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Principal’s 
Message
Return to onsite learning!
It was with great delight that we 
finally welcomed all staff and 
students back on campus for 
the first time in many months. 
Our classrooms were abuzz with 
teaching and learning and a feeling 
of a community being reunited! 

In a year that has challenged all 
of us in so many ways, it has 
been uplifting to see everyone re-
connecting, to hear the laughter 
of students in the corridors and 
playground and to hold on to the 
hope that the resilience of our 
school community has enabled us 
to keep moving forward in these 
difficult times.  

It was also opportune that the whole 
school was back on campus and 
had the chance to join our General 
Assembly (via Zoom) on Monday 
2nd November to celebrate and 
farewell our Year 12s on their final 
days at Braybrook College.  Thank 
you to James Chen (12B) and Dawt 
Khun Tial Dawt Khun Tial (12Z) 

who proudly addressed the college 
community on behalf of the Year 12 
cohort. Their speech is included in 
this newsletter for all to enjoy.

Year 12 Graduation
The Graduation Ceremony for 
the Year 12 students took place 
after school in our college front 
gardens (as pictured) on Monday 
2 November. The COVID-19 
restrictions, unfortunately 
precluded the attendance of 
parents and family members, as 
would normally be our practice. 
We understand how important this 
event is to you and your families 
and to enable you to view the 
Graduation, the ceremony was 
filmed and each student will receive 
a USB of the proceedings. 

As a cohort, the class of 2020 
will have a very special place in 
our school’s history as a unique 
group who have shown a level 
of perseverance, determination, 
grit and a bond that a worldwide 
pandemic could not break. The 
qualities that they have collectively 
demonstrated through the most 
challenging final year of schooling 
has ultimately set them apart from 
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every other cohort.

Overcoming the challenges 
of 2020 is what will give each 
of them an advantage as they 
enter the next chapters of their 
life. 

Our 2020 Year 12 cohort now 
have the chance to consolidate 
their study and prepare 
themselves to do the best 
they can possibly do in the 
upcoming VCAA exams. The 
whole community wishes our 
Year 12s of 2020 the best of 
luck in their exams and in the 
future. 

COVID Safe Practices
COVID safe practices are in 
place at the college. We have 
continued to prominently 
display the safety posters 
across the school and all 
community members are 
reminded to:
• Wear face masks that 

cover the nose and 
mouth (unless they have 
an exemption).  Single-
use and reusable face 
masks are available at the 
General Office

• Practise good hand 
hygiene

• Ensure physical distancing 
and

• Avoid interactions in close 
spaces 

In other COVID safe practices, 
we have introduced more 
frequent high touch-point 
cleaning with four extra 
cleaners on campus each 
day between 10am and 2pm.  
Parents are also reminded to 
keep their onsite visits to a 
minimum and present to the 
General Office if they must visit 
the campus.

Mobile Phone Policy
With the return to onsite 
learning, students are reminded 
that if they choose to bring their 
mobile phones to school, they 
must have them switched off 
and securely stored in their 
locker or a mobile phone locker 
during school hours.

Kelly Panousieris
 

Congratulations to Oliver Sheng, Emily Nguyen, Jennifer 
Phan and Tam Chau on winning a Skyline VCE Bursary 

Scholarship.  

The scholarship aims to assist academically talented students realize 
their full potential and successfully complete their VCE.  

The key features of the scholarships are to provide financial relief 
through meeting the majority of school costs, personal development 
workshops, career guidance and advice and other support such as 
tutoring, peer networking and mentoring. We wish these students 
continued success as they complete their VCE.   

SKYLINE 
VCE Bursary Scholarships

Oliver Sheng Emily Nguyen Jennifer Phan Tam Chau



YEAR 7 & 8 WELCOME BACK BREAKFAST

SEAMS

Spanish guitar playing in the background, hot pancakes on the BBQ and hot chocolates ready 
and waiting…… This was the setting for the Year 7 and 8 ‘Welcome back Breakfast’. 

