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ABCN organised for our 11VCAL 
class to attend an interview 
workshop at Accenture in the CBD.  
Mentors worked with our students to 
give them confidence and valuable 
advice on how to make a good 
impression at their next job interview.  
I am sure the students were amazed 
by the buildings, view, office and the 
fact that the mentors are just normal 
people. The program went really well 
and Catherine Morris, the program 
organiser from ABCN thought the 
students were very interactive and 
respectful and the mentors really 
enjoyed meeting them.

Maria Petrides 
VCAL Coordinator
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2022 ATTITUDES TO SCHOOL SURVEY
Recently all students were given the 
opportunity to provide feedback on their 
experiences at school via the Department 
of Education and Training’s Attitudes to 
School Survey. This survey is conducted 
annually across all government schools.  
At Braybrook College, we value student 
voice as a powerful means to improve 
student engagement, wellbeing and quality 
instruction.  The data from this survey will 
support us to gain an understanding of our 
students’ perceptions and experiences and 
is used to plan programs and activities to 
improve your child’s schooling experience.

UNIFORM REMINDERS
We are generally very pleased with the way 
our students are presenting in their uniform 
but as we move into the colder months, it 
is important to check whether your child 
has enough winter uniform.  Families are 
also reminded of our strict requirements 
in regards to jackets.  Please do not send 
students to school with a hoodie or non-
uniform item under their school uniform.  
Students wearing non-uniform items will 
be asked to remove items so that they are 
uniform-compliant.  The only jacket that 
students are permitted to wear with their 
school uniform is the College Blazer which 
can be purchased for $165 from the Uniform 
Shop and should be worn to and from 
school.  Alternatively, families can purchase 
second hand blazers (which are in pristine 
condition) for $90 from one of the Principal 
Class Officers.
Students who are able to layer a white 
skivvy or t-shirt under full school uniform 
with a jumper and the College Blazer should 
be able to remain warm during the colder 
months.  Warm, fleecy scarfs (Navy blue for 
Years 7-10 and Black for Years 11-12) are 
also recommended and can be purchased 
from the College Uniform Shop for $15.  No 
other scarfs are permitted.
Families are also reminded that all uniform 
items are to be clearly named.  Lost property 
is kept near the General Office and at the 
end of each term, unnamed uniform items 
will be washed and kept as an emergency 
supply.

VAPING – A SERIOUS NEW CHALLENGE 
FOR OUR YOUNG 
With some worrying statistics indicating 
that many young people are experimenting 
with e-cigarettes/‘vaping’, schools are 
being strongly encouraged to ensure some 
of the myths associated with this practice 
are exposed.   Professor Emily Banks from 
the Australian National University’s National 
Centre for Epidemiology and Population 
Health, one of the many health researchers 

Principal’s ReportPrincipal’s Report expressing grave concerns, has stated that 
high-concentration nicotine products are 
being targeted at young people, using fruity, 
confectionary flavourings and discrete 
packaging.  ‘Young people are being sold 
a lie that e-cigarettes are just harmless 
water vapour,’ she said. ‘They are not 
harmless water vapour. They contain a lot 
of chemicals and there is evidence that they 
are harmful to health.’
Victorian government schools have been 
reminded that vaping, like smoking must 
be actively discouraged in schools as it 
is both against the law and increases the 
risk of multiple adverse health outcomes 
– including poisoning, addiction, seizures, 
burns, lung injury and smoking uptake. The 
following link offers parents details of the 
Victorian government’s ban on smoking and 
vaping: 
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/
smoking-vaping-ban/policy
In Victoria it is illegal for any person aged 18 
or over to obtain, possess or use nicotine 
e-cigarettes, or e-cigarette cartridges 
containing nicotine, or nicotine liquids for 
use in a vaporiser, without a prescription. 
It is illegal to sell e-cigarettes to, or buy 
e-cigarettes for, any person aged under 
18 years whether or not the e-cigarettes 
contain nicotine.  We ask for the active 
support of parents to help minimise the 
involvement of our young in this dangerous 
habit. 

ANNUAL PRIVACY REMINDER
Braybrook College collects, uses, discloses 
and stores student and parent personal 
information for standard school functions 
or where permitted by law, as stated in the 
Department of Education’s Schools’ Privacy 
Policy.  For further information, please refer 
to: 
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/
Schools-Privacy-Policy-information-for-
parents.aspx

EXAMS AND SEMESTER ONE REPORTS
Students made a good effort with their 
recent exams and are now awaiting results.  
Semester One reports will be mailed home 
with this newsletter and I strongly advise 
families to discuss the report with your child 
- celebrate successes and look at areas for 
improvement for the new semester.

