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Victorian State School
Spectacular 2022

This year I was fortunate enough to be selected
as the lead guitarist for the 2022 Victorian State
School Spectacular. After being forced to cancel
the show in 2021 due to the pandemic, I’m beyond
excited to be representing Braybrook College at
John Cain arena on September 10. VSSS has given me an opportunity to perform in an 80 piece
orchestra covering an array of different music
genres, not only has this show challenged me musically, it has also given me the pleasure of working
with industry professionals such as Chong Lim,
James Ryan and Shane Jacobson. I’ve also been
lucky enough to gain multimedia experience via interviews and photoshoots with Channel 7 and the
Herald Sun. As the title suggests this show is spectacular in every way imaginable. I am so grateful for
all the experiences I’ve been offered this year.
Tynan Grech - Year 12F

DEBATING 2022
WE ARE IN THE FINALS!

After two long years of COVID with on and off schooling, the school’s debating team is up and running smoothly again. The team coach, Mr. Nguyen,
and both Year 9 and 10 teams have put in exceptional efforts, progressing
into the finals. Not only do we have two enthusiastic teams which actively
debate, but we also have some helpful students who go out of their way to
support the teams by aiding in research. Both teams have improved dramatically since the start of the year, which really shows in our performances.
Our fellow students have put in countless school and after-school hours to
prepare, so let’s hope that their efforts will lead to finals success. Topics have
ranged from the abolition of the citizenship test to the implementation of a
meat tax and the unequivocal wrongs of social media crime-fighting, all of
which have proved to be quite interesting. These lucky students don’t just
get to compete in a statewide competition and represent the school, but they
also get to learn a new thing or two with each topic!
This year’s season is drawing to a close, and both teams are in the 4th round
of the finals. Our school’s previous record was the semifinals, which isn’t too
far out of reach for our current teams! Who knows, if our teams win this year
then perhaps a few of you readers may be inspired to join next year? For
now, we can only cheer on these smooth - speaking and confident students,
and hope they may take home the winning prize.
Angela Wu - Year 9G

Term 3, 2022 Edition no. 6

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE

As Term 3 draws to a close, all I can say is ‘It has been a busy one!’

Students have been involved in a wide range of activities and events happening
in conjunction with learning in our classrooms. This newsletter contains several
articles and photos which highlight just some of these exciting and engaging
activities such as the Achievement Celebration Luncheons, Science, Numeracy
and Book Weeks, Debating, Year 7 REACH Program, Tournament of the Minds Arts, Year 12 Trivia Night, Drama Incursions and Excursions and a STEM Excursion.
Of course, there are many more examples of students and staff working creatively
together both within and beyond the classrooms every day and these collaborations
add enormously to the richness of learning and to our sense of connectedness and
belonging. I congratulate all students for their achievements and thank all staff for
supporting students in their endeavours.
NAPLAN 2022 results
By now all Year 7 and 9 families should have received your child’s NAPLAN
results in the mail. If you have not yet received yours, please contact the school,
and we will follow up on this for you. I will update the college community on our
overall 2022 NAPLAN results in an upcoming newsletter once the Department of
Education sends through the comparative data.
PARENT/TEACHER INTERVIEWS
The recent Parent Teacher Interviews provided parents and staff the opportunity to
discuss the progress of our students with the hope that this will lead to increased
learning outcomes. Thank you to the parent community for the way in which you
conversed with the teaching staff. If you were unable to attend Parent Teacher
Interviews, please contact the relevant Year Level Coordination Team after the
school holidays to discuss your child’s progress.
General Achievement Test (GAT)
Students enrolled in one or more Unit 3 – 4 VCE Study and Senior VCAL sat the
General Achievement Test (GAT) on Wednesday 7th September. There was a new
format this year with Section A assessing Literacy and Numeracy and Section B
assessing Mathematics, Science, Technology, The Arts and Humanities. Senior
VCAL students sat Section A only. Questions asked in the GAT are based on
general knowledge and skills taught at school so no special study was required.
The GAT is used for a range of purposes including calculating a Derived Exam
Score if a student is ill for an exam.
Mobile Phones – Important Reminder
The Victorian government and our school’s mobile phone policy makes it clear
that students are not to use mobile phones whilst they are at school. There are a
number of reasons for this, including student safety and encouraging a focus on
face to face social time with friends during the day. The Department of Education
has asked all schools to ensure that the policy is being implemented, particularly as
they have recently seen an increase in anti-social online behaviour across the state.
Phones must be switched off and stored securely from the start of the school day
until the final bell. Mobile phone lockers (with lock codes) are also available around
the school for students’ convenience.
I wish all students, staff and families a safe and relaxing holiday break.
Kelly Panousieris

