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At the recent General assembly, we 
farewelled our Year 12 students and 
celebrated their time at the college.  Thank 
you to Ahmed Mohamed (12E), Tra-Mi Do 
(12E) and Tangaroa Ngawati (12V) who 
proudly addressed the college community 
on behalf of the Year 12 cohort. They 
thanked their teachers and Coordinators for 
their ongoing support over the years and 
provided great advice to younger students 
about working hard, making the most of 
opportunities provided by the school and 
most importantly supporting one another 
through their high school journey. Their 
speech is included in this newsletter for all 
to enjoy. 
 
Thank you Year 12s for all you have 
contributed to the College over the past 
six years.   Good luck with the rest of your 
exams and we look forward to celebrating 
your individual and collective achievements 
at the upcoming Graduation evening.

Year 8 -11 Exams
All students in Years 8 - 11 will be completing 
exams in the coming weeks. It is critical 
that all students begin their revision early, 
seeking support and assistance from their 
teachers.  Success will require students to 
set high expectations for their performance, 
to work hard and to take pride in their 
work. We encourage all students to review 
carefully their teachers’ feedback and areas 
for improvement as they prepare for their 
end of semester exams.

Parent Opinion Survey  
Our 2019 Parent Opinion Survey has rated 
the school as very high in practically every 
School Performance Factor. Our positive 
responses for the factors of Safety, School 
Connectedness and School Cognitive 

Engagement have all shown improvement 
on last year. 
As a school we encourage parents to 
contact us if you have concerns about 
your child’s development, safety or any 
other concerns. It is important to keep 
communication open and productive. 
Thank you to the parents involved in this 
year’s survey for your open and honest 
feedback. We use this data along with 
our other data sets to target school 
improvement. 

Braybrook College abuzz!
Once again this term, our wonderful 
staff have presented numerous and 
rich opportunities for our students to 
participate in, through our academic and 
co-curricular programs. Some examples 
of these activities/events which were 
highly successful and of which we are 
very proud, include: the wonderful ART 
exhibition showcasing the many talents 
of our students and staff; the very 
entertaining musical, ‘The Living End’ 
written by one of our Drama teachers, 
Ms McLeod, directed by Mr Byrne 
and Ms Phillips and performed by our 
wonderful cast of students at the Bowery 
Theatre, St Albans over three days; the 
well attended ‘Respectful Relationships’ 
Movie night which was facilitated by 
student leaders with assistance from 
Ms McLeod, our Anti-Bullying and 
Harassment Coordinator; a visit by our 
local Member for Footscray, Ms Katie 
Hall, who met with three students who’d 
entered a ‘Statement to Parliament’ 
competition (one receiving a 2nd Place); 
the annual Sunshine Lions Youth of the 
Year Contest in which we were triumphant 
and the fun-filled Humanities week with  
something for everyone.  One can never 
call Braybrook College a dull place!  Well 
done to all involved. 

Kelly Panousieris

The John Marsden and Hachette Australia Prize for Young Writers is a developmental award open 
exclusively to Australian secondary school students.

For young writers aged between 12 and 18, the prize provides an unforgettable experience. Fifteen 
shortlisted writers receive feedback on their work, are invited to meet Australian writer John Marsden, 
and participate in an exclusive creative writing workshop and special event at the Melbourne Writers 
Festival. Prize winners also receive a $500 cash prize and a book pack courtesy of Hachette Australia. 
The prize recognises excellence in three creative writing categories: Fiction, Non-Fiction and Poetry.

The results of this year’s John Marsden and Hachette Australia writing competition were recently 
announced and our student, Kathy Doan of Year 10, was one of the 5 shortlisted writers for the Non-
Fiction category out of over 450 entrants! 

Congratulations Kathy!

THE JOHN MARSDEN AND HACHETTE AUSTRALIA PRIZE FOR YOUNG WRITERS

YEAR 12 FINAL ASSEMBLY ADDRESS
 
What an exciting and challenging venture this has been! To stage the first ‘musical’ 
Braybrook College has produced in a long time was a whirlwind adventure with an 
extremely talented, outrageously fun and overwhelmingly lovely cast. Who worked 
so hard to bring this script from page to stage with dynamic passion and unmatched 
skill. Thank you for your dedication, commitment and your talent. 

