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Year 12 Class of 2021

On Wednesday 20th October, the 
Year 12 class of 2021 had their 
final classes ever!  Whilst the usual 
celebrations have been postponed 
until 29th November, it was a 
significant moment for the Year 
12s and was marked with a final 
Assembly (via Zoom).   Thank you 
to Cameron Svendsen (12C) who 
delivered the Acknowledgement 
of Country and Jacqueline Gadea 
(12E) and Cing Khup Laiteng (12W) 
who proudly addressed the Year 12 
cohort with a limited audience in the 
VCE Centre and Year 12 students 
viewing from their Homegroup 
rooms.  In the following week, the 
rest of the college community were 
able to view the speech during 
Homegroup Meetings or Year 
Level Assemblies. Their speech is 
included in this newsletter for all to 
enjoy.

We are very proud of each and 
every one of our Year 12s.  As 
a cohort, they have chartered 
very different waters to any other 
cohort in the history of the school 
with significant periods of Remote 
and Flexible Learning during their 
final two years of school. This 
has required them to be resilient, 
motivated and independent with 
their learning and connect with 
each other in different ways.  In 
years to come, this experience 
will be what helps set them apart 
from others; knowing that they 
can overcome the unforeseen 
challenges that come their way. 
 
Thank you to all staff who have 
assisted the Year 12 cohort 
in completing their secondary 
education. 

Our Year 12s commenced their 
exams, with the English exam 
occurring on Wednesday 27th 
October.  It was a relief for our 
students to begin the process after 
so much uncertainty.  Exams will 
continue for the next 3 weeks.  On 
behalf of our College community, I 
sincerely wish our students all the 
best with the remainder of your  

examinations and look forward to 
celebrating your achievements and 
strength of character with families, 
friends and staff.

We’re Back! 

On Thursday November 4th, all 
Year 7-11 students returned to 
onsite learning. It was exciting to 
see our school community coming 
back onsite all together after such 
a long time apart. We are looking 
forward to a positive finish to the 
year with students reconnecting 
with each other and learning face 
to face.  

COVIDSafe Practices - 
Facemasks, QR Code and 
Vaccination Status

• Face masks are mandatory for 
all staff, students, parents and 
visitors to the school (indoors) 
unless you have a lawful 
exemption.  Please ensure 
masks are worn correctly.  

• For contact tracing purposes, 
ALL Parents and Visitors to 
the school must sign in at 
the General Office using our 
college QR Code and show 
full vaccination status.  

• All community members 
MUST STAY HOME when 
unwell and get tested.  May 
I remind all families of the 
importance of not sending 
children to school if they are 
exhibiting ANY symptoms 
of COVID-19 and to follow 
medical advice in isolating 
and testing, before returning 
to school.  Furthermore, it 
would help our staff if parents 
also impressed upon their 
children, the importance of 
COVIDSafe protocols (in 
and out of school). We will 
continue to share any updates 
to the advice we receive. As 
has been noted in many of 
our posts on COMPASS and 
newsletters, we will follow 
all the Department of Health 
and Department of Education 
& Training advice/rules as 
we endeavour to create a 
safe environment for all our 
students and staff. 
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College Review - (13th 
July, 14th and 15th October 
and 28th October)

The College Review has now been 
completed and we have created a 
draft Strategic Plan for 2022-2025. 
Due to COVID-19 restrictions, 
our Review Panel were unable to 
come onsite for three of the four 
review days.  At least they were 
able to visit classes and run a 
couple of student forums during 
Validation Day on 13th July.   The 
Review Panel were then able 
to have in-depth conversations 
with a significant number of staff, 
students and parents via WebEx/
Zoom for the two Fieldwork Days 
on 14th and 15th October before 
meeting again on 28th October for 
the final Review Day to finalise our 
Terms of Reference and discuss 
Goals, Key Improvement Strategies 
and Targets for the new Strategic 
Plan.   I would like to thank all of 
those who volunteered their time 
to provide vital feedback and input 
to help guide our future strategic 
planning. 

