
IMPORTANT DATES TO IMPORTANT DATES TO 
REMEMBERREMEMBER

THE UNIFORM SHOP
During the Year - The Uniform Shop is 

open every Monday lunchtime between 
12.36 and 1.20pm and Tuesday after 

school between 3.06 and 4.00pm
Especially for the start of the 

2022 School Year - 
Uniform measurements and sales will 

occur on:  (Days before school starts) 
Monday 24th, January 2022 (9.00am-4.30pm)
Friday 28th January, 2022  (10.00am-4.30pm)
Monday 31st January, 2022 (3.00pm-5.00pm)

Uniforms can also be purchased online at 
www.dcsuniforms.com.au
2022 - BOOK ORDERS

Books ordered from our supplier Campion 
School Supplies through the booklist will be 
available for pick-up from the Library on:

MONDAY 24TH JANUARY 2022
9.00am - 4.30pm

Please note:  If families do not collect books on this 
day, only pre-paid books will be kept for collection 
when school resumes. (from the General Office)

SCHOOL TERMS
TERM 1:    31ST JANUARY - 8TH APRIL
TERM 2:    26TH APRIL - 24TH JUNE
TERM 3:    11TH JULY - 16TH SEPTEMBER
TERM 4:    3RD OCTOBER - 20TH DECEMBER

YEAR 9 PARENT INFORMATION EVENING
WEDNESDAY 2ND FEBRUARY

YEAR 12 STUDY DAYS
THURSDAY 3RD AND FRIDAY 4TH FEBRUARY

YEAR 7 WELCOME BBQ
WEDNESDAY 9TH FEBRUARY

YEAR 11 FOCUS DAY
FRIDAY 11TH FEBRUARY

SWIMMING CARNIVAL
FRIDAY 11TH FEBRUARY

SCHOOL PHOTOS
WEDNESDAY 23RD FEBRUARY

YEAR 11 PARENT INFORMATION EVENING
WEDNESDAY 23RD FEBRUARY

TWILIGHT EXPO
WEDNESDAY 9TH MARCH

2022 SUB SCHOOL TEAMS2022 SUB SCHOOL TEAMS
YEAR 7 & 8 

Sub School Leader   - Ms Nada Peric
Year 7 Coordinator  - Mr Con Lekakis
Year 7 Deputy  - Ms Virginia Hobbs
Year 8 Coordinator  - Mr Chris Theaker
Year 8 Deputy  - Ms Katrina Wilson
Admin Assistant       - Ms April Waleryszek

YEAR 9 & 10 
Sub School Leader  - Ms Caroline Brereton
Year 9 Coordinator  - Mr  Barry Scheele
Year 9 Deputy  - Ms Luciana Nguyen
Year 10 Coordinator - Mr Travis Waring 
Year 10 Deputy  - Ms Vicky La
Admin Assistant       - Ms Katie Stathakopoulos

YEAR 11 & 12 
Sub School Leader  - Ms Tania Gadea 
Year 11 Coordinators - Mr Ross van Brink 
   - Mr Fred Johnston
Year 12 Coordinators  - Ms Alison Ryan 
 - Mr Logan Fewster
VCAL Coordinator - Ms Maria Petrides
Admin Assistant       - Ms Deb Joniec

352 Ballarat Road BRAYBROOK  3019
Phone:  9312 2900
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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
2021 – It’s a Wrap!
As the year draws to a close, I would like to take this 
opportunity to marvel at the resilience of this great com-
munity and encourage everyone at Braybrook College 
to be proud of their achievements.  Four recent events 
clarified how adaptive and transformative we can be 
under trying circumstances - the Year 12 Graduation 
Evening which was highly successful in celebrating the 
end of secondary schooling for our Year 12 students, the 
Orientation program which was exciting and introduced 
us to our incoming cohort of Year 7 students, the START 
program which introduced middle and senior students 
to their new teachers and to the curriculum at the next 
year level and the Year 7 and 8 Fun Fields Day which 
involved transporting 400 students to the Whittlesea 
Theme Park on chartered buses during dreary weather 
so they could enjoy a day of waterslides and rides dur-
ing a year when many of our planned ‘connectedness’ 
activities had to be cancelled.  All teams of staff for these 
events showed great collaboration and communication 
skills and worked very hard to make the events special 
for our students.  