We must thank and commend the creativity of our year 10 Theatre Studies class 
who designed everything on stage – the set, the costumes, the make-up, the props, 
the sound, the lighting and the projections. They have worked tirelessly in class all 
semester to bring the script to life. They had the opportunity to run a show in a pro-
fessional theatre – operating the sound, lighting and projection, applying the make-
up throughout the performance and ensuring that the set and props are where they 
should be when they should be! 

We hope that this experience was a meaningful and enjoyable one for our talented 
Braybrook College students.

Mr Byrne, Ms McLeod and Ms Phillips - The Drama Faculty



VCE VET COMMUNITY SERVICES

HOUSES BOAT RACE

In term 3 Pegasus, Gryphon, Phoenix and Centaur competed in the inaugural 
House Boat Competition based on the Todd River boat race (Henley On Todd 
Regatta) where a “boat”  is raced on a dry river bed.  Each of our Houses designed 
and raced their own “boat” on the back oval. Students and House Leaders spent 
many afternoons throughout the term planning, designing and painting their own 
unique boats. On the day Gryphon won the race, albeit with the fewest people 
racing inside their boat. Centaur had a very well designed dingy style boat that 
had the most students inside and Pegasus had a magnificent boat in the shape 
of a Pegasus with real feathers attached. Phoenix had another unique boat which 
incorporated the use of a Chinese dragon head. It was a fun afternoon and hope-
fully we can continue the event next year with a few adjustments. A big thank you 
to all the students, House Leaders and staff who assisted and made the event a 
success. 
Mr Welch - Co-curricula Coordinator

The VCE VET Community Services students 
recently participated in a working bee to pack 
Birthing Kits for the Zonta Club of Melton.   Zonta 
produce these kits to assist Women in developing 
countries with a supply kit for the birth of their 
children.  These kits have been shown to save 
lives of the mothers and children.   The VCE VET 
Community Services students packaged over 100 
kits to be sent around the world.

Ms Archer and Ms Hommelhoff 
VCE VET Community Services Teachers 

The ‘Leaders of the Pack’ was a female leadership program that allowed us to build 
confidence, form new friendships and develop the skills to become leaders within our 
community. Through ‘Leaders of the Pack’ we were very fortunate to attend football 
games, try different sports and meet and hear from incredible women.

On Thursday 10th October, the “Leaders” held a farewell lunch at the school to 
thank and farewell Reuben William (facilitator of the program who has taken up a 
Cultural Diversity post with AFL Queensland). The memories we have created with 
Reuben over a 10 week period have been really special. On behalf of the ‘Leaders 
of the Pack’, I would like to send a big thank you to Reuben for all his tireless work.  
We appreciate you and wish you all the very best on your journey to further success. 
We hope you visit whenever you’re in town.

Nura Mohamed 10F

LEADERS OF THE PACK - FAREWELL REUBEN

Students from around the state were invited to create a 
“Statement to Parliament”, involving a 90-second video 
on an issue they believe needs to be addressed by 
Parliament. Over 580 entries were received, including 
three from Braybrook College: Keegan Hand-Howden 
(Year 11), John Kheitu (Year 10) and Bailey Campbell 
(Year 10).
John Kheitu was chosen as the 2nd Place winner with 
his passionate speech on the need to respect and 
recognise immigrants and support new communities. 
He attended the presentation ceremony at Parliament 
House in September and received a $250 prize.
John, Bailey and Keegan met with Katie Hall, Member for Footscray, on 10th October, 
where they were praised for their involvement and shared their future aspirations.
John’s video and the other winners can be seen on the Parliament of Victoria website: 
https://www.parliament.vic.gov.au/education/the-parliament-prize

Mr David Nguyen - Debating Coordinaor

PARLIAMENT PRIZE 2019

Each year, Braybrook College is proud 
to nominate students for the prestigious 
Lions Club Youth of the Year. Two 
students – Alfatonia Joe (10D) and 
Georgia Tsobanis (11K) – represented 
the school at the event hosted by the 
Lions Club of Sunshine, and competed 
alongside students from Marian College.
The students underwent a rigorous 
application and interview process, 
in which they were judged on their 
academic achievements, participation in 
co-curricular activities, leadership and 
community involvement. The participants 
then took part in the public speaking 
event on Wednesday 16th October at 
Sunshine Harvester Primary School.
The speakers were challenged with two 

