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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT

Welcome back to Term 2 – a term like no other!

This is one of the strangest term commencements that we are ever likely to experience. I
sincerely hope that you are finding ways of navigating this new ‘normal’ that we have all been
launched into. I would like to thank every member of our community for being so supportive as
we navigate our way through such unknown territory as COVID-19.
After a few teething problems, predominately
with unreliable internet connections, I am happy
to report that, in the main, our students are wrangling the online learning, logging on, attempting
the work set, contacting teachers, enlisting the
assistance that they need and have generally
been able to engage in some form with continuing their learning.
Important skills such as grit, resilience, flexibility, adaptability and independence are evident
in many of our students and modelled by our
teachers as we have adapted to the world of
online learning. Relationships and connections
have been a very important priority for our school
and teachers have been there to assist students,
in every way, every day. I must congratulate our
staff for the manner in which they have embraced
our new ways of working and for continuing to
go above and beyond for our students.
Also, well done to our parents! We know that
working from home as well as supporting / monitoring / encouraging your children to undertake
remote learning is challenging. We are keen to
support families through this time so please do
not hesitate to contact me if you would like some
assistance. The IT team is also available to assist with laptop or internet issues/concerns –
please contact or visit the General Office during
school hours (9am – 4.30pm).
The Department of Education has provided some
excellent materials to help support remote learning. They can be accessed via: https://www.
education.vic.gov.au/parents/learning/Pages/
home-learning-supporting-child.aspx
As we eagerly await directions from the Premier,
the Minister of Education and the Chief Medical
Officer about our return to on-site learning, students are reminded to continue to follow their
regular timetable, log on to Compass for each
lesson to access their teachers’ instructions and
to engage in the learning for every session. Being in a routine that is sustainable, eating well,
sleeping and exercising will support this unusual
state in which we all find ourselves. Finally, we
ask students to please remember to complete
your weekly Wellbeing Survey to let us know
whether you require assistance with your learning tasks or need access to wellbeing support
and further coping strategies. Be gentle with
yourself, look at implementing some self-nurturing practices and do your best to stay connected.
Please know that we are concerned about you
all, wanting to be connected, albeit in the virtual space and happy to assist to the best of our
abilities.

REMOTE CURRICULUM
COMMITTEE MEETING
End of Semester Reports
To accommodate various changes that have been
made due to our remote online learning, the college
has created a modified reporting template for the
Semester 1 reports. Currently, all teachers are
assessing students’ work so I ask parents to support
their children to complete all work requirements/
assessment tasks to ensure they obtain the best
results possible.
Take care everyone and see you on the ‘other side’!
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IMPORTANT DATES
TO REMEMBER
MONDAY 25TH MAY
ALL TEACHERS & ES STAFF RETURN
CURRICULUM DAY
PUPIL FREE DAY
TUESDAY 26TH MAY
YEAR 11 AND 12 RETURN

MONDAY 8TH JUNE
QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY HOLIDAY
TUESDAY 9TH JUNE
YEAR 7, 8, 9 AND 10 RETURN
FRIDAY 12TH JUNE
REPORT WRITING DAY

FRIDAY 26TH JUNE
LAST DAY OF TERM 2

WEDNESDAY 8TH - FRIDAY 10TH JULY
(DURING MID YEAR HOLIDAY BREAK)
YEAR 12 PRACTICE EXAMS
FOR ALL SUBJECTS
Schedule to be provided to students
MONDAY 13TH JULY
1ST DAY TERM 3

International Student Luncheon
Each year, during Term 1, we hold a Welcome Luncheon for all our International Students. It is an
opportunity for our new and continuing International Students to get together in a relaxed atmosphere and
get to know and support each other. New students can learn from the experiences of those that have been
at the college in previous years as they make their way in a new country, new community and new school.
It was great to see how supportive the students, from all year levels across the school were of each other.
As well as welcoming new students it was a time for returning students, many of whom had travelled back
to Vietnam over the holidays, to catch up socially. Of course, the trips back home and the social gettogether all took place before the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic. As I write this article, it’s amazing to
think of the changes that have taken place in such a short space of time.
As it’s a luncheon, food is a very important component. This year there was Pizza, Banh Mi with a range
of fillings and lots of varieties of fresh fruit. The luncheon was held in the VCE centre.
Many teachers, including the Principal, Year Level Coordinators and Sub-school Leaders attended the
luncheon and mingled with the students in a relaxed atmosphere. It was such a happy gathering that
several ‘non-International’ Braybrook College students attempted to gate-crash and join in the celebrations.
As I write this article, I am very glad that we held our annual Welcome Luncheon when we did. Otherwise,
like many other activities, it may have had to have been postponed or even cancelled for 2020 because of
school closures. However, it is one event that we managed to hold and that day, many students left with
big smiles on their faces.
Arlene Bailey
Assistant Principal and International Student Coordinator