Thank you!
I would like to acknowledge and thank our students 
and all staff members for your efforts this year.  I am 
extremely proud of our students who despite all the 
challenges and the discomfort of uncertainty during 
2021, have displayed a positive mindset and a resilient 
approach.  
Furthermore, I commend our teachers and support staff 
who have been committed to ensuring the learning 
and wellbeing of students was not adversely affected 
by the disruptions we faced.  They have also all had to 
navigate a COVIDSafe workplace - continuing to teach 
onsite with masks; keeping a distance of 1.5 metres 
and constantly following safe hand hygiene practices. 
I am proud of their dedication and determination to 
deliver the best possible learning opportunities they 
could across the year.  We have learnt so much this year 
about our individual and collective capacity to manage 
unprecedented circumstances and this learning will 
take us confidently into 2022.  Next year, we will lever-
age what we have learnt and continue to explore even 
more possibilities to optimise the learning and wellbeing 
experiences of our students. 
Thanks also to our parents for your support throughout 
this most unusual of years.  We really value the under-
standing and cooperation that we received and look 
forward to continuing to work in partnership with you 
in the education of your children in 2022. 

And finally… a big thank you to our School Council for 
continuing to guide the school through virtual meetings 
and in particular, Sophia Tsobanis, as President, for her 
unwavering support throughout the year with our School 
Review, the Council of International Schools Virtual 

Preparatory Visit and attending the Year 12 Graduation 
to thank the parents/families of our Year 12 cohort and 
help us celebrate the students’ individual and collective 
achievements.
Pop-Up Vax Clinic
We had a very successful weekend pop-up vaccination 
clinic at the school on Saturday 6th November.  My sincere 
thanks to members of our school staff and Maintenance 
Team who assisted with clearing the New Science Centre 
in preparation for the day; our Senior Education Improve-
ment Leader (SEIL), Ms Natalie Bakai who came in on 
the Sunday morning while the Department of Health staff 
collected equipment; the staff and team of Doctors from 
M3 Health who administered the vaccinations and most 
importantly everyone who came out to be vaccinated to 
protect themselves and our community.

Tutor Learning Initiative to continue in 2022
We are delighted to share the news that the Victorian Gov-
ernment is continuing the Tutor Learning Initiative (TLI) in 
2022. This initiative is designed to address the continued 
impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic on student learning 
and engagement in Victoria.  The extension of the initia-
tive will allow Braybrook College to continue to provide 
our students, who need it most, with targeted TLI learning 
support in both Literacy and Numeracy so that they may 
flourish now and in the future.  
A sincere thank you to all the 2021 tutors, teachers and 
Coordinators, Ms Marich and Ms Lynch who were involved 
in supporting all the students in this year’s TLI Program.
Staff Farewells 
This is the last week of service to Braybrook College for a 
number of staff who have been a part of our community 
for either a short period or for many years.  On behalf of 
our community, I would like to publicly acknowledge their 
commitment and contributions to our college and wish 
them the very best for the next chapter in their journey. 
These staff include Mr Josh Morris-Drohan, Ms Rosalie 
Sullivan, Mr Thanh Nguyen and Mr Tony Marinelli who is 
retiring after 40 years of outstanding service to the Victorian 
Government School system.  Also, all the best to Ms Ashley 
Holt for the impending birth of her first child in early March 
and subsequent Family Leave until Term 4, next year. And 
finally... to Ms Maryanne Twomey, we hope you enjoy your 
extended leave in 2022.

I would encourage everyone to check information in this 
newsletter about details for the start of 2022 and I hope 
that you have an opportunity over the summer break to 
relax, reconnect and enjoy the company of your family 
and friends.  I look forward to working with the school 
community in 2022 to enable our students to achieve their 
best. Happy Holidays Everyone!

Kelly Panousieris

TERM 4 SNAPSHOTSTERM 4 SNAPSHOTS



The Class of 2021 has risen above un-
precedented obstacles and we are beyond 
proud of their perseverance.  These 195 
young people, transitioning into the world 
beyond Braybrook, are now ready to take 
on whatever is thrown at them.  The year 
certainly ended with a whirl of activities 
after a long lull. The graduation held at 
The Melbourne City Conference Centre on 
29th November, and the formal at Lake-
side Reception on 14th December, were 

A FINAL FAREWELL TO THE CLASS OF A FINAL FAREWELL TO THE CLASS OF 20212021
wonderful celebrations of their time at 
the College and precious opportunities 
to be all together.  Additionally, VCE 
students received their results a little 
later than usual on Thursday 16th De-
cember, but as for all these occasions, 
it was worth the wait.  The ability of our 
students to overcome adversity, with 
the support of staff, was showcased 
once again.