GAT

(GENERAL
ACHIEVEMENT TEST)

The GAT was held on Wednesday 7th
September. In a changed format, it
was later in the year, divided into two
sections and VCAL students were required to sit. That made this GAT our
biggest yet with the gymnasium, library
and VCE Centre all required as venues.
This was a nice warm-up for the VCAA
written examinations commencing on
Wednesday 26th October.
Tania Gadea
Year 11 & 12 Sub-School Leader

MELBOURNE THEATRE COMPANY
BETTY AMSDEN

YOUTH SCHOLARSHIP COURSE

Jasmine Tran from 9I was nominated for the MTC Berry
Amsden Youth Scholarship Course by the drama department.
It is a life-changing week of drama workshops at MTC.
The course provides an opportunity for young people with
limited access to the arts to learn and develop drama skills,
gain confidence, self-awareness and self-expression whilst
building friendships and a lifelong affinity for theatre.

All schools in Victoria are able to nominate students; Jasmine
herself also had to complete an application. Jasmine was
successful in her application and is one of only 20 students
in the state who have been selected. The course will run Nhu Y (Jasmine) Tran
over the school holidays Monday 19 September - Friday 23
September 2022 at the Southbank Theatre, The Lawler. On the final day Jasmine will
present a performance and friends, family and teachers are invited to watch.
Claire Wilkinson - Drama Faculty

CELEBRATING ACHIEVEMENT
YEARS 7 AND 8
CELEBRATION
LUNCHEON

On Thursday the 25th
August, a large number of
Year 7 and 8 students who
performed very well during
Semester
1,
achieving
high results for Effort and
Achievement, attended a
celebratory luncheon to
acknowledge their hard
work and positive attitude
to learning.
Students mingled across the
two levels, enjoying pizza,
sweets and soft drinks and
were awarded a certificate
in recognition of their
achievement. To the credit
of our entire cohort, all form
groups were represented.
Well done 7 and 8!
Con Lekakis, Virginia
Hobbs, Chris Theaker,
Katrina Wilson
and Nada Peric
- Junior Sub School Team

SCIENCE WEEK

Science Week at Braybrook College was
back on site with a bang after two years
in lock down. Many students took the
opportunity to get involved, get creative and
celebrate science. The ‘Braybrook College
Science Week’ website served as the hub
for connecting students with the different
activities on offer and kept students up-todate with the world of science.

The theme of this year’s Science Week was
“Class: More than meets the eye”. There were
a variety of activities for students to participate
in at lunchtimes. To celebrate this year’s
theme students used lenses and cardboard
tubes to construct their own telescopes and
had a chance to put their sleuthing skills to
the test to escape the “Breaking Glass Escape
Room”. For those more inclined to chemistry
there was also an opportunity to make their
own slime. The lunchtime events were capped
off with a general science Kahoot trivia.
In addition to our hands on activities the
‘Science TV’ and ‘Science News’ sections of
the Science Week website allowed students to
access interesting documentaries, TV shows
and articles about nature, space, engineering
and other exciting science topics. A number
of students also took the opportunity to flex
their funny bones and submit a meme to our
science meme competition. The full gallery
of submissions is available to view on the
website.
Well done to all the staff and students who
got involved and made Science Week 2022
at Braybrook College a resounding success!
Eleanor Gunter - Science Coordinator

REACH FOUNDATION

YEAR 7 WORKSHOP
As part of our 2022 emphasis
on creating a safe and
supportive space for the Year 7
cohort to accomplish both their
personal and learning goals,
the Year 7 Team organised a
series of workshops run by the
“Reach Foundation” focusing
on “connections”.
The
sessions
encouraged
positive
self-expression
and
normalised
individual
differences within the group as
they shared their experiences
of high school so far. It built
awareness of behaviour and its
impact on others, and how it
can affect individuals in different
ways. Overall the sessions
seemed to be a great success
and helped our students better
understand the importance of
empathy and kindness.
Con Lekakis
- Year 7 Coordinator