I would also like to thank all 
members of the Review Panel who 
joined me for this work, including 
Fred Clarke (College Reviewer), 
Natalie Bakai (DET Senior 
Education Improvement Leader), 
Sophia Tsobanis (College Council 
President), Kristyan D’aprano 
(DET Student Achievement 
Manager), Peter Devereux (Acting 
Principal Sydneham Hillside PS 
and Challenge Partner), Laurence 
Guttmann (Acting Principal 
Western English Language Centre 
and Challenge Partner) and our 
Assistant Principals, Arlene Bailey , 
Mary Liokos and Sean McMahon.  
The draft Strategic Plan will now be 
shared with all school community 
stakeholders (staff, students and 
parents - via School Council) before 
being approved by DET and being 
used to prepare our 2022 Annual 
Implementation Plan.  I will provide 
updates as this work unfolds.

Kelly Panousieris

Principal’s Message

CollegeCollege



SEEDS IN SPACESEEDS IN SPACE
In exciting news, the Environment Committee was successful 
in applying to be part of the Seeds in Space program.   This 
program has involved Wattle Tree seeds being sent to the 
International Space Station, where they were stored for a 
number of months before being brought back to earth.   These 
seeds will now be compared with other seeds in respect to 
their Germination and Growth.   This will allow a number of 
Science classes, such as VCE VET Laboratory Skills to be 
involved in a real science project.   Thanks to a number of staff 
and students for helping with the production of the video that 
got us into this opportunity:   Ms Bailey, Ms Donnellan,  Ms 
Wilkinson,   Ms D’Sylva,  Year 10 VCE VET,  Year 11 and 12 
VCE VET,  Mr Welch for supplying original music and our parent 
volunteer Mr Alex Thomas.  Special thanks to Mr David Nguyen 
for putting together the video in difficult circumstances during 
Remote Learning.  

Rowena Archer
Environment Committee 

At Braybrook College we are about maintaining our sense of community even if we 
are far apart. In the last week of Term 3, it was wonderful to deliver care packages to 
our Year 12 students as they prepared for their final weeks of secondary schooling.  
The packages included a balance between fun, stress relief, health management 
and stationery supplies.  

So many of our staff heartily embarked on this enterprise, generously giving their 
time and dedication. The reward - very appreciative and surprised students!

Special thanks to Toula Hristoforidis, Colleen Clarke and the army of ES and 
teaching staff who contributed to putting a smile on our students’ faces - reminding 
them that they are, and always will, be an important part of our College.  

Tania Gadea - Senior Sub-School Leader

The School for Student 
Leadership (Alpine School) 
is a Victorian Department of 
Education and Training initiative 
offering a unique residential 
education experience for Year 9 
students.  

This year five Braybrook College 
students, Jamal Laqui, Lynn Chia, 
Allira Alberto, Laura-Rose Boden, 
and Jamie Hang  were offered this 
amazing experience to attend the 
Alpine School campus located 
at Dinner Plain in the Victorian 
Alps.  While facing a variety of 
challenges, not the least COVID, 
students involved relished the unique 
opportunity provided there.  Here 
are some of the photos from the 
students.

Ben Ladbrook
Alpine School Coordinator

SCHOOL FOR SCHOOL FOR 
STUDENT LEADERSHIPSTUDENT LEADERSHIP
ALPINE SCHOOLALPINE SCHOOL

Congratulations to Chanelle Vo, Ayden Kwok, Tenzen Dao, Annie Nguyen and 
Rose Mary Lynn Sawmhal on winning a Skyline VCE Bursary Scholarship.  

The scholarship aims to assist academically talented students realize their full potential 
and successfully complete their VCE.  

The key features of the scholarships are to provide financial relief through meeting 
the majority of school costs, personal development workshops, career guidance and 
advice and other support such as tutoring, peer networking and mentoring. We wish 
these Year 10 students continued success as they complete their VCE.  
Petti Hadzisavas - Welbeing Coordinator
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AWARDAWARD
Najila Ghafari

We would like to congratulate Najila 
Ghafari on being chosen as the 
recipient of the 2021 Deakin Young 
Influencer Award. This award is open 
to all Year 11 students and Najila 
was selected as Braybrook College’s 
winner, which is an incredible 
achievement.

The Deakin Young Influencer Award 
recognises excellence and celebrates 
students who are truly motivated to 

make a positive difference in the world 
- now and into the future. Deakin 
believes strongly in acknowledging 
outstanding students, who stand 
for the same values that we do. The 
University has rewarded Najila’s 
efforts and achievements with a $5000 
scholarship to support their first year 
of study at Deakin in 2023. 