We hope to have a continuing rela-
tionship with our former students and 
invite graduating Year 12 students to 
join the Braybrook College Alumni 
Association (official) on Facebook.   
This group has been created to form a 
supportive network of former College 
students. The vision is to continue 
connections and assist members of 
our community, both present and past, 

to be successful.

To the Class of 2021, we wish you a 
lifetime of opportunities and happiness.  
Caps off to you, Graduands!

Ross van Brink - Year 12 Coordinator  

Tania Gadea - Senior Sub School Leader

YEAR 11 STARTYEAR 11 START
The Year 11 START program gave 
the current Year 10 students a great 
opportunity to prepare for the senior 
school.  On Tuesday 30th November, 
students celebrated the completion of 
Year 10 with a Year Level Assembly 
(finally!) and Awards Ceremony. The 
week ended on a high with a Pancake 
Lunch on Friday. Thank you to the 
Year 9 LOLs and Wellbeing Team for 
assisting in welcoming the newest 
editions to the Senior Sub-School.  It 
was promising to be able to celebrate 
the end of the year together and the 

To celebrate two years of supporting the school community and 
the end of multiple Covid lockdowns, the Year 11 LOL (Leaders of 
Leadership) team set out on a road trip to the surf coast of Victoria.  
We managed to stay dry as we explored the chocolate factory at 
Anglesea, Pearce’s Hut and the lighthouse from Round the Twist.  
Next was the majestic Erskine Falls after some bargain hunting in 
Lorne. A winding scenic drive along the Great Ocean Road led us to 
Apollo Bay. A night walk in the forest meant that we got to see ‘not 
fake’ glow worms and avoided ‘fake’ drop bears. The adventurous 
half of us started the next morning with a sunrise over Morengo 
Beach. Loch Ard Gorge and The Twelve Apostles on our final day 
meant that we returned to our families ready for the festive season.
Year 11 LOL Team
 

This year has been another challenging year with many of the activities and events we 
usually have for our students being cancelled due to the pandemic.

We were however able to run the Athletics Carnival and the Swimming Carnival as well 
as a number ot other events throughout the year in between the lockdowns.

Despite the challenges this year, we’d like to announce the 
following student House Champions for 2021:

Centaur House - Louis Luu 11F
Gryphon House - Annie Le 12W
Phoenix House - Abdurahim Adam 10A
Pegasus House - Tasha La 10J

The overall House points for this year stand at:
734  points  - Pegaus
955 points - Phoenix
976 points -  Gryphon
1149 points -  Centaur

That means that Centaur 
House are this year’s Cham-
pion House.  They also cel-
ebrate winning both the Ath-
letics and Swimming Carnival 
shields for 2021.

Well done to all the students 
and staff who participated 
and assisted in this year’s 
cocurricular program.  Hope-
fully next year we will be 
able to offer many more op-
portunities for our students 
to share their talents and 
have success beyond the 
classroom.

Matthew Welch
Cocurricula Coordinator

2021 HOUSE AWARDS 2021 HOUSE AWARDS 
AND CHAMPIONSAND CHAMPIONS

During Semester two’s remote learning period, students in 10V worked with 
the online platform Grok Learning, who has partnered with the University of 
Melbourne to help teach I.T. programming, and Computer Science concepts 
to students across Australia. Braybrook College has been recognised as a 
Champion School of the Grok Learning platform for several years.
This year, 10V students undertook the course Introduction to HTML/CSS, 
consisting of eight modules focusing on how to design and build websites 
using a mark-up and stylesheet language.
Congratulations to Alicia Apostolopoulos, Hassan Hayder, Kane Holden, 
Nicole Lam, and Sylvester Mijock on their full completion of the course, 
earning themselves a Certificate of Mastery as recognition of their hard 
work and dedication to their learning during a tough school year.

Mr. Cooper and Mr. Xuereb

10V STUDENTS COMPLETE 10V STUDENTS COMPLETE 
ONLINE WEB DESIGN COURSEONLINE WEB DESIGN COURSE

Year Level Team was impressed by 
the students’ gratitude and exuber-
ance.  
 
We hope Year 10s have a great 
holiday but also ensure that they 
complete their holiday homework to 
be ready to go in 2022. My Christmas 
wish for you all is for a smooth pas-
sage through senior school without 
disruption!

