeed, all staff, are committed to
delivering the best possible support
for all our students and we ask that
this support be reciprocated in a
collegial, community focused manner.
Interactions for all of us have to be
respectful and solution focused. Please
do not hesitate to contact your child’s
Year Level Team or even the Wellbeing
Team if you or your child require further
support on any issues affecting your
School Council
child’s education.
I encourage parents and students who can afford the
time to consider joining School Council – we have
Uniform
Uniform is looking great, but there is still several vacancies. Nomination forms were sent home
some room for improvement and we will with students or can be collected from the General
continue to remind our students about Office. If you are interested in nominating (or discussing
proper uniform. If this is causing any the possibility), please contact me.
stress for you, please do not hesitate to
contact us; we are here and happy to Sad news
It is with a great deal of sadness, that I inform the
help.
college community of the death of one of our beloved
staff members, Isabella Nguyen. Isabella lost her
New and returning staff
On a separate note, we welcome our fight with cancer on 22nd
Her passing
newest staff members to the College: February.
Ms Brooke Connor (English/Humanities), has deeply affected us all.
Mr Sam Coombs (English/Humanities), We have appreciated the
Mr Willian Dellas (Maths/Science), Ms support offered by the DET
Jing Han (Maths/Science), Ms Tammy Student Support Services
Le (Maths/Science), Mr Thien Le (Maths/ counsellors. Our thoughts
Science), Ms Catherine van Vliet (Maths/ and well-wishes go out to
Science) and Ms Claire Wilkinson Isabella’s family and loved
(Drama). Also returning after leave we ones.
welcome back: Mr Michael Dundon after
two years overseas, Ms Louise Latina I wish everyone the best for
after a year’s leave and Ms Rosie Xuereb 2020.
after a term’s leave. I know that everyone Kelly Panousieris
Isabella Nguyen
will make these staff members welcome.

2019 VCE RESULTS

Congratulations to all our 2019 Year 12 students

Once again Braybrook College students achieved some outstanding VCE results leading them on to their chosen tertiary
studies. These successes demonstrate that consistent hard work and regular involvement in college co-curricular activities
enables young people to find the balance required to cope with the demands of VCE.

Victorian Certificate of Education

lege

Col
2019

Dux

(Ngoc Ha) Thanh Pham
99.70
Optometry
Vice Chancellor’s
International Scholarship
Deakin University

Sunny Nguyen
97.20
Biomedical Science
Scholars Program
Monash University

Anna (Phuong Anh) Le
93.15
Design
Melbourne University

Kevin Hoang
98.80
Commerce/Actuarial
Science
Monash University

Timothy Han
98.70
Computer Science
Advanced (Honours)
Monash University

Long Le
98.60
Commerce
Melbourne University

Simon (Tuan Minh)
Phuong
96.65
Biomedicine
Melbourne University

Sandy Nguyen-Duong
95.95
Law / Arts
Monash University

Lillian Zammit
95.55
Applied Science and
Master of Physiotherapy
La Trobe University

Steven Banh
92.75
Commerce
Melbourne University

Tony (Duc) Vu
Tra-Mi Do
92.10
91.70
Occupational Therapy
Radiography and
(Pass and Honours)
Medical Imaging
Australian Catholic University Monash University

Marella Morad
Hannie (Tieu Bang) Nguyen
98.20
97.90
Engineering
Pharmaceutical
(Software)
Science
Swinburne University
Monash University

Arif Jakupi
94.95
Science
Melbourne University

Steven Pham
91.30
Medical Imaging
RMIT University

Hanh Vo
94.30
Global Studies
Monash University

Lisa (Thi Thanh) Le
91.30
Engineering (Honours)
Monash University

Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning
Congratulations to the 74 students who graduated in
2019 with an Intermediate or Senior VCAL Certificate.
The Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning (VCAL)
is a hands-on option for students in Years 11 and
12. The VCAL gives students practical work-related
experience, as well as literacy and numeracy skills
and the opportunity to build personal skills that are
important for life and work.
The majority of these students have enrolled into TAFE
courses, such as Diploma of Nursing, Diploma of
Business Administration, Certificate IV in Youth Work,
Electrotechnology Pre-Apprenticeship, Certificate III
in Aviation (Cabin Crew), Certificate IV Cyber Security.
Some were also fortunate enough to be offered
Apprenticeships in Automotive, after their impressive
performance during their Work Placements.
Wishing all the VCAL Graduates the best of luck in
their future endeavours.
Ms Petrides and the VCAL Team