Najila’s commitment to her 
family, community and school, as 

demonstrated through her involvement 
with a wide range of activities, is 
inspiring.  Leadership, empathy and 
perseverance are all values Deakin 
seeks to uphold and we commend 
Najila for her commitment to them.

Congratulations Najila, we wish you all 
the best and can’t wait to see what the 
future holds for you.
Rowena Archer

BECAUSE WE CAREBECAUSE WE CARE



Cing: Thank you to our Braybrook 
Community for extending us the 
honour of making the farewell speech 
for the Class of 2021.

My name is Cing Khup Laiteng 

Jacqui:  and I am Jacqui Gadea.  

Let us open with this obvious 
statement -  one of the true absolutes 
in life is change. Life is all about 
change and we certainly live in 
dynamic times.

In 2003, around the time when many 

of the Class of 2021 were born, 
Myspace & Skype were launched 
- today only a few ‘old people’ use 
Skype and Zoom and Tik Tok have 
taken over. 
The most popular song was Where 
is the Love? by the Black Eyed Peas, 
while this year, the radio has been 
resounding with Olivia Rodrigo’s 
Drivers Licence even though, 
somewhat ironically, so many of us 
are finding it difficult to even get the 
opportunity to obtain said ‘driver’s 
licence’.  

In 2003, the most popular names in 
Australia were Emily and Joshua.  We 
have, of course, two Emily Nguyens 
and no Joshuas.  Sorry to say, Emily 
you are now at 26th position and 
Joshua is in 44th place. Chloe and 
Jack, however, are names that have 
stood the test of time, and we have 
one of each.  iTunes was released 
and it is still around somewhere, 
even though we now listen to music 
using Spotify on our iphones.  Do 
you even remember ipods?  Back in 
2003, camera phones were launched 
and Tesla was founded. Yes, that 
company that now has a net worth 
of half a trillion dollars! Playstation 
has evolved from  Playstation 2 to 
Playstation 5, The Wiggles has only 
one ageing original left and we have 

lived through seven prime ministerial 
changes. 

In 2003, a SARS pandemic sent a 
shockwave through 29 countries 
with 8,000 cases overall.  In 2021, 
the second SARS outbreak is in 221 
countries with well over 240 million 
cases, and counting...

Cing: In 2003, I was in Myanmar 
which was then called Burma. My 
home country has experienced 
much change and turbulence, within 
my lifetime. So much so, that my 
family was forced to flee from there. 
Last year, we went to visit and were 
stranded when the pandemic took 
hold.  What little money we had, 
went straight towards my mother 
and sister’s hospital bills. I wasn’t 
so sure my family would make it out.  
But an amazing network of school 
connections, friends and family pulled 
us through.

Once we arrived back in Melbourne, 
I was very determined not to let any 
learning opportunity pass. However, 
I had already missed most of the 
school year as the internet is even 
worse in Myanmar than Australia! Can 
you believe it? I was behind in all my 
subjects. I finally did the one thing that 
some students resist doing - asking 
teachers for help. They understood 
the unique position I was in and pulled 
some strings to allow me a seat in the 
VCAL class, and that has made all the 
difference.  By altering my plans and 
joining VCAL, I have had a successful 
Year 12 experience.  Look at me now!

Jacqui:  The Class of 2021 has 
certainly shown that adapting to 
change is our best asset. We have 
made the choice to make the best 
out of our circumstances and we 
should be proud of that achievement:  
Proud that we have been resilient 
and moved relatively seamlessly 
into remote learning. That we have 
navigated through 8 GAT dates in 
the past two years, 3 formal dates 
(keep your fingers crossed) and 8 
lockdowns.  Each and every one of 
the terms in the last two years has 
been disrupted, but we have forged 
on and kept on swimming, just like 
Dory (Btw ...Finding Nemo was also 
released in 2003)!

In our senior years, we have 
experienced fires, a global pandemic 
and even an earthquake! It has not 
been easy. Thinking about what we 
do have, rather than the reality of 
lockdown and what we have missed 
out on has been challenging.  But we 
are lucky to have stable government, 
freedom of speech, peace, free testing 
and vaccinations.  In Africa, under 
8% of the population are inoculated, 
compared to over 70% of Australians 
who have gotten the jab.

