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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE
Term 3 - a buzz of activities!
College life has continued to be busy this term with a wide range of activities and events 
happening in conjunction with learning in our classrooms.  This newsletter contains sev-
eral articles and photos which highlight just some of these exciting and engaging activities 
such as the Achievement Celebration Luncheons, Science, Numeracy and Book Weeks, 
Trivia and Movie Nights, ‘Leaders of the Pack’ Graduation, Bogong Ski Camp and the 
Year 11 Tasmania Trip. Of course, there are many more examples of students and staff 
working creatively together both within and beyond the classrooms every day and these 
collaborations add enormously to the richness of learning and to our sense of connected-
ness and belonging.  I congratulate all students for their achievements and thank all staff 
for supporting students in their endeavours. 

New Mobile Phone Policy - 2020
Earlier this term, the Minister for Education, the Hon James Merlino, MP, announced a 
new schools Mobile Phone Policy which will come into effect from Term 1, 2020.  The new 
policy will require all students at Victorian state schools to switch off their mobile phones 
and store them securely from the start of the school day until the final bell.  Detailed 
materials and resources regarding the new policy will be issued by the Department of 
Education and Training at the beginning of Term 4, 2019, to guide our discussions about 
how to best implement the policy within our school. 

NAPLAN 2019 results – a snapshot
By now all Year 7 and 9 families should have received your child’s NAPLAN results in the 
mail.  If you have not yet received yours, please contact the school, and we will follow up 
on this for you.
In general, the college’s 2019 NAPLAN results were excellent.  The Year 7 and Year 9 
students’ mean score in the five testing areas: reading, writing, numeracy, spelling and 
grammar /punctuation either exceeded the state mean or was comparable to it, except 
Year 7 Reading which was just shy of the state average.  

Uniform
With Spring just around the corner, there are still some cold days ahead.  With this, stu-
dents are reminded that hoodies are not to be worn as part of the uniform.  Students can 
wear long sleeves under their uniform provided they are not visible.  Thank you to the vast 
majority of students for wearing the proper uniform and to their families for their support 
with this.  If students require any assistance with their uniform, they may speak with their 
Year Level Team or an Assistant Principal.
 
Facilities update and Building Maintenance Funding
Over the next few weeks, our college Tennis courts will receive a major upgrade to replace 
the damaged asphalt and install new nets and basketball rings.  This is a long overdue 
development and on behalf of the college community, I thank School Council for their 
endorsement of this project.
I am also pleased to advise that Education Minister Merlino has recently announced that 
our college will receive a sum of $428,718 across 2019 and 2020 for a range of essential 
maintenance compliance and minor works programs to improve our facilities.    We aim 
to work with the Victorian School Building Authority to address maintenance issues that 
were named in last year’s Rolling Facilities Evaluation Report as ‘requiring attention’.                      
 
Term 3 Staff Professional Learning
During this term, our team of Learning Specialists delivered a couple of very engaging 
teacher professional learning sessions on Metacognitive Strategies which focus on stu-
dents developing a greater awareness of their own learning.  In addition to this, at a 
recent staff meeting, teachers participated in a session facilitated by Glen Pearsall, a 
well-respected Victorian Educational Consultant, on High Level Questioning Techniques 
that can be used in our classrooms.  These professional learning sessions were very 
informative and highly relevant and teachers were motivated to apply our learnings to our 
work with students.  

And finally...
As Term 3 draws to a close, many students will be focussed on the two-week holiday 
period ahead – looking forward to a combination of rest and fun with family and friends.  
For our Year 12 students, they should take a short break and then immerse themselves in 
revision and prepare themselves for the practice exams in Week 2 of the holidays. 
This can be an uncertain time for Year 12 students. Whilst there is some excitement about 
the end of their secondary schooling, so too is there trepidation about what lies ahead.  
For some, the focus will be entirely on their ATAR – and this can be quite overwhelming.  
I encourage all students (and their family and friends) to remember that your learning 
journey has occurred over the last 12 years, not the last 12 months.  

Research tells us that it is healthy to feel a little stress or anxiety in the lead up to exams 
however too much stress can impact negatively on your ability to study effectively.  If you 
need some support to manage your stress, please speak to a family member or a mem-
ber of the VCE Year Level or Wellbeing Teams. 

I wish all students, staff and families a safe and relaxing holiday break.