LIONS YOUTH OF THE YEAR
impromptu questions before presenting 
a prepared speech on a topic of their 
choice. The students were asked for 
their perspectives on the right to protest 
versus freedom of movement, and what 
we can do to strengthen multiculturalism 
and diversity. Alfatonia then spoke 
passionately on empowering women and 
female representation in male-dominated 
sports, while Georgia entertained the 
audience with a humorous take on 
teenage screen addiction.
All participants stunned the audience with 
the exceptional quality of their speeches. 
After a close adjudication, Alfatonia was 
given the Best Public Speaker prize, 
being praised for her genuine passion, 
energy and call to action hitting the right 
notes with the crowd. The overall Youth of 
the Year prize was ultimately awarded to 
Georgia.
We are exceptionally proud of our students 
for their spectacular performance and 
dedication. Georgia will move onto the 
next level of the Youth of the Year event 
in March 2020.

Mr David Nguyen - Debating Coordinaor

1st Place at the all Schools Badminton 
Championships - Second Division

Congratulations to these students (Can Kim Ta 
of 11L, John-Paul Tran of 11B, Cao Minh Ho of 
10A, Huy Truong of 10B, Van Duh Cenhrang of 
11N and Virtus Huynh of 11F ) who have won first 
place in the 2019 All Schools Championships, 
Second Division. Their dedication, team effort and 
great sportsmanship have steered them to victory 
against 19 other teams around Victoria. Well done !
Ms To - Badminton Coach

Wednesday the 23rd October was the opening of the college’s bi-annual Art and Design 
Exhibition. Parents, students and staff enjoyed viewing a fantastic selection of art, design, 
textile and wood work from students in Years 7 to 12. Feedback from attendees was 
overwhelmingly positive, with many comments regarding the quality, effort and attention to 
detail that was on show.  A team of Year 9 Home Economics students generously assisted 
with catering during the event. Many students helped to set-up the show, in particular 
students from Year 10 and Year 11VCAL were of great assistance in the hours leading up 
to the opening. Of course the exhibition would not be possible without the huge effort of 
teachers from the Art and Craft Faculty who deserve many thanks for their fantastic work.
Ms Manning -  Art Faculty Coordinator

ART AND DESIGN EXHIBITION



Tra-Mi:  Well… What a surprise to be standing 
here before you all. We’re very honoured but 
also very humbled.  Looking back on our time 
at Braybrook and reflecting has brought back 
a flood of funny and interesting memories.  
This reflection has resulted in us collating a 
range of lessons that have helped us make 
the most of our time here and hopefully will 
assist those in younger levels to maximise 
opportunities.

Tra-Mi: My name is Tra Mi,    
Tangaroa:  I am Tangaroa - AKA Tee
Ahmed:  And I am Ahmed: I know you’re all 
pretty shocked that I’m up here right now, so 
am I.

Throughout my six-year Braybrook College 
experience, I haven’t been a model student 
(to say the least). But I have been taught a 
wide range of lessons that have helped me 
survive this crazy journey. I have learnt to 
multiply fractions, got my Bunsen Burner 
licence and practised reciprocal teaching.  All 
important. But the most important lessons 
have been about ourselves, relationships and 
our role within our community.
So how did we learn these lessons?  
In my junior years, I was often talkative and 
loud (many would say that I still am). School 
was a place where I could have fun, relax with 
my friends and make memories. Cohesion 
and connectedness were important to me.  
This year, I realised how essential getting 
along with others actually is, and how it helps 
our learning. It has been the most hectic, 
stressful and fun year that I’ve ever had and 
without the support of those around me, 

I don’t think I would have made it.  You, in 
front of me, have helped me through it all 
and I hope I helped you. It is people who 
ultimately matter. The relationships we form, 
the connections we make and the support we 
give each other. 

Tangaroa: We are called cohorts for a reason! 
It is up to you whether you choose to leave 
your cohort behind or cross the ‘Finish line’ 
together.  No matter the circumstances, you 
are all in it to the very end! Helping each other 
and giving each other moral support helps 
build stronger relationships in everything you 
do! It’s a team effort. When you see someone 
in your year level struggling with studies or 
struggling to be a part of our community, 
invite them with open arms because you as 
a cohort are only as strong as your weakest 
link. It’s not just about yourself, it’s being there 
for others, collectively helping each other to 
be the best we can be. It‘s about leaving the 
right mark, the right impression in everything 
you do. 
Lesson learnt? Look after one another.  