Tania Gadea
Senior Sub-School Leader

APOLLO BAY ROAD TRIPAPOLLO BAY ROAD TRIP

2021 CENTAUR HOUSE LEADER AND CAPTAINS
Left to Right - Chris Martino, Xiao Chia, Nora Mooney-Smith, 

Maddison Price, Jennifer Phan, Allira Alberto, Louis Luu



The End of the year Music Concert is always 
a highly anticipated event, celebrating our 
students’ musical achievements. The Music 
Faculty really wanted to have a concert this 
year, but the changing Covid-19 restrictions 
made it difficult to plan our usual event. So, 
to make our event as Covid-safe as possible, 
we decided that this year’s concert would 
be outdoors.

Bringing in an impressive team of profes-
sional lighting and sound technicians, along 
with a professional outdoor staging rig, we 
were able to present a festival style concert in 
the gardens behind the Music Centre.

It was a beautiful, warm night and yet again 
the student performances were of an ex-
ceptional standard. Everyone enjoyed the 
night so much that we will probably have 
our concert outdoors again next year. Not 
only did the students gain the opportunity 
to work with a professional sound and visual 
crew, but they were also exposed to industry 
stage craft and protocols.
  
It all worked together to create a really amaz-
ing night of music. Congratulations to all the 
Music staff and students involved.
Pepe Gillies
Music Coordinator 

When we first arrived at Braybrook 
College, we were very nervous and 
insecure.  Some of us were the only 
ones from our school to come here.  
We went from being the big kids at 
our primary school to the little ones 
here.  Even our first General Assembly 
was quite daunting.  We had to sit at 
the front of a large gym, which quickly 
filled to over 1000 people.  

During Orientation, last year, we were 

PEER SUPPORT THANK YOUPEER SUPPORT THANK YOU

Ross van Brink - Year 12 Coordinator  

Tania Gadea - Senior Sub School Leader

On Tuesday 7th December, the Braybrook College com-
munity welcomed our incoming Year 7s for 2022.

There were 235 Grade 6 students that attended on the 
day, coming from 42 different Primary Schools. With stu-
dents being placed in their Home Groups, they were able 

introduced to the Year 11s who joined 
us for lunch.  This day was an opportuni-
ty for us to break the ice with other Year 
7 students and introduced us to senior 
students who showed us kindness and 
incredible support.  Throughout the first 
semester you continued to support us 
through our transition.  We felt that we 
could rely on you if things got tough 
for us. Your willingness to give up your 
time to look after us and help us through 
our first 6-month journey into Year 7 is 
greatly appreciated.  You taught us the 
meaning of true friendship, cooperation 
and selflessness.
 
We are here to thank you, the Peer 
Support Leaders for your time.  We un-
derstand how important VCE is and for 
you to give us part of your valuable time 
is something we will always be grateful 
for.  We hope you got something out of 
the program also.

Emma Patching and Liam Rosado - 7E

PEER SUPPORT TRAININGPEER SUPPORT TRAINING

Peer Support is an amazing opportunity 
to gain leadership skills and connect 
with peers and future generations of 
Braybrook College.

Anatovina Vitale - 10E

Peer Support is a unique opportunity 
for individuals to engage with fellow 
members of the school and create a 
strong system where we can still rely on 
each other.

Chelsea Murtagh - 10I

Peer Support is beneficial for our team-
work and communication skills.  The 
training supplies us with skills we can 
use for every day life.

Katrin Osmani - 10H

Peer Support training allows me to 
learn how I can better equip myself to 
support the new generation of Year 7s.

Nathan Giang - 10F

Peer Support is cool!
Vy Vo - 10B

Peer Support is a great program to help 
with our leadership skills and is benefi-
cial for both the upcoming Year Sevens 
and for the Year Elevens as we get to 
be role models for them and help them 
feel welcomed.

Ruby Pearce - 10H

TWILIGHT MUSIC CONCERTTWILIGHT MUSIC CONCERT

to get to know each other and 
establish the connections that 
are so important for this stage of 
their lives. The day was intended 
to introduce students to their 
peers, meet some of the teachers 
that may teach them, and get an 
overall ‘feel’ for high school. 

The day was a roaring success. 
I would like to thank the many 
people that made the day pos-
sible and everyone who partici-
pated. An appreciative mention to 
Toula Hristoforidis. Without your 
knowledge and attention to detail, 

GRADE 6 ORIENTATIONGRADE 6 ORIENTATION
the day would not have been 
what it was, and Mr Lekakis 
with Ms Petrides, who always 
make everything fun. And finally, 
the army of Braybrook students 
who volunteered and helped 
on the day. Thank you for run-
ning around, guiding the Home 
Groups, and being wonderful 
role models. 

Mirsadet Osmani 
Transition Coordinator
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