
352 Ballarat Road 
BRAYBROOK  3019
Phone:  9312 2900

Braybrook 
College NEWSLETTERNEWSLETTER

Term 4, 2022 Edition no. 7 

Last Assembly for Year 12 
Class of 2022
At the recent General Assembly on 
Tuesday 18th October, we farewelled 
our Year 12 students and celebrated 
their time at the college.  Thank you 
to Reece Fagan (12B) who delivered 
the Acknowledgement of Country and 
Najila Ghafari (12E) and Noh Hagos 
(12Y) who proudly addressed the 
college community on behalf of the Year 
12 cohort. They thanked their teachers 
and Coordinators for their ongoing 
support over the years and provided 
great advice to younger students about 
working hard, making the most of 
opportunities provided by the school 
and most importantly, supporting 
one another through their high school 
journey. Their speech is included in this 
newsletter for all to enjoy.  
The VCE VCAA Exams commenced 
on Wednesday 26th October with the 
English and English as An Additional 
Language exams and will continue for 
3 weeks.  

Thank you Year 12s for all you have 
contributed to the College over the 
past six years.   Good luck with the 
rest of your exams and we look forward 
to celebrating your individual and 
collective achievements, with your 
families, friends and teachers at the 
upcoming Graduation evening.
I would also like to thank all staff who 
have assisted the Year 12 cohort in 
completing their secondary education. 

Year 8 -11 Exams
All students in Years 8 - 11 will be 
completing exams in the coming 
weeks. It is critical that all students 
begin their revision early, seeking 
support and assistance from their 
teachers.  Success will require 
students to set high expectations 
for their performance, to work hard 
and to take pride in their work. We 
encourage all students to review 
carefully their teachers’ feedback 
and areas for improvement as they 
prepare for their end of semester 
exams.

Braybrook College abuzz!
Once again this term, our wonder-
ful staff have presented numerous 
rich opportunities for our students 
to participate in through our aca-
demic and co-curricular programs. 
Some examples of these activities/
events which were highly successful 
and of which we are very proud, in-
clude: the wonderful ART exhibition 
showcasing the many talents of our 
students and staff; the Theatre Stud-
ies performances and the fun-filled 
Humanities week with something for 
everyone.   Well done to all involved.  
Please enjoy reading about these 
and other student and staff achieve-
ments in this newsletter.

Kelly Panousieris

GOOD LUCK TO THE CLASS OF 2022GOOD LUCK TO THE CLASS OF 2022

The DAV Debating Competition 
has finally come to an end. 
Braybrook College made a 
historic run through the season, 
going undefeated with both D 
Grade and C Grade teams and 
eliminating numerous teams 
through the playoffs and final 
series. As the underdogs, 
Braybrook College earned the 
unique achievement of being 
the only school with more than 
one team remaining going into 
the Semi Finals.

After a chaotic rain delay 
requiring a postponement, 
the Year 10 C Grade team 
unfortunately fell short of the 
final round, losing the Semi Final 
to Shelford Girls Grammar. While 
there was some disappointment 
in our performance on the 
night, the team is immensely 
proud of reaching the final four 
against some of the toughest 
opposition in the state.
Learning from their 
shortcomings, the Year 9 D 
Grade team overcame their 
opponents, Mount Scopus 
Memorial College, and made 
Braybrook’s debut appearance 
in the Grand Final. 

In a first for the DAV event, one 
which prides itself as being 
the largest debating event 
in the southern hemisphere 
and unique in promoting 
competition between public 
and private schools, the Grand 
Final featured a public school 
against a regional school, 
with Braybrook College facing 
Ballarat Grammar School in their 
debut grand final appearance.
With a win either way being an 
historic first for both schools, 

DEBATING GRAND FINALISTSDEBATING GRAND FINALISTS

Ballarat Grammar sealed a poetic win, 
avenging their C Grade loss against 
Braybrook and defeating the D Grade 
team. Both sides demonstrated a 
fierce debating spirit, impressing the 
adjudicators and audience with skill far 
above their level. Though our students 
fell just shy of the grand prize, to finish 
2nd out of over 500 schools in their first 
year and securing Braybrook College’s 
first ever appearance in DAV’s Honour 
Roll, with Joanna Kallis clinching the 
individual Swannie Best Speaker 
award.