Kelly Panousieris

Braybrook
College

YEAR 11 FOCUS WORKGROUP
During the months of July and August, a selected 
group of Year 11 girls participated in the Hall 
and Willcox ‘FOCUS’ program run by the ABCN 
(Australian Business and Community Network). 
The aim of the program was to inspire young 
and emerging female leaders to develop their 
speaking, time-management, goal setting, and 
productivity skills in order to become the most 
effective leaders they can be.
 
We attended three two-hour sessions at the 
Rialto Towers in which we collaborated with 
students from Victoria University Secondary 
College. We discussed ways of enhancing our 
leadership skills and the impact various styles of 
leadership can have on others. Over a working 
lunch, female mentors from Hall and Wilcox 
shared their invaluable advice, unique and 
memorable stories, and personal life experiences 
as leaders in their professional field.

On behalf of the Year 11 girls that 
attended, I would like to thank 
Ms Hadzisavas, the ABCN, and 
Hall and Wilcox for providing 
this amazing opportunity.
 
Georgia Tsobanis (11K)

The Leaders of the Pack was a female lead-
ership program that truly changed all of the 
participants’ perspectives on women’s role in 
society. It helped all of us young women gain 
life-long leadership skills as well as blooming 
unexpected friendships. Not only this but the 
Leaders of the Pack promoted healthy exer-
cising habits and always encouraged us to 
step out of our comfort zone.

On the 19th of August, the gradu-
ation for the Leaders of the Pack 
was held at Footscray Town Hall.  
The graduation signified the con-
clusion of the 10 week program.  
We would like to thank Reuben 
and Cat for running each session, 
the Western Bulldogs Community 
Foundation and the Maribyrnong 
City Council for making this pro-
gram possible, and of course Ms. 
Hadzisavas for presenting us with 
the opportunity to participate in 
this fantastic program.  

Jacqueline Gadea, Emily Nguyen 
and Isabela Raymundo 

Ms Amanda Watson worked 
at Braybrook College from 
1992 – 2019.   Ms Watson 
taught Woodwind, with a 
particular speciality of Flute 
and worked in a number of 
Ensembles,  including Junior 
and Senior Band,  Flute Group 
and Music-Drama.   She  helped 
out with arranging repairs to 
sets of instruments,  attended 
Music Camps,   School Band 
Excursions  and Concerts. Ms 
Watson worked extensively 
with Mr Roy Hamilton to 
support the Ensembles he 
ran.    Her background in 
assessing Year 12 students 
ensured that all students 
undertaking lessons had 
a significant music theory 
component to their program.   
We thank her for her 
contribution over many years.

FAREWELL 
MS WATSON

Congratulations to Mr Barry 
Scheele who recently received a 
Certificate of Recognition for his 35 
years of service with the Education 
Department.  Our Senior Educa-
tion Improvement Leader, Mr John 
Stone attended the college to pres-
ent Mr Scheele with his certificate.  
What a fantastic achievement and 
milestone.  

35 YEARS OF SERVICE

LEADERS OF THE PACK GRADUATION



YEAR 11 PANCAKE BREAKFAST

The Year 7 and 8 Sub-
School celebrated the 
effort and achievement 
of a large number of 
the students in the 
cohort. Students who 
achieved excellent 
results for achievement 
and/or effort for 
their mid-year report 
and those who had 
completed the DOXA 
programme were 
invited to a special 
luncheon. Students, 
their teachers and 
Coordinators were 
invited to the event. 
Students were formally 
awarded certificates, 
after which they happily 
mingled with staff. We 
all had a lovely time.

Mr Ventura, Ms Hobbs, 
Mr Scheele, Ms Wilson 
and Ms Peric
- Junior Sub School Team

CELEBRATING ACHIEVEMENT
YEARS 7 AND 8
CELEBRATION 
LUNCHEON

YEAR 7

YEAR 8

Our Book Week theme this year 
was “Reading is my secret power.” The 
Library was covered in comic book 
themed decorations and the book dis-
play focused on Super Powers and Peo-
ple Power. 

Students participated in lunchtime activ-
ities such as creating poems with found 
words for the Poetree, created a Manga 
Mural, disappeared under the invisibil-
ity cloak, folded origami sorting hats, 
faced ‘Would you rather?’ conundrums 
about their reading habits and tested 
their YA book knowledge with a Kahoot. 