HOLOCAUST MUSEUM VISIT
As soon as we arrived we saw the Jewish
symbol and in the middle was a fire that went
for 24/7. We heard from survivor named Joe
who talked to us about his experience in the
Holocaust. He was 98 years old still going
strong! Joe explained his childhood and what
happened when he was young and it was
very sad and interesting. After Joe’s speech,
we went around the museum and it was very
interesting looking around. I saw images of
people helping the Jews escape death and
it was amazing how one person could save
thousands of Jews. The whole museum
was dedicated to the Holocaust and it was
amazing.
My favourite part of the day was Joe’s speech
and also when I shook his hand. It was quite
an amazing experience meeting Joe.
David Pham - 10G
One of the things I enjoyed about our visit to
the Holocaust Museum was listening to one
of the survivor’s stories of what they went
through in the Holocaust. It felt very personal
and unique being able to listen to what one
individual experienced and how they were
affected by it.
The visit to the museum was also interesting
because it focused more on the victims of the
Holocaust, the Jewish, by telling their stories.
Angelina Tran - 10G

Teaching
VCE VET - COMMUNITY Art
Subjects
SERVICES
Online

Guest Speakers
from
Victoria Police

The students in the VCE VET
Community
Services
classes
recently had a visit from Victoria
Police.   Officers from local police
stations were involved in speaking
to the classes in regard to current
social issues.   Students had the
opportunity to learn about topics
such as Assault and One Punch
Kill.   Students also learned about
the current police uniform and what
equipment an officer would carry on
them when working.   It was very
interesting to learn about these issues
and is a valuable topic for the VCE
VET Community Services students
to know about. Thanks in particular
to our local officer Senior Constable
Matt Harris who co-ordinated the
visits.
Ms Archer, Ms Hoskin-Elliot,

Monitoring the School’s
Electricity and Water Usage
Braybrook College has been involved in the
SWEP Program for many years.   We now have
a tracking system on the school’s website
to show how much water and electricity
has been used each day.   You can also see
how we compare with other schools around
Victoria. Braybrook College is committed
to the Environment and Sustainability.   We
have a solar system on the roof and several
water tanks. This tracker is on the website
on the Environment page.   

Whilst it is really hard teaching
practical subjects on line, we are
managing in many ways. Year 7
Ceramics students for example,
whilst not being able to make pottery
or sculpture are learning about the
history of the craft and its importance
in our understanding of our past.
Students have completed work on
Ancient Greek Pottery and have
learnt how Greeks not only formed
their vessels but decorated them
with depictions of aspects of their
belief system, war, sporting games
and everyday life. Students have
watched films about contemporary
potters and ceramicists. In the
absence of clay itself, we turned our
attention to drawing. Students were
asked to complete still-life drawings
of ceramic objects that they found in
their kitchens.

Bailey Lennie Year 12
Year 11 and 12 Art students have been
completing theoretical work sourcing
information from their text, articles and
information uploaded by myself and
independent research.
In terms of their practical work, students
have sent regular updates of their
progress through photographing and
uploading work.

Kim Nguyen Year 10
Year 10 Art students are currently
learning about Surrealism, through
theoretical work and their own practice.
Year 10 Fashion Illustration students
have worked on their folio development.
Instructions are set regularly as are links
Zara Akbari - 7D Ceramics
to resources such as reference material
Year 7 Art students have learnt about files that I have created and links to
the art of Vincent Van Gogh and have video tutorials relevant to tasks. They
been working on developing their
have learnt how to draw stylised faces
rendering skills.
and have learnt how to draw and render
plain and patterned drapery.
Ms Peric