As a way of welcoming back our Year 7 and 8 students, the Wellbeing Team together with 
the Year Level Team organised a Breakfast for our students. The students started arriving at 
7:45am to enjoy the hot breakfast and continued feasting up until the first bell. Joining them 
were numerous staff who came along to help with the cooking and serving as well as to enjoy 
the festive mood that was on offer. Just hearing the giggles and chit chat of our students was 
enough to put a smile on staff faces as it was becoming evident that we were finally starting 
to return to some sort of normality. A ‘BIG’ thank you must go out to all the staff that helped 
make it such a memorable morning and of course to all the students who came along and 
enjoyed the breakfast.

Mr Lekakis - Year 7 Coordinator

Strengthening Engagement and 
Achievement in Mathematics and 
Science (SEAMS) is an exciting 
opportunity for students to connect, 
interact, be inspired and discover the 
possibilities maths and science have 
to offer.

Braybrook College has been an 
active participant in this program 
for several years, opening doors 
for our students to be successful 
in senior maths and science both 
in secondary school and in tertiary 
studies.

The program is a partnership 
between University of Melbourne 
and Monash University. It aims to 
increase equitable participation and 
attainment in science and maths in 
higher education.

Students participate in interactive 
workshops and academic sessions 
to prepare them for Maths Methods, 
Chemistry and Physics VCE 
subjects.

Eligibility
To be eligible for SEAMS, students 
must:

• Be in Year 11 or 12
• Be studying Maths Methods and 

Chemistry and/or Physics

Please see Ms. Brereton or Ms. Gadea if 
interested in participating online in 2021

Justin: Attending the SEAMS camp has given 
me opportunity to interact with like-minded 
individuals from all over Victoria who are 
interested in STEM.  

Huyen:  Participating in SEAMS helped me 
prepare for the upcoming Science units in 
VCE.  They provided students with knowledge 
and information to give a helping hand in 
STEM subjects as they can be such complex 
concepts!  A good opportunity to meet new 
people and further develop socialisation skills 
too. 

Chanel: SEAMS provided me access to 
additional resources to prepare me for my 
VCE subjects, whilst providing an insight into 
university life.  

Sansel:  SEAMS enabled me to get an early 
start on my Year 12 STEM subjects, all while 
allowing me to meet new people.  A rewarding 
experience.

Virtus:  It helped me gain confidence in my 
STEM related subjects.

YEAR 8 
ONLINE ACTIVITY DAY

Well done and congratulations to all students 
who participated in the Year 8 Online Activity Day 
during lockdown 2.0.

Thank you to:
• Ms Manning for locking students in a virtual 

room.
• Ms Gillies and Mr Welsh for running a 

morning pop culture challenge.
• Mr Nguyen offering students infinite wisdom 

and knowledge on the lessons learnt in the 
online world and bringing them into the real 
world.

• Ms Wilkinson using the real life horror show 
that is Corona virus and inspiring students 
to create movie themed posters.

• Mr Dellas for introducing us to the world of 
the Rube-Goldberg Machine.

• Ms Archer for introducing Year 8 to what to 
do in case of an injury.

• Ms To for showing us how to make an 
Origami box.

• Ms Dalley for showing us how to make the 
best pizza base.

• Ms Petrides and Mr Lekakis for the online 
exercise session.

“In order to experience you must participate”. 
Thank you to all that participated to make such 
a great day.

Mr Theaker - Year 8 Coordinator

MENTAL HEALTH PRACTITIONER
Our school is excited to be part of the Mental 
Health Practitioner initiative which has allowed 
us to recruit a Mental Health Practitioner (with 
a Psychologist background), Ms Souher (Sue) 
Mohamad who commenced at the college.  
She will work four days a week (Monday to 
Thursday).  We are excited to have this new staff 
member join the Wellbeing Team who will make 
a positive contribution to supporting student 
wellbeing. Please note that referral and consent 
documentation will be required prior to engaging 
with this service. Furthermore, we are currently 
advertising for a second Mental Health Practitioner 
(with a Social Worker background) to work at the 
school two days a week (Monday and Friday).  