Staff were treated to a morning tea 
with book themed treats and dressed 
up as their favourite book characters. 

Another big highlight was the Indigenous 
Literacy Foundation Great Book Swap 
coordinated by Ms Hobbs. This was a 
huge success and lots of fun.

Thanks to all of the staff and students 
who helped make Book Week a very 
special event. 

Special thanks to Ms Gardiner, Mr Leong, 
the library duty team consisting of Ms 
Hobbs, Ms Forster and Ms Gregory and 
student-teacher, Ms Georgiou. 

LaToya Donnellan - Library Coordinator 

NUMERACY 
WEEK

YEAR 12 TRIVIA

Congratulations to all the students who got involved in 
Numeracy Week 2019. The rate of participation was better 
than ever. We had over 200 students try to guess the number 
of lollies in the jar with only one student who gave the correct 
answer (which was 324 lollies). Students of all year levels 
were involved in problem solving, maths quizzes, a rubics 
cube challenge, maths trivia and activities which ran every 
lunchtime in the library.

Numeracy Week revealed not only how students put 
mathematical skills to good use when solving problems 
but also how they used creative skills for activities like 
photography and origami.

Thank you to all staff involved in running the activities and 
also in motivating everyone to get involved in the lunchtime 
activities.  Thanks also to the library staff for their help and 
support during the week.

To all the students, we congratulate you for your efforts 
and really appreciate your good natured participation and 
enthusiasm. 
Mrs Bacak - Maths Coordinator

BOOK 
WEEK

A busy team of Year 10 LOLs spent hours after school on Tuesday 
preparing for the annual Year 11 Pancake Day. Eggs were cracked, milk 
carefully measured and debate raged about whether plain flour really 
needs to be sifted. 

Bright and early on Wednesday morning, two BBQs were fired up to 
cope with demand. The biggest pile of pancakes Braybrook has ever 
seen was expertly flipped and served. Year 11s enjoyed a rare glimpse 
of sunshine to share some pancakes and chat with friends. Some 
students thought the pancakes were so good that they returned for 
thirds. Some creative students opted just to eat the toppings, starting 
the day with a cup of banana and ice cream. There were even enough 
pancakes left over that a few starving Year 12s were able to join in. 

Once again, Pancake Day was a great success, giving the cohort an 
opportunity to connect and spend time with one another. Many thanks 
to the Year 10 LOLs, Ms Hadzisavas and Ms Gadea for their expert 
planning and cooking. 

Ms Ryan and Ms Di Silva - Year 11 Coordinators

Winners:
Origami
1st:  Annie Huynh 10E and 
Natalie Phan 10I  (joint construction)
2nd: Makayla Nguyen 8J
3rd:  Vanessa Le  9J
Photography
Symmetry - Katie Vo, 7J 
Tessellation - Vincent Nguyen, 8H 
Sequences of Pattern - Yvonne Doan-Nguyen, 10I

Maths Relay
1st: Vu Nguyen 8F    
2nd:  Angelina Duong 10G
Rubics Cube
Gordon Choo 11C  
(12 seconds to 
complete the cube!)



YEAR 11 PANCAKE BREAKFAST

YEAR 7 
BBQ & MOVIE NIGHT

YEAR 12 TRIVIA

SCIENCE
WEEK

As a part of the celebration for the 50th 
Anniversary of the Apollo moon landing, 
students took part in a number of 
activities that not only focused on space 
but also the other topics in Science. 
Activities ranged from K’NEX construction 
challenge, live native animal exhibit, the 
chemistry of Bath-Bombs, Sphero coding 
of the Solar system, documentary of the 
first moon landing and the main event, 
Kahoot Trivia.

Overall, the week was an amazing 
success as many students across all 
year levels got involved in the activities 
and had a great time experiencing 
concepts and objects that they would not 
experience in their normal classroom.

Mr Beck - Science Coordinator

The Movie Night happened on Friday the 23rd of 
August 2019 where the First Generation of Class 
Captains set it up, with the help of some staff and 
teachers. 

