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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT

TERM 1 SNAPSHOTS

The second half of this term has been interesting, and at times confusing, 
with all the news and information about the Coronavirus. I do hope 
that you and your family and friends are managing well in this time of 
uncertainty.  For full details please refer to the enclosed letter.

Congratulations – School Council Members 
Congratulations are extended to our 

School Council members for 2019/2020

PARENT REPRESENTATIVES: 
Minh Do (President), Sophia Tsobanis (Vice President), Dr Qing 

Quan (Steven) Liang, Tina Ly-Yang, Tania Jorquera, 
and Dudu Orman

DET REPRESENTATIVES: 
Arlene Bailey (Treasurer), Tania Gadea, Pepe Gillies 

and Sean McMahon

STUDENT REPRESENTATIVES:  
Najila Ghafari (Year 10) and Bailey Campbell (Year 11)

COMMUNITY REPRESENTATIVE: 
Karen Trevorrow

PRINCIPAL/EXECUTIVE OFFICER: 
Kelly Panousieris

INVITED VISITORS (NON-COUNCIL MEMBERS):
Jacqueline Gadea (Student Representative Council President), 

Mary Liokos (Assistant Principal) 
and Tim Murphy (Facilities Manager)

MINUTES SECRETARY:  
Karyll Chalmers

We look forward to working together for the Braybrook College community. 
School Council meetings are held on a Monday in Week 4 and Week 8 
each term. 

Annual General Meeting 5pm – Monday 16th March 
At our Annual General Meeting on Monday 16th March, Ms Bailey 
presented our 2019 Annual Report which outlined our 2019 Achievement, 
Engagement and Wellbeing data. This included our Performance 
Summary Information, as well as our School Profile: indicating our 
enrolment, overall socio-economic profile, parent satisfaction summary 
and school staff survey measurement. A copy of the 2019 Annual 
Report can be collected from the General Office for any interested 
families and will also be put up on the College Website shortly.  

Term 1 Progress Reports 
As Parent Teacher Interviews have been cancelled, we are sending 
students’ Term 1 Progress Reports home with this newsletter. Progress 
Reports were also published in the last week of Term 1 and can be 
accessed on the Compass Parent Portal.  The purpose of a Progress 
Report is to give students and families a general idea of how a student is 
progressing at this time of the year. 

A teacher completes a progress report based on: 
• what has been observed in class 
• evidence of a student’s work 
• a determination of a student’s general current level of achievement 
• a student’s effort, behaviour and organisation

Please discuss your child’s progress report with them and ensure you 
celebrate successes and brainstorm opportunities for improvement in 
Term 2.  Year Level Teams will also make contact with families if they have 
concerns around a student’s overall results.

Kelly Panousieris

WESTERN BULLDOGS 
LEADERSHIP PROJECT

Congratulations to Charlotte Gadea (9J), Felicia 
Rogers (9F) and Tyrese Andrade (9B) for successfully 
applying to participate in The Western Bulldogs 
Community Foundation’s Youth Leadership and 
Development program. 

The program provides young people with hands 
on opportunities to become engaged in a learning 
pathway and grow as social leaders. Established by 
the Western Bulldogs in 2013, the Western Bulldogs 
Leadership Project offers unique opportunities 
for young people to build confidence, make new 
friendships and develop skills that will enable them 
to become future leaders in their community.

On Wednesday 4th 
March, Georgina 
Tsobanis competed in 
the second round of the 
Lions Club Youth of the 
Year. Having triumphed 
in the first round, 
she represented the 
Sunshine Lions Club at 
Club Italia against other 
winners from Marian 
College, Hoppers 

Crossing Secondary College and Penleigh & 
Essendon Grammar School. After completing 
their interviews, the candidates went through 
a gauntlet of public speaking topics. Georgina 
was challenged to choose any three people to 
invite to a dinner party and justify why (Elizabeth 
I and Rosa Parks being among her attendees), 
and project her thoughts on the impact of the 
potential postponement of the Olympic Games 
due to the coronavirus. She then presented her 
prepared speech on the impacts of excessive 
screen time on teenagers.

While Georgina displayed excellent courage 
and flair, she unfortunately did not go through 
to the next round. 

Congratulations to Georgina for a stellar 
performance and for making it this far.

Mr David Nguyen
Debating Coordinator

FELICIA 
ROGERS 9F

CHARLOTTE 
GADEA 9J

TYRESE 
ANDRADE 9B

LIONS CLUB YOUTH 
OF THE YEAR



GRADE 6 TRANSITION DAY
We have definitely had an exciting start in Term 
One 2020. On Wednesday 4th of March Bray-
brook College welcomed over two hundred 
Grade 5 and 6 students from our local Primary 
Schools and we showed them a selection of 
some of the programs we have to offer.