I hope that you enjoy this edition of our 
College Newsletter.  We truly value sharing 
news of all that our staff and students are 
engaged with, and in particular, the many 
and varied successes of our students.
I wish everyone a safe and relaxing Term 
Two break.

Kelly Panousieris

IMPORTANT TERM 3 DATES TO REMEMBER
MONDAY 11TH JULY

 FIRST DAY OF TERM 3
MONDAY 15TH - FRIDAY 19TH AUGUST  

SCIENCE WEEK
MONDAY 11TH - FRIDAY 15TH JULY 

YEAR 11 VCAL RUBICON CAMP
MONDAY 22ND - FRIDAY 26TH AUGUST  

BOOK WEEK
SATURDAY 16TH - FRIDAY 22ND JULY

YEAR 11 TASMANIA CAMP
MONDAY 29TH - FRIDAY 2ND SEPTEMBER

 NUMERACY WEEK
WEDNESDAY 20TH JULY 

CURRICULUM DAY - STUDENT FREE DAY
THURSDAY 8TH SEPTEMBER - 

R U OK DAY
THURSDAY 21ST JULY

YEAR 11 - 2023
VCE INFORMATION EVENING 

6.00PM - ONWARDS

THURSDAY 8TH SEPTEMBER - 
PARENT/TEACHER INTERVIEWS 

STUDENT FREE DAY

MONDAY 25TH - FRIDAY 29TH JULY
NAIDOC WEEK

FRIDAY 16TH SEPTEMBER
YEAR 12 DRESS UP DAY

MONDAY 1ST - FRIDAY 5TH AUGUST 
ENVIRONMENT WEEK

FRIDAY 16TH SEPTEMBER
LAST DAY OF TERM 3 

- FINISH 2.18PM
MONDAY 8TH - FRIDAY 12TH AUGUST 

YEAR 9 BOGONG SKI CAMP
MONDAY 3RD OCTOBER
 FIRST DAY OF TERM 4

8 teams, 70 students all played their 
part to ensure Braybrook Volleyball 
was still a force to be reckoned 
with when they took to the courts 
throughout the week to play in the 
Volleyball Victoria Schools Cup. 
Each and every player gave their 
very best in representing our school, 
both on and off the court. Our medal 
haul is indicative of the dedication 
and commitment of all the students 
involved. Congratulations however 
must go to the Year 9 Girls’ Team 
and Year 11 Boys’ Team (made up 
of Year 9, 10, and 11 students) who 
made it through to the Gold medal 
match, only to win the Silver in 
thrilling circumstances (ohhhh, so 
close) and the Year 7 Boys’ Team 
who almost made it to the Gold 
medal match, but instead fought 
to win the bronze. A special thank 
you to all the student helpers and 
Ms Iatrou and Mr Lekakis for their 
support, and to Tighun Nguyen 
(past student) for coaching many 
teams on the day.

Peter Kotsakostas
Volleyball Coach

VOLLEYBALL 
SchoolsSchools  CUP

Braybrook College has been awarded the inaugural Sue 
Fowler Award by the Maribyrnong and Moonee Valley LLEN.    
The Maribyrnong and Moonee Valley Local Learning and Em-
ployment Network (LLEN) works with our school and others 
in the area to ensure students have access to Training and 
Employment options.    We are pleased to announce that 
Braybrook College was selected as the winner of the inau-
gural Sue Fowler Award.   Ms Sue Fowler was the CEO of 
the LLEN for many years.   After her untimely passing it was 
decided to create an award in her honour.   The award was 
collected by our Principal at a ceremony on May 19.   

SUE FOWLER  AWARDAWARD

Rowena Archer - On behalf of Careers, VET and VCAL.



Week Five saw the courtyard near the school kitchen 
transformed into a bustling market place. Students were 

operating their Business Stalls, which is part of the Year 
Eleven Business Management Curriculum, every lunchtime 

throughout the week.

Gourmet delights included: Spicy Chicken, Tacos, 
Sausage Sizzle, Waffles, Donuts, Cakes, Spring Rolls, 
Takoyaki, Korean Food, Pizza, Jewellery and Pork Rolls.
The students had a great time selling their wares and the 
customers were also very satisfied with the fare on offer. 
The Year Eleven Business students look forward to 
this assessment activity as it enables them to put into 
practice the theory they have learnt in class as to how 

businesses operate. This activity has been a long standing 
and popular activity with the student cohort.

A big thank you to all the staff and students for their 
patience and their patronage of the stalls and the 

many compliments staff had in regards the 
students’ selection of foods.