Ms Archer and Mr Spencer
Environment Committee
Quynh Bui Year 10

Sammi Seah Year 10

CAREER TOOLS

Braybrook College Careers Department is pleased to launch Career Tools on
the school website.   This addition to the website will provide very useful
information to students and families regarding career options.   This section
of the website will also provide dates and times of information sessions
from University and TAFE locations.   Career Tools will also contain relevant
documents and information for programs at the college, such as Work
Experience. Students can make use of this information at any time.  
In our families, in our social circles, at work, in our sports clubs, for many of us our Sexualities,
Gender Identities or Sex Characteristics must be hidden. We wander through most of our lives
with the stigma of feeling ashamed of who we are.
On May 17, the International Day against Homophobia, Transphobia and Biphobia will be
breaking some of that silence. This year again, tens of thousands of us will speak up. We will
take the space that is rightfully ours, because our voices, our stories, our lived realities matter!
By all coming together on one global day, our “noise” will be so loud that all our LGBTQI+++
sisters and brothers all over the world who cannot speak up will hear the sound of hope and
solidarity.
Join the global noise! Make your voice heard on May 17, 2020
The Day is not one single campaign. It is a moment when thousands of ideas and initiatives
converge over a single vision: freedom and equality for all sexual, gender and bodily minorities.
You can join in whichever way you want: shout out on your social media, do an online event,
contact your local LGBTQI++ organisation to see what they have planned, call on your local
authority to get them to celebrate the Day. Be creative, this is YOUR day !
Ms Albrecht
Health Promotions Nurse

Ms Archer and Ms Iatrou

-

LIVING ADAPTIVELY
THROUGH SOCIAL ISOLATION
During these unforeseen
times of social distancing
and self-isolation, it becomes easy for our daily
routines to get disrupted.
The three most common
areas of our lives that are
often unintentionally neglected are our sleeping,
eating and exercise patterns. Overlooking these
areas can offset our internal biological systems (e.g.
sleep/wakefulness clock, digestive system, hormonal system, immune system) and severely disrupt our everyday functioning; often, without us even knowing. These internal changes commonly
increase fatigue, moodiness, irritability, stress, sickness and appetite. From an education perspective, it can lead to difficulties in
learning new concepts, attention and concentration issues, memory deficits and decreased motivation.
One way to prevent these problems developing is to think about
what your daily routine looked like before the COVID-19 pandemic
and try your best to maintain that consistency while working from
home. To do this, try to start your day at the same time, take similar
breaks throughout the day, eat at similar times, exercise at similar
times and rest at similar times. Below are some tips on how to protect your minds and bodies during this time of social distancing:
Get up at the same time each day: A regular wake time in the
morning leads to regular times of sleep onset, and helps to set
your “biological clock.”
Engage in hobbies and interests at a similar rate: This includes
TV, video games, Youtube, sports etc.
Exercise regularly: Exercise makes it easier to initiate sleep and
it helps to deepen sleep. Try not to exercise within 3 hours of
bedtime. Exercise also strengthens your immune system, reduces
stress and releases hormones in our body that promote happiness
and reduce depression.

Choose to create something from one of the three categories. Your submission should aim
to reflect how you are feeling about COVID-19 and the restrictions. Each participant will
gain one House Point with the winning entrant in each category winning 10 House Points.
This is an optional competition, which is open to all students in Years 7 to 11.
Categories to choose from:
1) Visual Art (painting, drawing, collage, animation, sculpture, lego build)
Examples for inspiration:
Sand painting
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OnQ_uXP1JSM
Water colour
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TjR_5jxnbcg
Lego stop motion https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pp0CYX6TBs0
2) Performing (audio or audiovisual- recording of a song you’ve written, performance
you’ve created, interesting video/scene, comedy or dance video)
Examples for inspiration:
Song 		
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yXPowJ5qh-Y
Poem/performance https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aR_CMTneqtA
3) Creative Writing (a poem or short story)
Examples for inspiration:
Poem/performance: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aR_CMTneqtA
		https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uQc0dvJ5MzU
Your creation will be marked on:
•
Creativity (originality/uniqueness)
•
Performance/Presentation
•
Technique/Skills

Due - Monday 15th of June (Week 10).

Join the competition Google Classroom if you have any questions and to submit your
creation.
Google Classroom: https://classroom.google.com/u/0/h
Classroom code: qfzbno2
Alternatively you can email Mr Welch: wlm@braybrooksc.vic.edu.au

Train yourself to use the bedroom only for sleeping: This will
help condition your brain to see bed as a place for sleeping. Do
not watch TV, work, or eat in bed.
Eat at similar times throughout the day: Consistency in eating
patterns assists with keeping you energised, boosts your metabolism, prevents cravings and “comfort eating” and leads to increased attention and focus.
Avoid naps: Staying awake during the day helps with maintiaing
an earlier sleep onset and helps you to fall asleep easier at night.
Mr Slade Katherveloo
College Psychologist

THE REMOTE LEARNING
CLASSROOMS

Hi everyone,
Due to the current circumstances, we are running a different House Competition for this
term. Details below:

Don’t take your problems to bed: Plan some time earlier in the
evening for working on your problems or planning the next day’s
activities. Worrying may interfere with initiating sleep and produce
shallow sleep.

7G Humanities - Creating primary sources.

7D English - Creating online workbooks