Cing: Being stuck in one of the 
world’s least developed countries 
made me realise once again just 
how fortunate we all are in Australia. 
There were many children, around my 
brother’s age and younger, that have 
no choice but to work on farms or to 
pick up other people’s trash just to get 
by and those jobs weren’t the worst 
of them! There were so many children 
that couldn’t afford to go to school 
and were deprived of their basic right 
to an education. The horrors of seeing 
these events happening, right in front 
of my eyes, made me realise just how 
many things we take for granted.

Jacqui:  Opportunities help us to 
make changes, so that we develop 
into the best versions of ourselves. 
Personal change begins at the end of 
your comfort zone.  To those coming 
behind us, grasp opportunities when 
they come and actively participate 
in all aspects of your school life.  
As Year 12s,  we’ve had a plethora 
of opportunities available to us - 
volunteering for community services 
such as primary school homework 
clubs, Peer Support, Stephanie 
Alexander Kitchen Garden Project, 
Breakfast Club and FairShare.  We 
have given back.  Some of our fondest 
memories too are from excursions, 
interschool sports, leadership 
programs and other co-curricular 
activities - Go Centaur!

Cing: My favourite and most 
memorable event of 2021 was the 
VCAL camp we went to earlier this 
year. The disconnection to electronic 
devices actually helped me become 
more intune with nature and my 
surroundings. Growing up in the 21st 
century, we’ve all become slaves to 
our devices in one way or another. 
It was quite refreshing to have that 
opportunity to connect with people 
without having a screen in front of me.

Jacqui:  Some of these 
opportunities are also academic. 
We have been fortunate to have 
Mentors, Tutors, Academic Advisors 
and Specialists to guide us on our 
way. The masterclasses we have 
attended and the tutoring in the VCE 
Centre, during and after school, were 
invaluable in supporting our learning. 
Thanks also to the Braybrook College 
Alumni for returning to give us insights 
into their pathways with the “Steps 
to Success” program.  It will be us 
returning to do the same one day with 
our own stories.

Cing: Our teachers are the 
backbone to our success. We know 
too, that they have also been on an 
amazing learning curve in the past 
two years.  I used to be notoriously 
afraid of being named a teacher’s 
pet and would shy away from asking 
for help, but I’ve learnt to prioritise 
what matters to me, because the 
only person I am hurting and the 
only person it is affecting is me.  To 
the juniors, I say teachers are there 

to help you. If you push and extend 
yourself in school, your teachers will 
be there to meet your motivation. 
Develop a relationship with your 
teachers. These people are here to 
help you learn, and are equipped with 
knowledge, wisdom, and expertise to 
educate you, and help you grow as a 
person.

My message to each and every one 
of you is to make the most of your 
precious time at school. It goes by 
very quickly, and you will not have 
another opportunity like this in your 
life. We are incredibly lucky to have 
been able to afford an education 
and it is our responsibility to seize 
this opportunity and make the most 
of it. Do what you enjoy and pursue 
what interests you. Be creative. Be 
passionate. Creativity and passion 
are the two major factors that drive 
people to forge a better place for all 
of us. 

Jacqui:  The Class of 2021 has 
shown that it is important to not 
just wait for change, but to make it 
happen.  Some of us grew up with 
High School Musical and the song 
“Stick with the Status Quo”.  But we 
have decided to not “stay in our own 
lane”.  We have thought about how 
we can use student voice to make 
positive change.  The Class of 2021’s 
legacy, that will be a lasting reminder 
of our time here, is increased 
inclusivity and Keiko.

Students from our cohort were 
instrumental in the foundation of 
Wavelength. They saw a need to 
provide a safe space for LGBTQIA+ 
students to discuss ideas and to ask 
questions.  This group  organised 
events such as IDAHOBIT bake sales, 
Wear It Purple Day, Pride month and 
awareness weeks to break down 
barriers.  They have liaised with other 
schools and taken part in a number 
of queer council programs. Their 
initiative has meant that Braybrook 
College has become even more 
inclusive and a safer place to be who 
you truly are.

Yet other students have worked 
hard to break down cultural barriers 
and inequity. In the precursor to the 
Power Collective, students from the 
Class of 2021 ran an Amnesty group, 
sold books for indigenous youths, 
advertised and collected supplies for 
the Refugee Migrant Children Centre 
and ran multicultural week activities. 
They too have left the school a better 
place than when they started.