  Barry Scheele 
 - Business Management Teacher

We were given the unique op-
portunity to create a radio 
podcast.  The 11 VCAL stu-
dents took up the challenge 
and proudly represented our 
school.  This program was 
proudly supported by

IPC Health, Victorian Respon-
sible Gambling Foundation 
and MAKING MEDIA AUSTRA-
LIA. This modern media proj-
ect had our students produc-
ing professional podcast con-
tent designed to educate our 
community about GAMBLING 
HARM – a massive social issue 
that negatively impacts many 
individuals of all ages and gen-
ders, their families, and com-
munities in the west of Mel-
bourne, and across Australia.   

An exciting aspect of this proj-
ect is that the school podcast 
with the greatest reach (i.e., the 
most live, podcast and video 
listeners/viewers) will WIN a 
professional podcast kit for its 
school.  
Maria Petrides
VCAL Co-ordinator

YOUNG LEADERS 
of the WEST SCHOOLS of the WEST SCHOOLS   
PODCAST CHALLENGE

VCAL ROAD SAFETY ROAD SAFETY 
SKILL SET

The Year 11 and 12 VCAL 
students completed a Road 
Safety Skill Set Certificate in the 
Personal Development course. 
It is a basic introduction to road 
safety for those interacting 
with other road users. Topics 
included Fatigue Management, 
Selecting a safe vehicle and 
Identifying factors to reduce 
road harm. Cameron Gutterson 
from Intelligent Training Solutions 
delivered this valuable course. 
These results will be added to the 
students’ VCAL Certificate and 
U.S.I. qualifications.
 
Maria Petrides
VCAL Coordinator

BUSINESS  BUSINESS  
STALLSSTALLS    

On the 20th of May Braybrook College 
hosted its first ever Just Dance competition 
in the library at lunchtime. The turn out was 
amazing; it was so great to see so many 
students smiling and enjoying themselves. 
A special thanks to our judges Ms Gardiner, 
Lina Nguyen of 12B, Esther (Banjo) Scalise 

JUST JUST 
DANCE DANCE 

The SRC came back with a hit! 
SRC Day was held on Wednesday the 18th of May where our young leaders of 
the school promoted the Student Council through fun-filled events! 

Do you know how much sugar is really in your food? Wellbeing could tell you 
with their ‘Sugar Awareness’ stall where students had to guess how much 
sugar was in foods we see kids and teachers eat - hash browns, skittles, and 
iced coffee. Boy, did we have some big eyes when people saw the answers! 
The Social Events Portfolio struck back with their annual Tim Tam and Whipped 
cream challenge. The fastest student to eat a Tim Tam and Whipped Cream 
(with no hands) placed at 33 seconds! 

Students travelled around the environment world with their passports from the 
lovely Environment Portfolio! ‘What can run but never walks, has a mouth and 
never talks, has a head but never weeps, has a bed but never sleeps?’ You’d 
have to ask the students for that one (a river). Finally, the Fundraising Portfolio 
was buzzing with hungry eyes as the smell of pepperoni, hawaiian, barbeque 
chicken, and vegetarian pizzas wafted into the students noses. Over $500 was 
raised towards the SRC. 

SRC Day 2022 was a huge success! I’d like to thank the Portfolio Heads 
for smoothly running all the events, and the members from SRC 2021 who 
voluntarily helped out with this year’s plans! After this success, expect bigger 
things from the SRC! Stay keen Braybrook College! 

Danielle Pantalita - SRC President 

SRC SRC DAYDAY

of 11H and Ms Wilkinson. 
Khang Pham of 11G had been 
organising this event since Term 
1;  he made all the posters and 
the judges signs. The winners 
on the day were Ryan Nguyen, 
Abdurahim Ada,  Jamila 
Mezensoff and Winta Mengistu 
with their chosen song ‘What 
makes you beautiful’ by One 
Direction. The group sang along 
and really got the crowd involved 
which was fantastic to see. 

Special thanks to all the students 
who participated in this fantastic 
event. 

Khang Pham 11G



Volunteering Volunteering 
at FareShareat FareShare

FARESHARE SCHOOLS IN THE 
KITCHEN PROGRAM

This term, all the VCAL Personal 
Development classes went to 
FareShare in Abbotsford, a non-
for-profit organisation. Each class 
volunteered their time to prepare 
nutritious meals for people finding 
it tough in our community. We have 
people in our community who 
are going hungry and struggling 
to pay the bills or put a roof over 
their heads, and many people 
are homeless. My class prepared 
quiches, sausage rolls and buffalo 
wings. FareShare meals are given 
to front line charities, soup vans, 
homeless shelters, women’s 
refuges and community food 
banks. This experience helped 
us develop communication and 
teamwork skills. We had to follow 
Occupational Health and Safety 
protocols and follow instructions 
for carrying out our duties. We 
were proud and happy with the 
1200 meals we prepared.