Congratulations to the students who 
represented Braybrook’s teams in the 
Finals.
D Grade (Runners Up): Joanna Kallis, 
Angela Wu, Emily Ko
C Grade (Semi Finalists): Cooper 
Boyle, Jamila Mezensoff, Jamal Laqui, 
Lynn Chia.

David Nguyen
Debaing Coordinator

CHRISTMAS TREE & CAKES SALES
Come and buy your tree at Bunnings Sunshine, 
Cnr Ballarat Toad and McIntyre Road Sunshine.

Saturday 3rd December and Sunday 4th December
Saturday 10th December and Sunday 11th December

Contactless delivery
http://www.trybooking.com/CDNDY

Please note we can deliver to the following postcodes only:  
Postcodes 3020 Sunshine, West Sunshine, North Sunshine and 
Ardeer, 3023 Cairnlea, 3021 St Albans, 3019 Braybrook.

D Grade (State Runners Up): Emily Ko, Angela Wu and Joanna Kallis

Principal’s Message



The Year 9s have had a fantastic year 
at City Cite in 2022, where they have 
learned the value of teamwork, inde-
pendence, and responsibility.

Year 9s took an in-depth look at the 
City of Melbourne to investigate a so-
cial issue within the City. From explor-
ing the homelessness crisis, question-
ing the ethics of gambling advertising, 
to asking who is really safe in the 
CBD, students were challenged with 
the fundamental question “Who is in-
cluded and excluded in our city?”

Time was spent chasing art through 
laneways, roaming the seemingly 
haunted cells of the Old Melbourne 
Gaol, and seeing a 360-degree view 
of the city from the Eureka Tower. 
They listened to experts, surveyed the 
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It has been fantastic to be back onsite for 
the whole year in 2023, particularly for our 
Art and Design Students. Students have 
completed a wonderful range of paintings, 
drawings, design and woodwork projects 
and have had the opportunity to be back 
in the Home Economics kitchen. Art Week 
gave us an opportunity to celebrate this, with 
high-quality student work displayed around 
the school. The activities that ran each 
lunchtime were very well attended, giving 
students the opportunity to cook rocky 
road, taste curries from different regions, 
practise still life drawing and make cards 
using the laser cutter. The Sustainability 
Project was launched during Art Week (in 
collaboration with the Humanities Faculty) 
to highlight issues around food security 
and sustainability. Keep an eye out for 
the Sustainability Project’s ‘pop-up’ art 
installation that will appear in the corridor in 
the not-too-distant future. Overall, it was a 
great effort from students and staff alike – 
thanks for getting involved! 

Claire Manning
Art Coordinator

On the 7th of October, I was 
fortunate enough to attend the 
Debaters Association Awards 
night hosted at Methodist La-
dies College.  I was awarded 
the Swannie Award which is 
awarded to the highest-aver-
aging speaker in each region. I 
received the award for the Wil-
liamstown Bayside D Grade re-
gion, which is the region that we 
were competing in. The night 
was met with many names be-
ing called out and a massive 
crowd of onlookers. There were 
young people from all around 
Victoria including students from 
Bendigo, Geelong, Camberwell 
and many many more regions.  
I would like to take this oppor-
tunity to thank Mr Nguyen for 
coaching me during the de-
bating preparation sessions.  
Our hard work was recognised 
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with a very prestigious debating 
award.  