Tra-Mi:  From an outsider’s perspective 
coming in Year 10, I absolutely appreciate 
everything the school has to offer - from a 
range of subjects, co-curricular activities and 
just great people and teachers in general.

We may not be the richest, most privileged 

school in terms of physical resources. We 
don’t have a fancy swimming pool, our tennis 
courts are not even surfaced at the moment 
and we don’t have an auditorium. What we 
do have is great teachers and a great support 
system in the Coordination Team.  They have 
a warm and inviting office where we can cry, 
complain and laugh - though it is cramped. 
My journey at Braybrook didn’t start all that 
long ago, yet somehow, I feel like I’ve been 
here my whole life. I feel like I am part of a 
community that values effort and people.

I am definitely not the smartest person in 
this cohort, and I am definitely not the most 
hardworking, but I will say that I keep trying. 
Because at the end of the day, the mark that 
you receive for anything is a reflection of how 
much effort you put in.

Part of that effort is making hard decisions. 
Hard choices. You have to ask yourself, 
“Minecraft or trigonometry?” “League of 
Legends or English essays.” “Netflix or 
Edrolo?” Ultimately, we have to choose 
between “study or screens?” Although Edrolo 
lets you study on a screen!
I know that social media and gaming are 
tempting and extremely enjoyable, but you 
have to understand these things are fleeting.

Ahmed: Except for Minecraft which keeps 
coming back

Tra-Mi: Yep, that’s true. I’m not saying that we 
can’t enjoy these simple screening pleasures, 
but we have to make a choice on how 
much we use and where we use them right, 
Kenneth? 

The point I’m trying to make is that every 
single one of you has the capacity to do great 
things if you put your mind to it. If you get 
a bad grade, ask yourself, what can I do to 
improve? If you get a good grade, what else 
can I do to maintain this grade? If you don’t 
know how to do something, you don’t know 
how to do it,... YET!

If you make the choice to endure the two-year 
marathon that is VCE, just know that the main 
ingredient is perseverance. And a part of that 
perseverance is taking the initiative to utilise 
resources.

Nobody is born with an ATAR of 99.95. 
Nobody is born with an IQ of 160 and knows 
everything about everything all of the time. 
Even you, Timothy. But, smart people are 
those who put blood, sweat and tears into 
their work and use every resource available 
to them.
Lesson learnt?  Try your best and use your 
supports. Trust that hard choices and effort 
pay off.

Tangaroa:  Interesting that you should mention 
choices Tra-Mi...
Last year choosing to do VCAL in Year 12 was 
a smart decision for me.  Knowing Year 11 
was coming to an end I had to really sit down 
and think about what I was going to do next. 
My exam results amazed me but I knew right 
from the get go that I never wanted to work 
behind a desk or continue to study when I 
eventually left school. I felt like I was made 
to be more physical and creative. That was 
much more my style. With the support of the 

YEAR 7 - 2014

YEAR 12 - 2019

Careers Office, I developed a clear picture of 
what I wanted to do.

For me it’s never been just about being 
academic and being able to achieve good 
grades. It’s always been about being strong 
in areas where I know I can excel, being 
able to push myself to do even better. That’s 
what VCAL has taught me! Stepping out of 
my comfort zone to prepare myself for the 
future ahead of me. Of course I have regrets, 
like any human. There’s things I could have 
done better but what’s more important is to 
celebrate all the things I have done well.  
Lesson learnt? Make smart choices. You get 
1 opportunity: 5 days a week for 6 years at a 
college that puts you first. Don’t mess it up!

Tangaroa: Now, sports and music have 
always been my passions. Doing something 
as a group, as a team is totally different 
from doing something just for yourself. 
Deciding to be a leader on and off the field 
and joining the leadership program with one 
of the best houses in Braybrook history was 
a great decision.  Also through the hard 
work of teachers and teams of students at 
Braybrook college working together, I have 
had the privilege of competing at the highest 
level, making it to State Finals in Rugby and 
Volleyball. This gave me more of an insight 
into teamwork and being a part of a group 
that looks after you and always wants you to 
perform in the best possible way you can. 