Brandon Rogers
Certificate IV
in Youth Work
Victoria University

Cherry Bingai Chho
Business Administration
Victoria University TAFE

Charlee Pearce
Full Time
Employment
Mecca Maxima

Nathan Mota
Certificate IV Cyber
Security
Victoria University TAFE

Reham Abdulhaq
Diploma of Nursing
Australian Catholic
University

Thian (Huai Thian Vung)
Mangzong
Certificate III
in Health Administration
Victoria University TAFE

Bradley Heffernan
Teresa Nawn
Certificate IV
Diploma of Justice
in Tertiary Studies
Kangan Batman TAFE
Victoria University TAFE

YEAR 12 STUDY DAYS AT MELBOURNE UNIVERSITY
Year 12 VCE started their final year with a
highly successful Study Days program. On
6th February Braybrook College students
ventured to Melbourne University to gain an
insight from last year’s cohort about how to
manage this exciting but sometimes stressful
year. With these pearls of wisdom in hand,
students then enthusiastically embarked on a
day of connection, focus, knowledge and goal
setting.
The following day was dedicated to English/
EAL. Film watching, lectures and workshops in
the CBD gave our students a jump start to the
year in this very important area of study. We
utilised some of Melbourne’s most beautiful
buildings – Parliament House, Treasury and
the State Library to further inspire the Class
of 2020. With such a positive beginning, we
have high expectations for this group of Year
12s!
Ms Gadea - Senior Sub-School Leader

ACADEMIC
ADVISORS

This year Braybrook College has further
enhanced the functionality of the VCE Centre
by employing Academic Advisors. Each day
from 8.30am – 3.30pm, these advisors ensure
that the VCE Centre is neat, comfortable and
that noise is kept to a workable level. The
advisors tutor during study periods and are
available for students to ask questions about
the challenges of Year 12, scholarships, parttime work opportunities and the transition to
university. Each advisor is a former successful
graduate of the college who is currently
participating in tertiary education. They are a
welcome addition to the support network that
the school provides for our senior students to
help ensure that each student reaches their
potential.
Ms Gadea - Senior Sub-School Leader

YEAR 11 STUDY DAY AT VICTORIA UNIVERSITY
In Week 2 Year 11s received a taste of
what is to come during the annual Focus
Day held at the Convention Centre at
Victoria University. The day is designed
for students to tap into their potential
and gain an understanding of the tools
they may need as they transition from
Year 10 into their VCE/VCAL courses.
This year students had the opportunity
to hear incredible speakers, discuss
their study habits and receive the firsthand experience of previous successful
Braybrook College graduates.
A highlight of the day was a guest
presenter from Elevate Education. This
session gave our Year 11s simple,
practical strategies for keeping on
track with their studies using reallife examples they could relate to. An
important emphasis of this session
was around maintaining a ‘study-life
balance’ to avoid stress and burn-out.
Students were encouraged to create a
‘flexible timetable’ that allows for a mix
of study, recreation time and part-time
work with an element of freedom and
regular study breaks. The session also
stressed that part-time work should not
exceed 12 hours per week during VCE/
VCAL.
For a lot of the students, the most
informative part of the day came when
several successful graduates who
had completed VCE in 2019 returned
to share their wisdom with the Year
11s. For many students, this was the

first opportunity they had received to ask questions
about how to cope with the pressures of VCE from
those that had experienced it. Many students left the
session commenting on its effectiveness and with more
confidence in their leap into the VCE. The Year 11 VCAL
cohort had the opportunity to take a tour of the training
facilities available at VU TAFE. The students also had a
chance to chat with many past VCAL students who are
now undertaking TAFE courses at VU.
Presenters and teachers alike commented on the
outstanding attendance, attitude and behaviour of
students throughout the day. We are looking forward to
the continued excellent efforts from this cohort in the year
to come.
Mr Van Brink and Mr Fewster - Year 11 Coordinators