NUMERACY WEEK
A big thank you to all the students who got involved in Numeracy Week 2022. We had over
60 students try to guess the number of lollies in
the jar with only one student who gave closest
to the correct answer (which was 278 lollies).
Students of all year levels were involved in the
maths relay, a rubics cube challenge (amazingly, the whole cube was solved in 13 seconds!!),
maths trivia, escape room, connect 4, giant
Chess and Jenga and other activities which ran
every lunchtime.
During Numeracy Week students not only put
their Mathematical skills to good use when
solving problems but showed much creativity
in activities like photography and origami.
Thank you to all staff involved in running the
activities and also in motivating everyone to
get involved in the lunchtime sessions. Thanks
also to the Library staff for their help and support during the week.
To all the students, we congratulate you for
your efforts and
really appreciate
your good natured
participation and
enthusiasm.
Ljubica Bacak Maths
Coordinator
Rebecca Thom Numeracy
Coordinator
Mitchell Mikunda - 8A
Winner of the “Guess how many lollies in the
jar competition”.

YEAR 8 MIME
WORKSHOP

All Year 8s this year have
participated in a mime
workshop with Rod Lara,
a
professional
mime
artist. The Year 8s study
physical theatre and Basel
masks in Drama. This
double period workshop
really helps students to
enhance their skills which
will help them with their
assessment performances.
It was fantastic to see the
students’ mime talents
shine and apply the skills
learnt in their performances.
Claire Wilkinson
Drama Faculty

TOURNAMENT OF THE MINDS - ARTS
The Tournament of Minds is a program for
primary and secondary school students to
engage in solving open-ended questions and
using their creativity to approach problems and
stimuli. Braybrook College’s The Arts team aptly
named the ‘Theatre Nerds’, were ecstatic to
participate in this year’s Tournament of Minds
at Latrobe University on the 21st of August,
2022. The ‘Theatre Nerds’ consisted of Georgia
Mccartin and Ava Span from Year 7, Jackson
Patching and Jasmine Tran from Year 9, and
Alannah Henderson-Webb, Jamila Mezensoff
and Victoria Tsobanis from Year 10.

ANNUAL
YEAR 12
TRIVIA NIGHT

The Tournament was split into two parts; the
long term challenge, and the spontaneous
challenge. For the long term challenge, we had
six weeks to come up with a five minute long
skit based on a stimulus. Our prompt was: “A
mystery person has been delivered to the police
station with no memory of who they are/where
they’re from and are unable to speak. The
person’s arms are painted and they are wearing
a piece of jewellery and dressed in fabric
The Annual Year 12 Trivia Night was held on Thursday 1st Sep- representative of a culture”.
tember. Ultra-competitive teams wrestled their random knowledge banks amidst lots of laughter and some delicious pizza. For the challenge itself, we had to use the clue
A special guest on the night, our resident mudlark, flew in for a on the ‘mystery person’ in our skit to decipher
visit to cause some additional mayhem!
where they’re from. It was difficult deciding on a
culture to settle on. At first we researched ancient
The evening showed once again how connected our com- civilisations, but no matter what we thought of,
munity is. A big thanks to Ms Hadzisavas and the LOL team it either didn’t feel authentic or we were cautious
for their work organising questions, activities and MCing the of being disrespectful. Eventually, it clicked into
event.
place and we had found our culture, Australia.
Now that was something each and every one
Tania Gadea - Year 11 & 12 Sub-School Leader
of us had a connection to. It also provided
opportunity for plenty of comedy (much to our
delight).

effectively and learnt a wide variety of interpersonal,
organisational and improvisation skills.