The Class Captains on Friday stayed at school to 
prepare the Library (in which the movie took place). 
Later the Class Captains had a bit of bonding time 
(because we finished early) in the Year 7 and 8 
Coordinators’ Office, which was pretty fun. Once the 
food arrived, the Class Captains prepared the BBQ’s 
and cooked the Burgers and Sausages. The cooking 
was tricky but it was enjoyable. Later, at around 6:45 
pm, Mr. Ventura called all the year 7s that were there 
because it was time to watch the movie. The Movie 
was ‘Coco’, which was a great movie. The movie 
ended at around 8:05 pm and all the students left….
except for the Class Captains who had to clean up  
all of the mess that the Year 7s created. Once we 
finished cleaning up, we were allowed to go home.

The day was done, we were all tired but we still had 
fun!

Niko Delos Santos - 7D Class Captain

On Friday the 6th of September, the Year 12s participated 
in the annual Trivia Night. The night was a roaring success 
with as much as half the cohort joining in and working in 
teams to beat the battle of the brains. However, Trivia Night 
is much more than just a night of fun. A notable mention 
to Steven Banh, Timothy Hanh and Ahmed Mohamed who 
volunteered to participate in the World’s Greatest Shave 
that aims to raise funds for the Leukemia Foundation. On 
the night, students and staff donated over $200 and the 
overall amount of money donated thus far has exceeded 
$1300! Thank you to Ms Hadzisavas and the Year 10 LOLs 
that hosted the night. The community spirit was wonderful 
to experience. 

Ms Osmani - Year 12 Coordinator

YEAR 9 BOGONG SKI CAMP
On the first week of Term 3, 60 students from Braybrook College, 
Bacchus Marsh and Truganina attended Bogong Camp, where we 
had a great time learning to ski. The camp was situated in the Bogong 
Village, 30 minutes from Falls Creek Ski Resort. On Tuesday we went 
cross country skiing and many of us saw snow for the first time. We had 
fun building snowmen and having snow fights. On Wednesday we went 
downhill skiing with Ms Petrides and Mr Baker and we had to navigate 
our skis with the chairlifts and the challenging cold weather.  On our 

4th day of camp, we had a choice of going cross country or 
downhill skiing. Most of us chose downhill skiing because of 
the faster slopes.

Many students found skiing a challenge due to the unpredictable 
weather and the physical toll it had on our bodies. It taught us 
to be resilient and patient with one another, as most of us were 
beginner skiers.  One day it was extremely hot and sunny, the 
next day it was raining and hailing. It became easier to ski over 
the 3 days with the expert instruction  from our teachers.

One of our goals on camp was to learn about sustainability. 
We learnt about the impact we are having on our environment. 

This made us more conscious about the food we consume, where 
it comes from and the waste we leave behind.  Bogong camp 
taught us to become more responsible and to leave a smaller 
footprint on our planet.

The bus ride back to school was chilled and restful. Ms Petrides 
and Mr Baker finally gave us back our mobile devices; to be 
honest, we hardly missed them because we were so busy. Thank 
you to Ms Petrides and Mr Baker for planning an amazing trip for 
us to enjoy. I’m so glad I had this amazing experience.

Tracey Nguyen 9H



FLICKS, FRIENDS 
AND FREE PIZZA!

BRAYBROOK COLLEGE 2019

A NIGHT ABOUT HEALTHY RELATIONSHIPS

FRIDAY OCT 18TH: 5:30-9PM

MOVIES, DISCUSSION,
ACTIVITIES AND PIZZA. BYO

SNACKS!

ALL STUDENTS WELCOME
FROM YEAR 7-10

·    Parents/carers will develop an understanding of the appeal of social media and 
how to support young people to stay safe.

·    Parents/carers will know where and how to report inappropriate content and how 
best to support young people who are experiencing harm.

·    Parents/carers will be equipped with the latest research regarding online be-
haviours.

PARENTING

 Date:   Thursday 24th October 2019
 Time:   6-7 pm
 Location:  Braybrook College Library
 Cost:   Free

IN A

DIGITAL 
WORLD

STRATEGIES TO HELP

Event description: This workshop will provide insight into the online worlds 
of young people including the latest trends, risks and research, and include a 
strong focus on social media. It also focuses on advice parents can use to help 
manage a child’s life online.

ALL WELCOME
for more information contact Ms Kathryn McLeod

 Thursday 24th October 2019
6.00 -7.00 pm

Braybrook College Library
Free

This workshop will provide insight into the 
online worlds of young people including 
the latest trends, risks and research, and 
include a strong focus on social media. It 
also focuses on advice parents can use to 
help manage a child’s life online.