WELCOME TO THE YEAR 7 CLASS OF 2020

The Year 7 students of
2020 have settled in very
well to life at Braybrook
College.
To ease the transition to
secondary school, Year 7
students participated in an
Induction Program for the
first 3 days of the school
year.   They started with
Icebreakers where they
became more comfortable
with their peers and had
much fun in the process.
The 3 days finished with
a Time Capsule activity
where they wrote a letter
to their future selves. They
will open their letters in 6
years, upon their Year 12
Graduation.
Students were introduced
to a range of college practices such as Diary usage,
the Home Group Program,
Houses, locker usage, the
Library and ICT. They also
participated in On-Demand
testing, the data which will
help us in our teaching and
your children with their
learning. Very importantly,
they were introduced to our
rules regarding appropriate
conduct through Anti Bullying and Harassment and
College Conduct sessions.

3 DAY INDUCTION PROGRAM

Evening. Finger food was
served by our LOLs (Leaders Of Leadership) as Year
7 students and parents
mingled with teachers in
our library courtyard. It
was a pleasure to see familiar faces, some of whom
were Braybrook College
students themselves, and
meet new parents and carers.
We had a full house in the
Music Centre. Parents were
informed about their child’s
progress to date and many
of our practices and policies. Parents had the opportunity to ask questions
that were hopefully answered to their satisfaction. It was a very friendly,
open and jovial session.

MEET N’ GREET

We look forward to a positive and sustained relationship with our new families as we support our Year
7 students on their journey
through secondary school.
A couple of weeks into the term, Year 7
students have readily embraced the culture of Braybrook College. As part of their
House activities they participated in the
Swimming Carnival. They have borrowed
sports equipment, joined clubs and participated in Peer Support. At the time of writ-

ing this, the Sleepovers and Fright Night
were yet to come. Immunisation is also on
the agenda.
On the 12th February, we welcomed all
our new families to the Braybrook College community at the Year 7 Welcome

“If we win the first hour
and the last hour of the day
then we win the day!”
Ms Peric
- Junior Sub-School
Leader

2020 BRAYBROOK COLLEGE
STUDENT SCHOLARSHIPS

Congratulations
to all our 2020
scholarship
winners!

These scholarships
are sponsored by the
School Council.

2020 - YEAR 7 SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS
L to R - Minh Hua (Academic), William Hurt (Sport), Sienna Munteanu (Academic), Yoko Tran (Academic), Katy
Gia Linh Nguyen (Leadership), Justin Lin (Leadership),
Melissa Tran (Leadership), Tina Ha (Academic), Katrine Le
(Academic), Marielle Gallano (Leadership).

The scholarship
winners have also
demonstrated that
they are ‘good
citizens’ who have
been positive role
models for others.

2020 - 2021 VCE SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS
L to R - An Huynh, Jacqueline Gadea, Natalie Phan,
Tran Trinh

2019 - 2020 VCE SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS
L to R - Daqlan Lee, Livia Daravong, David Tran,
Georgia Tsobanis

SWIMMING SPORTS
CARNIVAL 2020

The Swimming Carnival took place on Friday the 14th of February at Sunshine Swimming pool. Our students walked to the pool in their four House groups - Pegasus,
Gryphon, Centaur and Phoenix. Most of the day was hot and humid so our students
took to the pool to cool off and compete in a number of different events, while their
teammates in House-colours cheered from the sidelines.The day ran smoothly and
finished just in time before the afternoon storm arrived.
All the Houses performed well but Centaur was the highest scoring House on the day
with an impressive 77-point lead over Gryphon in second place. Mr. Baker again did a
great job organising the day and was assisted by all the staff who joined in the spirit by
supporting their relevant Houses. Well done to all the students who participated on the
day and we look forward to the Athletics Carnival early next term.
Mr Welch - Co-curricular Coordinator
HOUSE POINTS TALLY:
1st:
2nd:
3rd:
4th:

CENTAUR HOUSE:     	
GRYPHON HOUSE:
PHOENIX HOUSE:    
PEGASUS HOUSE:    

398
321
300
251

YEAR 12 VCAL SMOOTHIE BAR TRIPOD
ENTERPRISE PROGRAM
The Smoothie Bar Tripod Enterprise
program provided the 12 VCAL students
with a two day hands-on program. Students
were required to develop their teamwork
and problem-solving skills. Some of the
team building activities included making
paper planes, building a tower and having
discussions between each team member.
The aim of this program was to work in
teams to create a smoothie product. We
did some market research, came up with
our own brand name, designed our own
label, used financial solving, pitched our
ideas and eventually gave a taste test to
the Year 7s, who voted on their favourite
smoothie.

1960s

Through this program, we obtained
confidence in both ourselves and
working with others. We experienced
entrepreneurship.
We
applied
the
knowledge of Mathematics needed in
businesses and developed some work related skills. We are now better at giving
a presentation because we used time
management strategies and we had to be
very well organised. Furthermore, it gave
us an opportunity to be good role models
for the Year 7s and expose the younger
students to the VCAL program. This

1990s

1970s

60th Birthday

1980s

Saturday 29th August

2020

11.00am - 4.00pm

program is highly recommended
to be included in our future VCAL
programs as it was a great way to
start the year!
By Dawt Khun Tial

2000s

Celebrating the
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YEAR LEVEL COORDINATION TEAMS 2020
YEAR 7 & 8 TEAM

Nada Peric
Con Lekakis
Junior
Year 7
Sub School Leader Coordinator

Virginia Hobbs
Year 7
Deputy

Chris Theaker
Year 8
Coordinator

Katrina Wilson April Waleryszek
Year 8
Year 7 and 8
Admin Assistant
Deputy

YEAR 9 & 10 TEAM

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER
FRIDAY 28TH FEBRUARY
7H, 7I, AND 7J
SLEEPOVER

FRIDAY 20TH MARCH
7A, 7B, 7C AND 7D
SLEEPOVER

MONDAY 9TH MARCH
LABOUR DAY
HOLIDAY

TUESDAY 24TH MARCH
PARENT /TEACHER
INTERVIEWS

WEDNESDAY 11TH MARCH
TWILIGHT EXPO
5.00PM - 7.00PM

FRIDAY 27TH MARCH
LAST DAY OF
TERM 1 - (2.18PM FINISH)

2021 - YEAR 7 STUDENTS

Caroline Brereton Barry Scheele Luciana Nguyen
Middle
Year 9
Year 9
Sub School Leader Coordinator
Deputy

Travis Waring
Year 10
Coordinator

YEAR 11 & 12 TEAM

Vicky La
Year 10
Deputy

Katie Stathakopoulos
Year 9 and 10
Admin Assistant

TWILIGHT EXPO
Wednesday 11th March
5.00pm - 7.00pm

Tour of College facilities and classroom demonstrations
Opportunity to meet key personnel

2020 - SCHOOL TOURS

Tania Gadea
Ross van Brink Logan Fewster
Senior
Year 11
Year 11
Sub School Leader Coordinator
Deputy

Alison Ryan
Year 12
Coordinator

Jessica De Silva Ruby De Luna
Year 12
Year 11 and 12
Coordinator Admin Assistant

2020 STUDENT HEALTH & WELLBEING TEAM
We would like to
remind parents that
the team operates
on an open door
policy and that we
welcome parent Petti Hadzisavas April Waleryszek
STUDENT YOUTH SUPPORT
engagement.
WELLBEING

Jenni
Albrecht
HEALTH
NURSE

Mariela
Beck-Godoy
SOCIAL
WORKER

OFFICER

Term 1:
		
Term 2:
		
		