In addition to providing direct counselling support 
to students, the Mental Health Practitioners will 
work to build the capability of teaching staff to 
manage student health and wellbeing and help to 
embed mental health promotion and prevention 
programs and strategies at the college.

It is important to remind students and their families that if students are 
struggling with the return to onsite learning, support is available from 
the appropriate Year Level Team or the Wellbeing Team.

Souher (Sue) 
Mohamad



Good morning Braybrook 
College community.  My 

name is James Chen and 
I am Dawt Khun Tial. 

We are truly honoured to have been 
given this opportunity to speak on 
behalf of the class of 2020.  What a 
year it has been! Surely the events 
from this year will go down in history 
as some of the strangest, and most 
unusual in recent times.  However, we 
have nearly reached the end, and for 

the class of 2020 today marks the last 
day of regular classes, the end of our 
secondary education.  So it is with a 
touch of nostalgia that we take a little 
trip down memory lane.

My fellow Year 12s cast your minds 
back to 2015, when most of us 
entered this school, as tiny little year 
7s, oh so innocent and naive, yet 
excited and eager to start this new 
life of ours at Braybrook College. We 
came in as the biggest cohort that 
this school had ever seen! We formed 
friendships throughout our journey 
here at Braybrook College, pushed the 
boundaries with uniform and explored 
and discovered our passions while 
making lifelong memories. Some 
of us celebrated our victories and 
absolute dominance in the inter-school 
competitions, such as  the Girls Table 
Tennis State Champions and the All 
Schools badminton victors. Others 
danced and performed on stage, 
demonstrating incredible skills and 
coordination in the various drama 
productions over the years, including 
Wakakirri. Others created beautifully 
intricate artworks that decorate the 
halls of our school. And don’t forget 

the incredible music performances that 
our very own musically talented peers 
put on for all of us to enjoy throughout 
the years.  It is all of this, and so much 
more, that makes up this wonderfully 
diverse and beautiful cohort. 

Our formative years were fun, but 
before we knew it we had arrived at our 
final year of school in 2020.  I chose 
to do VCE, not because I knew exactly 
what I wanted to do, but because it 
seemed like the next most logical step 
in my schooling life. VCE is all about 
studying and exams, essays and tests. 
It can be pretty demanding, but also 
rewarding at the same time, in that 
you’re able to really apply yourself 
and to prove to yourself what you’re 
truly capable of after so many years of 
preparation.

One thing I’ve found absolutely 
essential to any success however, is 
finding a passion, putting in effort and 
listening to supportive people.  These 
elements make it easier to find the 
discipline and work ethic you need 
to face challenges, to spend your 
time wisely and achieve your goals. 
This goes beyond just school, it’s 
sport, music, art - anything. The road 
towards success is not easy by any 
means. There’s always going to be 
adversity, but it’s important that you’re 
able to both learn from, and move on 
from that. Take running for example, I 
got into track in around Year 10 thanks 
to one of my teachers, and I can say 
categorically that it was one of the best 
decisions I’ve made in my life. Running 
was one of the main things that kept 
me sane throughout school and life in 
general. Don’t get me wrong, it was 
really tough. I definitely remember 
dreading some of the gruelling training 
sessions we had to do, and not always 
feeling 100% during competitions, but 
despite that I would always go out 
and try my best, because in the end 
that’s all you can do. Find that balance 
between work and play and pursue 
something you’re really passionate 
about because that’s when you won’t 
give up at the slightest bit of trouble as 
what you’re doing means something to 
you.

Listen to your teachers. They’re 
pretty much experts on how to excel 
and perform at your best in the 
subjects they teach. It’s important 
that you always ask questions and 
clarify confusing topics, because it is 
astoundingly easy to fall behind.  The 
fact is though, in school, and even in 
life, others can support you along your 
journey, but in the end, it’s really up to 
you, and the effort you put in.