Joanna Kallis
Year 9

FOOTBALL VICTORIA COMMUNITY FOOTBALL VICTORIA COMMUNITY 
COACH OF THE YEARCOACH OF THE YEAR

Congratulations to Con Lekakis, 
who was presented with Football 
Victoria Community Coach of the 
Year in front of Graham Arnold 
(Socceroos Coach), players from 
the Matildas and the soccer 
fraternity. Head of Diversity and 
Inclusion, Nick Hatzoglou, said 
Lekakis was awarded the 2022 
Male Coach of the Year because 
he tirelessly gives up his time to 
bring people together through 
football. “Con is a deserving 
winner of the award; he believes 
football can unite communities”.  
He has made a significant 
impact on the youth in our region 
by using football as a vehicle to 
enhance the lives of students 
and the wider community.

Many in his community admire 
his energy, passion, and love 
for the game. As a result, 

soccer has become an 
integral part of the school 
curriculum. In addition, 
he runs an extensive 
soccer program for boys 
and girls, promoting 
personal development and 
respectful relationships. 
Con’s experience is the 
perfect formula for creating 
a celebrated and inclusive 
soccer program at our 

school and in our community. 

Through his strong links with the 
Burmese and African communities, 
he was invited to coach the 
Cin Vakok team as part of the 
Melbourne Unite Cup and League 
A as part of the Melbourne Chinese 
Soccer Association. He has also 
coached three Burmese Teams in 
the Unite Cup and Albion Thunder 
Soccer Hub. Con is deserving of 
the award; he believes everyone 
is an equal and the focus should 
always be about having fun. His 
commitment, resourcefulness, 
and enthusiasm allow everyone 
that meets him to feel,  respected 
and valued through his soccer 
programs and coaching.
 
Maria Petrides
VCAL Coordinator
 

general public, and crafted some ex-
cellent visual boards, which they pre-
sented at the end of the week. 

Perhaps the most important skill that 
was learned was not how to avoid 
getting lost, but how to get ‘unlost’. 
Many trams were taken in the wrong 
direction, it was difficult to tell north 
from south, east from west, and time 
was always ticking away. Students 
learned how to familiarise themselves 
with the City, to take note of land-
marks to guide them, and to always 
ask for help. 

Overall, City Cite in 2022 was a great 
success!

Brooke Connor
Program coordinator

ART  WEEK CELBRATIONSART  WEEK CELBRATIONS



Noh: Good morning everyone. My 
name is Noh, and I was once in your 
shoes sitting down looking up at the 
graduating Year 12s (but WE were 
actually sitting IN the gym - thanks 
Covid! The gift that keeps on giving). It 
feels surreal for me to be up here now 
talking to you. I am filled with pride 
and gratitude at the opportunity to 
represent the Year 12 class of 2022. 

My story is one of many challenges 
to get to this point, but it is a familiar 
story for many of the students who 
have walked the halls of Braybrook 
College. Coming from Sudan, I still 
remember the plane ride to Australia 
as an exhilarating one - something 
completely different and foreign to 
me, just like when I first stepped into 
this school as a quiet and shy student 
in Year 8. The diversity of students 
and its multiculturalism was new for 
me and initially I was worried that 

I would not fit in. Then there was all 
the technology! While there were 
only books and handwritten notes in 
Sudan, all of a sudden I had to buy 
a laptop and navigate through the 
Google Suite. I was very grateful 
that I had left corporal punishment 
behind but nothing prepared me for 
the shock of trying Vegemite.  Though 
I am forever grateful for this school 
community and my friends for making 
me feel that I belong, and supporting 
me through the many changes, I never 
want to try Vegemite again!

In Year 12, I transitioned to VCAL 
because it was the right fit for me with 
more opportunities for the things that 
I enjoy most about school.  In VCAL I 
have thrived in team building camps, 
volunteering at Fairshare, Drivers’ 
Ed at Toyota and not to mention the 
universities we have visited. We have 
made connections with many people 
from various industries and some 
of us are hoping to get jobs in these 
industries. It has been such a great 
experience learning so much about 
the world outside of Braybrook. 