Monday 16th March
Wednesday 25th March
Tuesday 21st April
Friday 8th May
Thursday 21st May

Tours will be conducted at 9.30am
Parents are asked to ring the college
for a booking on one of these dates
ADVANCED PROGRAM

SEEK PROGRAM

(Select Entry for Enrichment and Knowledge)

David
Nguyen
DOCTOR

Tin
Aung
NURSE

YEAR 7 CLASS - 2021
Applications close 17th April, 2020
ACER administered test on 16th May, 2020
For further information contact:
Ms J. DeSilva or Ms K. Singleton

YEAR 7 SCHOLARSHIPS

Anastasia
Bazzano
SPEECH
PATHOLOGIST

Maya
Obucina
PSYCHOLOGIST

Slade
Katherveloo
PSYCHOLOGIST

Virginia Hobbs
Abel Salfate
Ben Ladbrook
EQUAL
DRUG
ANTI
OPPORTUNITY EDUCATION
HARASSMENT
COORDINATOR CONTACT PERSON CONTACT

Steven
Markwick
INTEGRATION
COORDINATOR

SECONDARY SCHOOL IMMUNISATION PROGRAM

The Immunisation Team will be visiting our school to administer immunisations on the
following dates:
(Human Papillomavirus), Diptheria,
Tuesday 21st April
Year 7 - Girls and Boys HPV
Chickenpox, Tetanus, Whooping Cough
Tuesday 21st April

Year 10 - Girls and Boys

Meningococcal

Wednesday 21st October

Year 7 - Girls and Boys

HPV

Scholarships are presented in the 4 areas of:
• ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT • LEADERSHIP
• SPORT • MUSIC/PERFORMING ARTS/CREATIVE ARTS
Applications will be available on the College Website
after the enrolment process has concluded.

PARENT/GUARDIAN CONTACT DETAILS

Please ensure that your contact details are up to date at all times.
If you have recently moved or any of your contact details have changed
please notify the General Office immediately.
This is especially important in the event of an emergency where we
may need to contact you. It will also ensure that you receive any
correspondence the college sends out.

UNIFORM

REMINDERS
1. Totally black leather shoes/runners must be worn by students in ALL year levels.
2. Sports Polo ($25 at Uniform shop) and sports shorts ($18 at Uniform shop) MUST be
worn by all Year 7-10 students for PE/Sports.
The Sports Uniform:
• CAN ONLY BE WORN HOME FROM SCHOOL IF PE PRACTICAL CLASS IS
PERIOD 5 & 6 and for all interschool sporting events
• Students MUST wear FULL school uniform when not doing P.E.
3. House Polo ($25 at Uniform shop).

SCHOOL BASED HPV VACCINATION PROGRAM FOR MALES AND FEMALES
Say YES to protecting everyone from HPV-related cancers.

CSEF

The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) is available to the parents of
eligible students. The allowance is $225.00 per child, per year. This amount will
be paid to the school and will contribute to the cost of camps, sports, incursions
and excursions for your child.
To be eligible for CSEF, the parent or guardian must hold one of the following cards:
•
Veterans Affairs Gold Card
•
Centrelink Health Care Card
•
Pensioner Concession Card
or · be a temporary foster parent
or · the student is 16 years or older and holds a valid concession card
(such as a Youth Allowance Health Care Card)
Applications should be submitted to the General Office as soon as possible but
will not be accepted after the 26th June, 2020.

SECONDHAND UNIFORM
Any students who have college uniform items that they have
outgrown or have no further use for can donate these to the
school if they are in good condition. These items will be added
to our secondhand uniform pool which we occasionally access
when students are unable to be in correct uniform. Please hand
in secondhand uniform items to the General Office or contact
Ms Bailey on 9312 2900 who can collect items.
UNIFORM SHOP HOURS
(Double ‘C’ Jeanery sales person on duty)
Mondays: - Lunchtime 12.36pm-1.25pm
Tuesdays: - After school 3.06pm - 4.00pm

or ORDER ONLINE AT www.dcsuniforms.com.au