This downloadable  guide offers 
practical skills and advice about 

how to tackle the big issues.
This guide is available in English, 

Simplified and Traditional Chinese, 
Greek, Italian and Spanish.

 
Link: https://www.esafety.gov.au/

parents/online-safety-guide

YEAR 11 TASMANIA TRIPIMPORTANT DATES TO 
REMEMBER

MONDAY 7TH OCTOBER 
FIRST DAY OF TERM 4

MONDAY 14TH - FRIDAY 18TH  
OCTOBER

YEAR 10 CAMP
TUESDAY 15TH - FRIDAY 18TH  

OCTOBER
1ST - YEAR 9 DOXA JOURNEY CAMP

TUESDAY 22ND - FRIDAY 25TH  
OCTOBER

2ND - YEAR 9 DOXA JOURNEY CAMP
WEDNESDAY 23RD OCTOBER

LAST DAY OF CLASSES 
FOR YEAR 12 STUDENTS

WEDNESDAY 23RD OCTOBER
ART EXHIBITION

4.30 - 6.30PM
THURSDAY 24TH OCTOBER

PARENTING IN THE DIGITAL WORLD
WORKSHOP
6.00 - 7.00PM

WEDNESDAY 30TH OCTOBER
YEAR 7, 2020 

PARENT INFORMATION EVENING 
- VCE CENTRE - 7.00 - 8.30PM

WEDNESDAY 30TH OCTOBER 
- WEDNESDAY 20TH NOVEMBER

VCE UNIT 3/4 EXAM PERIOD
TUESDAY 5TH NOVEMBER

MELBOURNE CUP HOLIDAY
MONDAY 28TH OCTOBER - FRIDAY 1ST 

NOVEMBER
DRAMA PRODUCTION WEEK

MONDAY 4TH - FRIDAY 8TH NOVEMBER
HUMANITIES WEEK

MONDAY 11TH - FRIDAY 15TH NOVEMBER
YEAR 11 EXAMS

THURSDAY 14TH NOVEMBER
YEAR 11 VCAL GRADUATION

MONDAY 18TH - FRIDAY 29TH NOVEMBER
YEAR 12 - 2020 

START PROGRAM
WEDNESDAY 20TH NOVEMBER

YEAR 12 GRADUATION
MONDAY 18TH - FRIDAY 22ND NOVEMBER

YEAR 8 EXAMS
MONDAY 25TH -  FRIDAY 29TH NOVEMBER

YEAR 10 EXAMS AND 
10V WORK EXPERIENCE

MONDAY 2ND - FRIDAY 6TH DECEMBER
YEAR 10 INTO 11 START PROGRAM

WEDNESDAY 4TH DECEMBER
MUSIC CONCERT

THURSDAY 5TH DECEMBER
HOUSE AWARDS (AFTERNOON)

THURSDAY 5TH DECEMBER
ANNUAL STUDENT AWARDS (EVENING)

FRIDAY 6TH DECEMBER
YEAR 9 SAFE@WORK TRAINING

MONDAY 9TH AND TUESDAY 10TH 
DECEMBER

YEAR 10 PEER SUPPORT TRAINING
TUESDAY 10TH DECEMBER
GRADE 6 ORIENTATION DAY
TUESDAY 10TH DECEMBER

7/8 ADVENTURE PARK  
END OF YEAR EXCURSION
MONDAY 17TH DECEMBER

FINAL DATE TO ORDER 
EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES ONLINE

THURSDAY 19TH DECEMBER
2019 STUDENTS’ LAST DAY

On a cold, rainy evening on the 18th of August, 40 year 11 
students and 4 staff set off on the Spirit of Tasmania to spend a 
week exploring Tasmania. The rough seas on the crossing and 
the storm that restricted access to Cradle Mountain did nothing 
to dampen the enthusiasm of the group, as we drove as far up 
the mountain as we could to participate in an epic snowball 
fight. The rest of the week included panning for gold at the 
Beaconsfield Gold mine, experiencing the best of modern art at 
MONA and pretending not to be terrified during the ghost tour 
at Port Arthur. Exhausted, but happy, we flew back from Hobart 
on Friday night, grateful for an experience we will never forget.

Ms Di Silva - Year 11 Coordinator