Najila: I am Najila Ghafari and I have 
spent the last 6 years of my life at 
this school and it feels like it was just 
yesterday that I was sitting amongst 
the new batch of Year 7 students, 
listening to Ms  Panousieris talking 
about the ROAD to Success.  Six 
years later, I stand here in front of 
everyone. I would like to begin with a 
quote by Nelson Mandela, “It always 
seems impossible until it’s done.” 

10 years ago, I arrived in Australia 
as an 8 year old refugee.  After five 
attempts of escaping Indonesia by 
boat, we spent three days and two 
nights on the rough sea, only to be 
saved by the Australian Navy as our 
boat was halfway to being under the 
ocean. It wasn’t luxury, or a cruise 
ride that some people may think. The 
truth is much more horrifying. Then, 
we were kept behind the cages of 
a detention centre for another four 
months. As the eldest sibling, and the 
only one who recalls this journey, I 
never let it stop me from achieving my 
best.  It was not a typical experience 
that an eight year old should have 
to live. Even after we finally settled 
in Australia, I couldn’t join a sporting 
club, go to extracurricular activities, or 
even afford to join after school care. 
My parents worked, so I would carry 
my brother Taha, who was in Prep, 
home on my back and I became a 
secondary parent to him. He was only 
one when we first came here. And 
although he does not remember the 
journey here, I do, and it will stay with 
me forever. It has made me strong. 
A strength that I have needed in the 
recent past, and a strength that I will 
need in the future.

As we strive for greatness, we often 
encounter obstacles. Undoubtedly, 
the class of 2022 has collectively gone 
through one of the most difficult VCE 
journeys.  And what have we done? 
We did not stop to whine or complain, 
although we did occasionally shed 
a few tears; we made it out until the 
end and concluded a seemingly 
impossible journey.

It has been an emotional yet 
rewarding journey and we remain 
proud members of Braybrook College. 
We have tried our very best to reach 
our full potential and have thrown 
ourselves into every opportunity that 
has presented itself.

Noh: As the year ends, I’ve been 
reflecting on my time at Braybrook 
College and would like to pass on 
some things that have helped make 
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my experience here a positive one. 

While it may sound nauseating to 
many of you at the moment, my 
key message is to make the most 
of your time at school. It goes very 
quickly, and you will not have another 
opportunity like this in your life. I am 
incredibly lucky to have been given 
the privilege of an education and it 
should be our responsibility to seize 
this opportunity and make the most of 
it. Do what you enjoy and pursue your 
passion. Creative, passionate people 
make the world a better place to be.  

Get involved. The school has so 
many opportunities for you to pursue, 
opportunities that would only be a 
dream of so many people around 
the world, and may not present 
themselves to you again in your life. 
Push your boundaries and exit your 
comfort zone, and I can guarantee that 
it will only enhance your experience in 
life and make you a more rounded, 
better person. 

Najila: I agree with Noh that one of 
the best things you can do is to get 
involved. The list of opportunities at 
Braybrook is truly endless. I have 
personally been involved in the 
great debating team for many years, 
the School Council, the School 
Representative Council, the soccer, 
netball, basketball and volleyball 
teams and much more. And I always 
encourage Braybrook kids to do the 
very same, as there is more to life 
than your classes and grades. 

Noh: Use your teachers. Your 
teachers are here to help you. If you 
push yourself and extend yourself in 
school, your teachers will be there to 
meet your motivation and push you as 
well. Develop connections with your 
teachers. These people are here to 
help you learn, and are equipped with 
an arsenal of knowledge, wisdom and 
expertise to educate you and help you 
grow as a person. 

In that regard, I would like to thank 
the teachers of Braybrook College. 
You have shaped me into an informed 
individual, ready to tackle life and 
make the most of our time here. You 
truly have the most important job of 
all, and our experience in learning and 
the environment at the school would 
not be the same without you. 

Najila: We did this all with the help 
of our Braybrook College community 
members. I would like to thank all 
of them, my fellow students and 

staff. They have been able to guide 
us through this long and arduous 
journey which has led us to become 
the very best versions of ourselves. 
With that being said, the tremendous 
growth and learning over six years 
of education requires our own blood, 
sweat and tears. We have to make 
the choice to make the most of the 
resources and opportunities given to 
us. 