Our Year 12 VCAL students were outstaning in 
their roles as leaders and gave school tours, 
answered questions and assisted throughout 
the day.  They demonstrated commendable 
leadership and represented the college im-
pressively.  Many of our leaders were from the 
same Primary Schools as our visiting students. 
This created much excitement when our Pri-
mary School students and staff recognised 
so many familiar faces. Many hugs were ex-
changed as teachers and students were re-
united after years apart. Our thanks must go to 
our Transition Day Student Leaders who did an 
amazing job and deserve congratulations for 
their efforts. Well done!

Visiting primary students experienced many 
varied classes run by our dedicated staff. 
English games, Science experiments, Drama 
performances, Maths problem solving and PE 
workouts were just a few ‘tasters’ in which our 
guests were able to participate. 

Our Transition Day concluded with 
performances from our extremely talented 
Braybrook College acapella group and three 
different senior bands. These talented stu-
dents were managed by our Music Coordina-
tor, Pepe Gillies. Visiting Primary School stu-
dents were captivated by the performances 
and it was an outstanding finale to the day.

The day could not have been such a sucess 
without the Braybrook community coming 
together, in particular the relentless work 
of VCAL Coordinator, Maria Petrides and our 
Community Liaison Officer, Toula Hristoforidis. 

I would like to remind parents of the enrolment 
application process for Grade 6 students 
wishing to join our college community. All 
‘Application for Enrolment’ forms must be 
submitted to your Primary Schools.

Any interested families can book a College 
Tour at 9.30am on the following dates: Tues-
day 21st April, Friday 8th May and Thursday 
21st May.  There, you will have the opportunity 
to see more of our college and ask any ques-
tions you may have.

Mrs Osmani - Transition Coordinator

2020 TWILIGHT EXPO

On Wednesday 11th March, Braybrook 
College hosted its annual Twilight Expo where 
we welcomed prospective families onto our 
campus. Scores of families were escorted on 
tours of our College, led by our Leaders of 
Leadership (LOLs) who were organised by Toula 
Hristoforidis, Community Liaison Officer and 
Petti Hadzisavas, our Wellbeing Coordinator. 
Visiting families observed presentations, 
displays, student work and actual classes as 
well as attending the Principal’s address.
 
There was much interest in our College and 
its programs and we were proud to see our 
students come to the fore. Many of our students 
ran activities, performed live and fielded parent 
(and student) questions. They certainly made 
our College proud.  
 
Congratulations to all involved! 

On Wednesday the 11th of March, Braybrook College 
celebrated International Women’s Day. The aim of 
this day is to celebrate the social, economic, cultural 
and political achievements of women. The theme for 
this year was “Each for Equal,” a message that aims 
to motivate and unite friends, colleagues and whole 
communities to think, act and create gender-balanced 
communities. The Wavelength Student Group created 
an informative and inspirational display in the school’s 
main corridor. 

This year, Maribyrnong City Council organised with 
the Wavelength Student Group to bring in a special 
guest performer, Niasha. Niasha is an amazing singer 
that came in and sang her latest hits for the students 
and staff in the Music Centre. The audience was also 
entertained by the Year 10 band which included Mia 
Nguyen, Alethia Silao, Zanaida Saifoloi, Alexandra 
Hoang, Serena Penaia, Kle Mu Poe Ko, Tristan 
Nguyen, Sunny Lam, Ro Da Lung Toem and Thuy 
Ngoc Linh Le. The day could not have happened 
without Ms Gillies, Ms Archer, Ms Hoskin-Elliot 
and Ms Mills so a huge thank you to them for their 
support. Esther Scalise was the MC on behalf of the 
Wavelength Group. 

Ms Liokas organised the IWD morning tea for the staff 
and was helped by Colleen and Toula.  

The Library embraced the day with decorations and 
a display.  The Library writing competition and a 
Kahootz quiz was held on Friday the 13th of March. It 
was organised by Ms Donnellon and Ms Gardiner. Also 
on Friday the Student Representative Council held a 
casual dress day to raise money for our sponsored 
children through Child Fund.

Thank you to all staff and students for supporting 
International Women’s Day 2020.

Ms Hobbs - Equal Opportunity Coordinator

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY 
We are extremely proud of our 
talented music students at 
Braybrook College. Yet again our 
students were selected to perform 
at the very prestigious Top Class 
concert, which is part of the 
VCAA’s ‘Season of Excellence.’ 
VCE Group Music students Julia-
ana Soi Logova, Samantha Soi 
Logova and Tangaroa Ngawati, 
were joined by current students 
Jed Silao, Aletheia Silao, Jason Ly 
and Esther Lio in an outstanding 
performance that captivated 
the audience and was definitely 
the highlight of the show. Over 
600 students presented in the 
VCE Group Music Performance 
examinations, with only 14 groups 
from all genres, including classical. 
jazz and contemporary, chosen to 
perform.