In 2019, I had the opportunity to 
present at another school about 
Domestic Violence. It was on this 
visit that I came across some furry 
friends that were supporting that 
school.  Soon after, through the SRC, 
we advocated for a Wellbeing Dog 
for Braybrook College. The process 
was long and rigorous and we had 
to overcome obstacles. But through 
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It is important to make memories 
no matter the circumstances, so 
Year 12 Celebratory Dress Up 
Day went remote in 2021. To lift 
the morale of the students and to 
congratulate them on reaching the 
significant milestone of completing 
their SACs, we had to think outside 
the square this year. The kids got 
right into the spirit of the day - 
costumes, a scavenger hunt, a 
musician, online games, workouts, 
trivia and a slideshow.  The Year 
Level Coordinators teamed up with 
some enthusiastic teachers and 
professional entertainers to make 
a fun day for all in our very own 
lounge rooms.

Participation was high and we 
would like to thank students and 
staff alike for joining in the fun!  

Tania Gadea
Senior Sub-School Leader

perseverance and determination we were able 
to bring the delightful Keiko, the College’s 
very own groodle, onto campus.  She is our 
dog and we hope she brings joy to many 
generations of students to come, as her name 
suggests.

We thank Braybrook College for embracing 
student voice and helping us to make positive 
changes to our community.

Cing: On behalf of the graduands of 
2021, I would like to thank all the teachers 
and school staff for nurturing us throughout 
our secondary school journey. Thank you for 
giving us your valuable time, and sharing your 
knowledge with us. You opened your office 
doors to us, took our phone calls, helped 
us with VTAC applications and gave up your 
own time to assist us when we were in need. 
You’ve all played a huge part in shaping our 
minds as we transition into adulthood.

Thank you to our Year Level Team for keeping 
us connected.  For the Easter Egg Hunt and 
the reimagined remote Dress Up Day. For 
the scarring, I mean unforgettable, image of 
Mr.Johnston as Captain America with a sand 
making kit. Not to be beaten by Mr van Brink’s 
shuffling boxing moves to the Rocky theme at 
our last assembly! Thanks to the Braybrook 
Community for organising and delivering 
our care packages that lifted our spirits and 
reminded us that you were thinking of us 
all.  It is these little touches too that make us 
fortunate to be Braybrook College students.  
Thank you to those that have supported us to 
change, adapt and grow - our friends and our 
families too.

Jacqui:  And of course, to my fellow 
graduates, WE DID IT!  No other group has 
ever done what we have done - not even the 
Class of 2020. As our school motto suggests, 
we should be proud of our achievement.  
Massive congratulations to each and every 
one of you. We have finally reached the end 
of our school journey. Today marks the last 
day of official classes. Being tenacious, we 
have stayed on top of our school work and 
found the motivation to keep moving forward.  
For VCE students, only one hurdle remains - 
exams.  Go forward with confidence and leave 
nothing in the tank. This is where all of our 
hard work pays off. 

Today is a very bittersweet moment for us all, 
as this ceremony marks the transition from 
secondary school to either university, TAFE, 
or employment. Over the course of our six 
years, we have matured into young adults 
ready to take on the world. While each of our 
paths were different, we’ve each weathered 
the storm and I am pleased to say that we’ve 
made it! This journey has been filled with so 
many unforgettable moments; for many of us 
Braybrook College has been a place to expand 
our potential as future leaders or innovators.

Cing:  Never stop learning. Although we 
are at the end of our schooling life, we are only 
in the midst of our learning journey. Nobody is 
ever done changing.

As we part ways, armed with priceless 
knowledge and a mindset ready to challenge 
ideas and push ourselves, we are sure to 
embrace a life filled with challenges and 
successes. 

Our lives here have given us amazing 
opportunities that should never be taken 
for granted. Seize your opportunities 
wholeheartedly and give everything your all. 
You are all capable of taking on any obstacles. 
You have all faced a challenging experience 
and you have overcome it.

Jacqui:  Stephen Hawkings, the greatest 
mind of our time, once said that “Intelligence 
is the ability to adapt to change” - Class of 
2021, we must be damn smart!

To you all, I say, the only constant in life is 
change - We have shown we can adapt to 
change, embrace opportunities for growth 

and enact our own improvements.  

We have got this! 

DDRREESSSS--UUPP  DDAAYY  RREEMMOOTTEE  SSTTYYLLEE

GOOD LUCKGOOD LUCK
TO THE TO THE 
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