The privilege to be able to study here 
is one that should not be wasted, 
as I can speak from the experience 
of being denied education in both 
Afghanistan and Iran. There are 
people that go to school in fear, on 
alert as they walk in and out of school 
each day. The only thing we fear here 
is having to get up early on a Monday 
morning. Even though there are many 
people who understand the value and 
importance of our access to education, 
we do not embrace it enough. We live 
in a developed country and a safe 
community. We have what many 
people wish for, and we must, MUST 
use it well. 

Noh: Never stop learning. Although 
my class and I are at the end of 
our schooling life, we have just 
begun our learning journey. This I 
extend to all students and teachers 
alike, that nobody is ever complete. 
Furthering humanity to be its best 
requires people to always be open 
to learning, collaborating and 
furthering themselves. We cannot be 
corrupted with notions of superiority or 
ignorance, as it will only hinder us. 

Najila: As Braybrook College 
students, we have a supportive 
environment that allows us all to 
take risks. As a great teacher once 
said to me, “What is the worst that 
can happen?” We cannot sit back in 
fear of failure and being constantly 
afraid of not reaching instant success 
because believe me when I say that it 
is only a fantasy to achieve greatness 
overnight. After going through the six 
years of high school, I have seen first 
hand the power of consistency, and as 
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YEAR 12 DRESS UP DAYYEAR 12 DRESS UP DAY

The college community wish the Class of 2022 well with their exam results.The college community wish the Class of 2022 well with their exam results.

boring as it may seem, effort 
must be always applied.

Before coming up here, I spent 
some time thinking of how 
to motivate these talented 
students without giving a 
typical boring speech and 
giving them advice that will 
really stick with them until the 
end, but the truth is that there 
is no secret to success. It is 
you. You are your own weapon 
and greatest tool in this world 
and the motivation you seek 
lies within your own mindset. 

Noh: As we part ways, armed 
with priceless knowledge and 
a mindset ready to challenge 
ideas and push ourselves, 
we are sure to embark on 
a life filled with even more 
challenges and success. 
While the idea of material 
success does influence our 
lives heavily, I ask that you 
follow your dreams and do 
what makes you happy. Every 
one of you has the power 
to change the world and will 
leave a footprint on this Earth 
whether you like it or not. 
In your journey through life, 
I implore you, please try to 
make this world a better one. 

Najila: The thing is, we have 
overcome so much as a 
community such as pandemics, 
lockdowns, the awkwardness 
of online school, earthquakes 
and now floods!  But we have 
persevered regardless. We 
walked right out of a global 
SARS pandemic and went 
back into the hustle like the 
strong human beings we are. 
Year 12 is really not as scary 
as it seems and you actually 
have lots to look forward to, 
such as the formal, Dress Up 
day, trivia night, egg hunt and 
our personal favourite, practice 
exams during the holidays. All 
jokes aside, we are excited to 
graduate and have finished 
with no regrets nor a “Could’ve, 
should’ve, would’ve” mindset.

Noh: Students of Braybrook 
College, be appreciative, keep 
being creative and stay cool. 
Fly through the turbulence that 
is life, be positive and resilient. 
Thank you Braybrook College, 
and congratulations to the 
Year 12 Class of 2022 and as 
a great teacher once said “Be 
good and if you can’t be good, 
BE careful”.  

Najila: As the 2022 cohort, 
we will be remembered as 
people who persevered in the 
face of it all and pulled through 
when it seemed impossible. 
We will be remembered as 
talented individuals and great 
human beings, and I’d like to 
think, the coolest cohort of 
Braybrook College. We carry 
with us the responsibility of 
the school motto to strive to 
be our best and to take pride 
in our achievements. So 
congratulations to all the 
Year 12s, The Class of 
2022. 

It’s time to fly.