On the day of the tournament, we are all a bit
giddy. After all, our work was finally going to
be presented. And, there was the matter of the
spontaneous challenge; a secret prompt that we
would only find out on the day. Getting there,
we were an amalgamation of emotions; excited,
nervous, flustered, stressed, anxious. When it came
to doing our actual performance, there were quite
a few hiccups. People missed cues, lines and,
none of us did the Nutbush in sync. But, it was our
improvisation skills, confidence and sheer luck that
were able to make the performance entertaining for
the crowd. Then, it was time for the spontaneous
challenge. Now THAT was intimidating. All seven of
us sat around a single table, a metre away from the
judges and were observed on how we worked as a
team. Thankfully, we are a fantastic team and were
able to mind-map and present with no problems.
Each and every one of us came into the Tournament
of The Minds a little unsure and undisciplined. But
by the end, we were able to work cohesively as a
team and triumph over any complications we had.
Participating in this tournament is something none
of us will regret. And hey, our hard work paid off with
second place! This experience has benefited every
one of us greatly, and has inspired us to keep on
“challenging the world’.
Jamila Mezensoff - Year 10J

As per the rules of the tournament, we were not
allowed any outside assistance from teachers,
ensuring the entire process was fully our own
work. As part of this, we had to make our own
costumes (the Australian flag, with stars cut
from Indigenous patterns), design and draw our
own body paint (iconic Australian symbols) and
make our own piece of jewelry (a shark tooth).

World’s
GREATEST
SHAVE
Congratulations to Oliver
Sheng, Ewan Magee and
Mohamed Iman Mohamud,
aka “The Braybrook College
Baldies”, for volunteering to
shave their heads for Leukaemia research. In the middle
of the Trivia Night, these students removed their locks and
raised in excess of $2,360.
Donations can still be made
at www.worldgreatestshave.
com. We are very proud of the
boys’ initiative and courage,
as well as our community’s
generosity and support.
Tania Gadea Year 11 & 12 Sub-School

Love our Braybrook community spirit!

Aside from physically learning new skills,
we were all also able to grow as people and
teammates. Throw seven high-schoolers
into a team and you get a lot of goofing off,
an obsession with comedy and a strangely
substantial amount of musical performances.
However, whilst we had fun, we accomplished
so much, both as a team and as individuals.
Together, we wrote the script, assigned roles
and jobs, brainstormed ideas, communicated

LAURINDA
MTC PERFORMANCE

On the 31st of August the Year 10 Drama and
Theatre Studies classes attended a performance
of Laurinda at the Melbourne Theatre Company
(MTC). The play was an adaptation of the award
winning Alice Pung novel. Laurinda tells the story
of Lucy Lam, a 38-year-old woman who still has a
lot to learn from her 15-year-old self when she is
thrust back to the year she won a scholarship to a
prestigious private school.

The students had a wonderful time seeing
live theatre and it was great to hear how the
students could relate to the moments in the
play.
Claire Wilkinson - Drama Faculty

IMPORTANT DATES
TO REMEMBER
MONDAY 3RD OCTOBER
FIRST DAY OF TERM 4

MONDAY 10TH - WEDNESDAY 12TH OCTOBER
YEAR 8 PGL CAMPASPE DOWNS - CAMP
TUESDAY 11TH OCTOBER
YEAR 7 IMMUNISATION - ROUND 2
MONDAY 17TH - WEDNESDAY 19TH OCTOBER
YEAR 7 DOXA CAMP
WEDNESDAY 19TH OCTOBER
LAST DAY OF CLASSES FOR YEAR 12 STUDENTS
MONDAY 17TH - FRIDAY 21ST OCTOBER
ART WEEK
WEDNESDAY 26TH OCTOBER
YEAR 7, 2023
PARENT INFORMATION EVENING
WEDNESDAY 26TH OCTOBER
- WEDNESDAY 16TH NOVEMBER
VCE UNIT 3/4 EXAM PERIOD
THURSDAY 27TH OCTOBER
CURRICULUM DAY- STUDENT FREE DAY
MONDAY 31ST OCTOBER - FRIDAY 4TH SEPTEMBER
HUMANITIES WEEK
TUESDAY 1ST NOVEMBER
MELBOURNE CUP HOLIDAY
THURSDAY 3RD NOVEMBER
YEAR 11 VCAL GRADUATION
MONDAY 7TH - FRIDAY 11TH NOVEMBER
YEAR 11 EXAMS
MONDAY 14TH - FRIDAY 18TH NOVEMBER
9A, 9B, 9C & 9D AT CITY CITE
FRIDAY 18TH NOVEMBER
YEAR 12 GRADUATION