By Charlotte Vella 12V

How good is it to How good is it to 
volunteer?volunteer? ATHLETICS SPORTS CARNIVAL

Supporting FareShare is an integral 
part of the Braybrook College VCAL 
program, linking to Work Related 
Skills, Personal Development and 
Numeracy.  It allows our students to 
get out of the classroom and help 
people who are experiencing food 
insecurity.  

Our Year 11VCAL class raised $900 
for FareShare by selling pizzas and 
drinks at the Athletics Carnival.  The 
students were involved in planning, 
organising and marketing the 
fundraiser.  It was wonderful to see so 
many students and staff supporting 
this important charity.

Maria Petrides
VCAL Coordinator

On the 2nd, 3rd and 4th of June 
the Braybrook College Library was 
transformed into a spectacular 
theatre. The students performed 
five times over the course of the 
three days. All of Year 7 was able 
to watch the show during class time 
on Thursday and Friday. On Friday 
we also welcomed Harvester 

Primary School students 
to watch the show. It was 
fantastic to see the enjoyment 
on the students’ faces who 
performed and those in the 
audience. Friends and family 
members were able to see 

the show on Thursday and 
Friday evening and for a Saturday 

matinee. It was wonderful to see so 
many of the extended Braybrook 
College community supporting the 
talented students. 

Students worked on this production 
since Term 1 and their hard work 
and dedication paid off when the 
lights came up. 
The buzz of this production really 
took off when the Gorilla arrived 
in B Block making friends with 

our Principal Class, I know the 
Gorilla’s presence will be 

missed by all.
A huge congratulations to all 
students involved both cast 
and crew for producing an 
amazing show that will be 
remembered for years to 
come. 

Claire Wilkinson, Kate 
Philips and Kat McLeod 

- The Producers (Drama Faculty)

CULTURALCULTURAL  FASHION  
PARADEPARADE

The Power Collective’s first event 
this year was Cultural Day where 
we had a fashion show. This year 
we had representatives of Fiji, 
Samoa, Eritrea, Ethiopia, India, 
Philippines, Papa New Guinea, 
Australia and Somalia.  

We thank all the students and 
staff who joined us to celebrate a 
big part of our identity, our cultural 
heritages. Stay tuned for more 
events that help foster inclusivity at 
our school. 

Samsam Hersi
Multicultural Education Aide 

VCAL ROAD SAFETY ROAD SAFETY 
SKILL SET

World’s World’s 
Greatest Greatest 

ShaveShave

Congratulations to Jye McKay who 
chose to shave his head for the World’s 
Greatest Shave on Friday the 20th of 
May and raise money to support families 
coping with blood cancer. 

At lunchtime a large crowd of eager 
students gathered to see Jye’s beautiful 
head of hair shaved from tip to root. 

Jye - with the support of his family - 
was a good sport through it all, even 
allowing his peers and his teachers to 
have a turn with the clippers. However, 
he decided to draw the line at shaving 
off his eyebrows in spite of suggestions 
offered by several enthusiastic members 
of the crowd.

Most importantly, students and staff 
raised almost $600 from donations. 
Thanks Jye and Braybrook College for 
your generosity. 

Ross van Brink - Year 11 Coordinator



PARENT INFORMATION
If you know in advance that you are going to collect your child from 
school before the end of the day, please complete a Compass 
Attendance Note online or provide your son/daughter with a hard copy 
note. Either way, your child must see their Year Level Coordinator and 
obtain a Temporary Pass.  Please pick your child up in person from the 
General Office. 

In the case of an emergency, proceed directly to the General Office. If 
possible, phone the General Office prior to arriving. 

STUDENT INFORMATION 
If you will be leaving school early, go to your Year Level Coordinators’ 
Office before school and collect a Temporary Pass (Green Slip).  If you 
are leaving during a lesson, show your teacher the green slip at the 
beginning of the class.  When it’s time to be picked up, you are required 
to wait at the General Office until your parent/guardian arrives.  