The importance of surrounding yourself 
with supportive friends can never 
be overstated.  Sharing your life with 
people who share your values and will 
always have your back no matter what, 
is essential.  I know that if it wasn’t 
for my group of close friends, this 
lockdown period would have been a lot 
more difficult, unproductive, and mind 
numbingly boring. Humans are social 
creatures and very few people are able 
to thrive when they are completely 
alone. So, to the cohorts who come 
after us, I recommend you  form study 
groups for each subject, ask teachers 
for extra help after class, ask your 
peers for assistance too. And most of 
all, don’t forget to just enjoy the simple 
pleasure of talking and relaxing with 
some good friends. 

Thank you, (James.)

Let me start by simply stating that I 
am so grateful to be here. I was born 
in Burma and came to Australia when 
I was fifteen. Having to leave the 
country I called home and going to 
a completely new country was really 
daunting. I was scared and excited 
at the same time. This was a very big 
step in my life. Although I was excited 
to start a new life in a new country, 
learning the way of life here and the 
culture was a challenging experience. 
I had to learn English in 6 months 
before commencing my high school 
life, and then learn Maths, Science 
and Geography in this new language. 
I struggled to understand terms like 
‘put a sock in it’ and ‘a piece of cake’ 
and couldn’t understand why anyone 
would spread vegemite on toast. Many 
families migrated to Australia to start 
a new life with hope and optimism; to 
pursue a better life for their families. I 
am always grateful that the new start of 
my life was here at Braybrook College. 
Braybrook has provided me with the 
support and encouragement, skills and 
experience I needed so I can pursue 
a happy future I envisioned. I have 
looked forward to being in Year 12 ever 
since I started Year 9. 

I chose a more hands-on option in Year 
12 called VCAL. I knew this pathway 
would help me get one step closer to 
my dream of working in the Beauty and 
Make-up industry.  We have so many 
amazing vocational education training 
courses offered here at Braybrook 
College, such as a VET Certificate in 
Make-up which I was able to complete 
as part of my VCAL course.  Be 
honest to yourself, do your research 
and choose a pathway that will make 
you happy, find something you are 
passionate about.  Find that spark!  
Stop trying to please everyone, start 
doing things for yourself.  Do not allow 
negative thoughts or perspectives in 

your circle. Surround yourself with 
people who support you and open your 
eyes.
 
One day some of the VCAL graduates 
will become electricians, carpenters, 
builders, chefs, health care workers, 
mechanics and hairdressers, which are 
always in high demand. Whether you 
choose to go down the VCAL or VCE 
path at Braybrook College, I am sure 
that if you work hard and are excited 
about what you are doing, you will 
have an enjoyable and rewarding time 
at Braybrook and a successful career 
later.  To my fellow VCAL students, thank 
you for making the VCAL experience 
an enjoyable and memorable one. We 
all formed a special bond throughout 
this journey especially after returning 
from camp in February. It has been 
an amazing experience. VCAL is 
a great  Year 12 option where you 
learn in a practical manner. Learning 
is not just about getting a numerical 
score or that “magical” ATAR. 
Everyone’s destination is different, so 
is the journey. One’s pathway may be 
different to another but that doesn’t 
necessarily make either one better, just 
different.  VCAL has given me the skills 
I need to transition successfully into 
the real world next year. 

As James stated before, to say that 
this year has been an unusual year 
is an understatement. As Winston 
Churchill once said “a pessimist sees 
the difficulty in every opportunity; an 
optimist sees the opportunity in every 
difficulty.”  In other words, we can 
choose to focus on the positive or 
negative things which have happened 
so far, this year.  At the beginning of the 
year, besides the fresh-faced Year 7s, 
who didn’t know any different, the rest 
of us panicked when we were told that 
mobile phones were banned.  Were we 
just worried about missing out on ‘Fake 
news’, Instagram and Tik Tok posts? It 
seemed as though our world may have 
begun to crumble around us. However, 
there has been a silver lining to the 
phone ban. We actually started talking 
to each other, and the card game ‘13’, 
made a comeback in the school yard. 
 