COMMEDIA DELL’ARTE

Incursion Performance
On the 29th of August the library was transformed into a
theatre when Make a Scene came to perform Venice in Love
for the Year 9 and 10 Drama class and the Year 10 Theatre
Studies class.
The students enjoyed the comedic slapstick performance
and audience interaction.
The Year 9 Drama class then participated in a Commedia
workshop with the actors from Make a Scene. The class
impressed the actors with their improvisation skills and ability
to fully transform themselves into the stock characters they
saw in Venice in Love.
The Year 9 students will continue to focus on the theatre style
of Commedia dell’Arte for the next few weeks.
Claire Wilkinson - Drama Faculty

YEAR 8 STEM SHOWCASE
PRESENTED BY OUR FUTURE
STEM LEADERS
Twenty four girls from Years 9 and 10 have
been working this term with Ambassadors
from RMIT University planning and
preparing for a STEM Showcase that
was attended by all Year 8 students in
Week 7. Our Future STEM Leaders had
an opportunity to learn more about STEM
Careers and develop their leadership
skills, while the Year 8 students got to
play with some cool surveying equipment
or program and build their own reaction
game.

Catherine van Vliet - STEM Coordinator

MONDAY 14TH - FRIDAY 25TH NOVEMBER
YEAR 12 - 2023 - START PROGRAM
MONDAY 21ST - FRIDAY 25TH NOVEMBER
YEAR 8 EXAMS
MONDAY 21ST - FRIDAY 25TH NOVEMBER
YEAR 10 EXAMS & 10V WORK EXPERIENCE
MONDAY 28TH NOVEMBER - THURSDAY 1ST DECEMBER
YEAR 9 EXAMS
MONDAY 28TH NOVEMBER - THURSDAY 1ST DECEMBER
YEAR 11 - 2023 START PROGRAM
WEDNESDAY 30TH NOVEMBER
END OF YEAR MUSIC CONCERT
THURSDAY 1ST DECEMBER
HOUSE AWARDS AFTERNOON
THURSDAY 1ST DECEMBER
STUDENT AWARDS EVENING
FRIDAY 2ND DECEMBER
YEAR 9 SAFE @ WORK TRAINING
MONDAY 5TH DECEMBER
SPECIAL TIMETABLE BEGINS (YEARS 7 - 9)
MONDAY 5TH & TUESDAY 6TH DECEMBER
PEER SUPPORT TRAINING
TUESDAY 13TH DECEMBER
GRADE 6 ORIENTATION DAY
TUESDAY 13TH DECEMBER
7/8 ADVENTURE PARK - END OF YEAR EXCURSION
FRIDAY 16TH DECEMBER
FINAL DATE TO ORDER
EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES ONLINE
WEDNESDAY 14TH DECEMBER
YEAR 7 HOUSE CHALLENGE DAY
THURSDAY 15TH DECEMBER
YEAR 8 HOUSE CHALLENGE DAY

MONDAY 19TH DECEMBER
2022 STUDENTS’ - LAST DAY

BOOK WEEK

The Book Week theme
for 2022 was ‘Dreaming
with Eyes open.’
Students read the CBCA Book of the Year
shortlist and recorded which was their
favourite, showing that you are never too
old to read a picture book. Mr Ashley
loaned us a wonderful illustrated First
Nations story ‘From Country with Love’ by
Rhys Paddick and Emma Gibbens which
students placed around the Library for a
yarn walk. Ms Hobbs, Ms Hersi and The
Power Collective ran The Great Book
Swap, selling pre-loved reads for a gold
coin raising money for the Indigenous
Literacy Foundation
The front wall was themed with ‘Dream’
related books, collaborative colouringin and the Book Worms Competition.
Students also had an opportunity to take
wonderful photographs with our Book
Week sign which was also used to inspire
ideas for the Access It Catalogue Library
Search and the Writing Competition.
Lunchtime events were a hit with a
screening of First Nations bedtime stories,
a dream themed bookish Kahoot Quiz,
a bookmark-making Crafternoon and a
Silent Reading Party.
LaToya Donnellan - Library Coordinator