FIRST AID FIRST AID - Please note that the school is unable to treat or 
bandage injuries that were sustained in out of school hours or on 
previous days.  If your child was hurt in weekend or evening ac-
tivities, please seek the appropriate medical attention, as required. 
Any concerns, please contact 
Mrs Colleen Clarke, First Aid Coordinator

TRAFFIC MATTERSTRAFFIC MATTERS
Picking up students after school is a traffic issue at most schools.  At 
Braybrook College we are surrounded by busy roads.  It is essential for 
the safety of our students that parents do not enter school car parks to 
drop off or pick up students before or after school AND that parents do 
not park, even temporarily, in the NO STANDING zones.  Council officers 
have been issuing fines to drivers who ignore these zones.

On a similar theme, it is both a school rule and the law that students do 
not cross Ballarat Road unless they use the overpass or the pedestrian 
lights.  There have been serious accidents in the past and we will take 
firm action against any student who ignores this rule.

Student Early Dismissal ProcedureStudent Early Dismissal Procedure

Going to school every day is the single most 
important part of your teenager’s education.
Students learn new things at school every 
day - missing school puts them behind.
Your child will develop good habits by 
going to school and everyday habits that 
are necessary to succeed when they leave  
school, whether in the workplace or in 
further study.

Missing school can have a big impact on 
students academically and socially. It can 
affect their relationships with other students 
and lead to social isolation.

It is never too late to improve attendance. 
Even in the middle years, when school can 
seem the most challenging for students 
and when attendance rates can be at their 
lowest, going to school more often can 
make a big difference. Every Day Counts.

Schools are there to help.  If you’re having 
attendance issues with your child, speak to 
your school about ways to address these 
issues.

The Attendence Team

EEveryvery  Day CountsDay Counts
EEvery  very  Class CountsClass Counts

EEveryvery Moment in Class CountsMoment in Class Counts  

BRAYBROOK COLLEGE

2022 CAMPS PROGRAM2022 CAMPS PROGRAM

The following Year Level Camps will be available to students this year.

Year Level Camp Dates Places available Approximate 
cost

Year 7 2 x DOXA 
Goldfields Camps

Term 3, Week 4 
3 days, 2 nights

 
60 FREE

Year 8 PGL
Campaspe Downs

Term 4, Week 2
3 days, 2 nights  70+ $275.00

Year 9

Bogong (Ski) Camp Term 3, Week 5
5 days, 4 nights 20 $480.00

2 x DOXA 
Journey Camps

Term 4
Week 2 & Week 3
4 days, 3 nights

20 $120.00

Year 10 Bushcamp Eildon Term 3, Week 5 
 5 days, 4 nights 50 FREE

Year 11 Tasmania Trip Term 3, Week 2
6 days, 5 nights 40 $1,499.00

Year 11 VCAL Rubicon Nayook Term 3, Week 1
5 days, 4 nights 25 $200.00

Further details about these camps will be provided during the term. Interested students should monitor Compass 
for updates and information sessions. They can also see Mr Spencer or Mr Tsironis in the D5 Office.

News from the 
Pathways Team

The VCE and Managed Individual Pathways 
staff provide an extensive VCE counselling 
and subject selection process for Year 10 
students.  However, if you or your child re-
quire additional support, please contact ei-
ther Ms Brereton or Ms Gadea.

Term 3 Year 10 Course 
Counselling Timeline

Year 10 Year 10 
Work Work 

ExperienceExperience
 
All students from Year 10 will be undertaking  
a one week Work Experience in Week 
3 of Term 3.  This will allow students to 
experience a workplace  and gain some 
understanding of the skills and knowledge 
that would be required in that industry.  Work 
Experience is a great opportunity for 
students to extend their network of 
contacts in the community.  We are always 
appreciative of the employers who assist 
our students in both Work Experience and 
Structured Workplace Learning.   We are 
also in the process of arranging for the VCE 
VET students to undertake their Structured 
Workplace Learning in Term 3.  If any 
families are able to assist with offering work 
experience places, please let us know.   
 
Rowena Archer and Saia Iatrou
Careers and Pathways 

WEEK 1
and

WEEK 2

• “Introduction to the 
VCE” lesson to each 
Year 10 class

• Homegroup session 
will contain informa-
tion / course counsel-
ling activities

• VCE Handbook 
distributed to Year 10 
students

• Homegroup session 
will contain informa-
tion / course counsel-
ling activities

WEEK 2

• Year 11 - 2023 VCE 
Information Evening  
for students and par-
ents - Thursday  21st 
July, 2022

• Senior information 
session for Year 10 
students - Thursday 
21st July, 2022

WEEK 3
and

WEEK 4

• Counselling of EAL 
classes re: 3 Year 
VCE. (Including a let-
ter sent home)

• Homegroup session 
will contain informa-
tion / course counsel-
ling activities

• Individual student 
counselling and 
course selection