Yet the phone ban was “a piece of 
cake” compared to what unfolded in 
Term 1. By far the lockdown has been 
our toughest test. But like everything, 
you need to see the bright side to 
situations. So many of us have relished 
the opportunity to stay in our pyjamas 
all day, eat whenever we wanted to and 
hey - even have our phones beside 
us during class. Ha! So much for the 
phone ban. Remote learning meant 
that the Year 12 students could now 
wear their new Year 12 jackets with 
pyjama bottoms. It was unfortunate 
that many of us returned to school 
with much longer, unruly hair styles but 
again on the positive side, how much 

YEAR 12 FINAL ASSEMBLY ADDRESS



money have we saved? How unfortunate? 
How unlucky are we? Yes, in some ways 
but not so in others. Well, I did a 30 minute 
workout in the comfort of my bedroom with 
15 other students and it was an amusing 
and funny moment and I am pretty sure 
no other Year 12s will ever be granted this 
opportunity again. My point is, life isn’t all 
about sad scenarios. We have crossed many 
challenges this year, but we have also learnt 
many new skills.  Learning to navigate Google 
Classroom, Compass, Zoom, whilst using the 
TV remote control or playing PUBG.  I am 
sure that some of our teachers were probably 
baking while they were teaching too! These 
are just some of the skills we’ve developed. 
You may fail and stumble along the way 
throughout your learning, but hey it is not the 
end of the road so do not ever give up. We 
have overcome so many obstacles this year, 
which already proves we have resilience. 
(Thank you, now back to James….)

Let’s not tip toe over this, 2020 was an actual 
dumpster fire. It was a year that had nearly 
everything.  It started with bushfires, smoky 
air, dirty rain, the possibility of World War III 
and the looming threat of a disease that was 
causing some havoc in China.  Little did we 
know that our world would soon be turned 
upside down and ‘lockdown’, ‘sanitiser’, 
‘economic recession’, ‘toilet paper’ and 
‘masks’ would become Google search 
trends. The only predictable element of 2020 
was that Donald Trump could be relied upon 
to make news for some new ridiculousness 
on a daily basis.

Let’s face it this year has had some really 
heavy stuff, and it’s been tough for every 
single one of us.  But here we are… We made 
it… Despite all the adversity, stress, anxiety, 
isolation, global unrest and dirty rain (man!), 
we’ve made it, and I’m willing to bet that we 
made it out a hell of a lot stronger than we 
were before we entered 2020. We’ve certainly 
become more resilient, more able to adapt to 
the different situations life can throw at us. 
Like heck, after an entire year of pretty much 
being locked up, throw anything at me, I CAN 
TAKE IT… We’ve become more appreciative. I 
could guarantee you all now that every single 
one of us has a newfound appreciation for the 
simple things in life. Like being able to actually 
talk to your friends, teachers and peers face 
to face. Being able to GO OUTSIDE. It might 
sound counterintuitive, but it’s the challenging 
moments in life, the ones where we genuinely 
feel at our lowest, where we can actually 
appreciate the gift that is life. Those moments 
when we can conquer hardship and stand up 
tall IN SPITE of seemingly everything in the 
world trying to push us down. THAT is when 
strength is built, perseverance is forged and a 
love of life developed.

To sum up, life is hard sometimes, that’s just 
the way things are , but it’s not the way things 
always have to be. Find your true friends, 
the ones that really understand and support 
you, who share your values, keep them close. 
Prioritise your goals and passions, over trying 
to appease the people who would judge you. 
Love your family and show them that. Be kind 
and compassionate because we need more 
love and empathy in this world. And finally, 
don’t fear taking risks because who knows, 
that daunting scary next step you’ve been 
tiptoeing around, might just lead to something 
incredible. We have had to break the mould 
this year and we have shown that we can take 
on anything!

Finally, to the class of 2020, we wish 
you the best of luck for the future and 
thank you for all the good times.

James Chen and 
Dawt Khun Tial Dawt Khun Tial

GOOD LUCK

TO THE

CLASS OF 2020