This year I am undertaking Group Performance 
in Music and we will be having our end of 
year exam in two days. I am drumming in 
all five bands for the Music exam and have 
had to learn 20+ songs. Hard work but so 
worthwhile. I feel like an essential part of the 
group and that is why I freaked out so much 
when I stood on glass just last week. I thought 
I had damaged my drumming foot and  I just 
didn’t want to let the team down. Finding a 
balance and my vibe both inside and outside 
the classroom has made me a happy student 
and helped me achieve my best.
Lesson learnt? Look for opportunities and find 
balance. Also look out for glass!
 
Ahmed:  Today’s supposed to be about 
memories, man.

Tangaroa: Alright then. I remember back in the 
old days when the blue uniform was a part of 
my attire, my hair was much shorter and all 
you could smell was hair gel, (which I thought 
made me look sharp.) Now look at me, long 
hair, letting my hair down, enjoying my final 
days at Braybrook College.

Ahmed: Even though this year was the single 
most important year of my education, I still 
was able to keep my head up and manage 
a smile or slight grin throughout the year. 
Personally, I have made memories that I will 
remember for the rest of my life such as: the 
formal, where teachers were surprised at how 
good we all glowed up but shocked by some 
dance moves and Muck Up (ohh sorry, Dress 
Up) Day where we had a gang of nuns, a 
bunch of gangsta grannies and 2Pac came 
back from the dead.  These are memories 
I will treasure forever and even though it’s 
coming to a bittersweet end, I will look back 
at my high school education with a smile 
knowing that I have formed relationships that 

have assisted me in becoming the person I 
am today. 
Lesson learnt? Cherish your memories of time 
spent together.
I believe that the Class of 2019’s legacy will be 
our outspokenness and our leadership. This is 
a group who has encouraged change within 
the school and the wider community.  This 
year, we showed determination in student 
voice. We stood up as leaders, even those 
who didn’t have badges or who had not 
stood up before. I was out of my comfort zone 
when I, and another student,  successfully 
advocated for the Year 12 celebratory 
jackets to be allocated earlier in the year 
in time for the winter chill. They may have 
been a little expensive but they represented 
our perseverance and our success in being 
leaders. When the horror of the Christchurch 
terrorist attack occurred, two students from 
our cohort spoke out in front of a huge crowd 
in the middle of the city, being brave and 
speaking in a time of dire need. We have had 
students who have dedicated their time to 
start their own organisation to battle against 
violence, whilst others have sacrificed their 
hair for a good cause. (Clearly not you Tee).  All 
these students are leaders - they just needed 
initiative, courage and to feel passionate 
about something. These traits are within all of 
us. What this school has shown me is that 
anyone can be a leader. You don’t have to be 
smart (look at Donald Trump).  All you need to 
do is believe and to challenge yourself.  
Lesson Learnt? Look within yourself to find 
your inner leader and discover how you can 
make a positive difference. 

Tra-Mi: To the Year 11s, 2020 will definitely 
be a big year for you. It may be a year filled 
with smiles, laughter, stress and a LOT of 
tears. But it won’t be too long before it will be 
you who will be in the front row sitting like the 
Year 12s are now at your very last assembly, 
looking at your past year and wondering how 
did it go by so fast. I know it’s a scary truth to 
face, but your final year does really count and 
it is what you make of it. Do your homework, 
listen to your teachers, try your hardest, work 
as a team, support each other and most 
importantly, persevere. Everyone in your 
cohort will be going on a similar emotional 
and tumultuous rollercoaster as you, so use 
your friends and peers for emotional, mental 
and academic support. I wish you nothing but 
all the luck in the world. 

To the Class of 2019, our time together has 
nearly come to an end. But we will always be 
a part of the Braybrook College family. Soon, 
we face some of our greatest challenges in 
exams and transition. We are transitioning 
into further education and the workforce. I 
get it, it’s scary.  Change always is. That being 
said, I hope each and every one of you feels 
prepared to tackle all that life throws your 
way. Results will not define you, but how you 
respond will. We are prepared, and we will be 
ok. 

Tee: Just remember, if you follow the lessons 
we have learnt you are sure to be on (Together) 
the “Road to success”!

Thank you.

YEAR 12 FINAL ASSEMBLY ADDRESS



The college community wish the Class of 2019 well with their exam results and the pursuit of their future pathways.

YEAR 12 DRESS UP DAY