Congratulations to our amazing 
students and Music staff.

Ms Gillies - Music Coordinator
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Two Year 7 Sleepovers have again taken place during Term 1 this year. The 
evening was split into four sessions. Before the session began the year 
7s were split into two separate groups with one group walking to a local 
park to enjoy time on the jungle gym and playground along with games 
run by Braybrook teachers. The second group spent a session in the gym 
working through high intensity team building activities with Sean, a Team 
Building and Motivational expert. 

During the first session, members of our Year 10 and 11 Leaders of 
Leadership (LOLs ) cooked a delicious BBQ dinner, under the guidance of 
Ms. Hadzisavas and other members of Braybrook College, for everyone 
to enjoy in the session break. Following dinner, the groups swapped over 
so both groups were able to enjoy each set of activities. 

For the third session, all students joined in the gym to work up a sweat 
playing some rather frenzied dodge ball and team building activities. Back 
in the Library for session number four, the Year 7s and their teachers, who 
kindly volunteered to sleep over, watched a film before trying to get some 
well-deserved sleep. 

Students then woke up to a delicious serving of pancakes and fruit before 
they left for home on Saturday morning.  Many were a bit tired, but also 
happy at having attended the Sleepover and making so many new friends.

Mr Dundon - Camps Coordinator
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MY CAREER PORTFOLIO & 
MORRISBY 
PROFILING 2020
In 2019 the Department of Education 
and Training rolled out a new initiative 
focussing on career education 
not only for VCE students but 
encompassing Year 7-10 students 
also. 

In Term 1, 2020  we had over 200 
students complete their Morrisby 
Profile, an online career diagnostic 
tool consisting of a series of 
assessments and questionnaires. 
The assessments included literacy 
and numerical and spatial tasks. 
The questionnaires were detailed 
and consisted of a broad spectrum 
of personality, interest and strength 
type tasks. The students that 
participated in the profiling were then 
given  comprehensive details of their 
results online through their account 
and a printed personalised booklet. 
In the booklet, recommendations for 
prospective careers and the required 
subjects were made.  Following this 
process students participated in a 
one-on-one 30 minute interview with 
an external careers consultant to 
discuss the results of their Morrisby 
Profile. 

Students were then able to add their 
Profile to their My Career Portfolio 
which is an online resource students 
use to create and update their career 
action plan, store files related to their 
course and career planning; and get 
links to current careers information 
and resources  

My Career Portfolio is now available 
to students in Years 7-12.  

Ms Iatrou and Ms Archer
Careers Coordinators

2020 HOUSE CAPTAINS AND LEADERS

YEAR 12 VCAL RUBICON OUTDOOR CENTRE CAMP
In Term 1, 60 Year 12 VCAL students attended a 
week long camp at the Rubicon Outdoor Centre in 
Thornton. This camp was based around developing 
our leadership skills and giving us the opportunity 
to run outdoor activities, such as white water 
rafting, canoeing, mountain bike riding, mountain 
climbing and contributing to a community project 
such as clearing tracks and planting a vegetable/
herb garden. 

Throughout this week, we learnt the importance 
of sustainability, being aware of our impact on the 
environment, as well as things we can implement 
at home to help minimise our carbon footprint. We 
were introduced to so many incredible teachers 
who took the time to educate us about the outdoors 
and show us so many beautiful sights such as Lake 
Eildon, the Goulburn River and Mt Sugarloaf. 

My highlight of this week wasn’t any specific 
activity, it was seeing everyone come together and 
socialise with people that they would normally not 
know when we are back at school. I am incredibly 
thankful for all the new friends I made on camp. A 
big thank you to the Braybrook teachers Mr Baker,  
Mr Kotsakostas, Mr Tsironis, Ms Mieu, Mr Lekakis 
and Ms Petrides who supervised us on camp and 
always made us laugh.

By Manaaki Winiata Year 12

YEAR 11 PARENT WELCOME
On Wednesday 26th February, Braybrook College 
held its annual Welcome Evening for Year 11 
parents.  The Year Level Team were joined by 
Wellbeing, our Ethnic Aides and LOTE Team as 
well as past students and parents to introduce our 
families to the Senior Sub-School. This evening is 
vital as student outcomes improve when parents 
and schools work together to create a supportive 
educational environment.  The senior part of a 
child’s secondary education can be challenging 
for families.  Keeping informed about what is 
occurring in your child’s school life, understanding 
the college’s expectations, communicating 
effectively with teachers and preparing yourself 
with strategies, makes this journey easier.  We 

look forward to continuing our positive 
relationship with Year 11 families.

Ms Gadea - Senior Sub-School Leader



Environment:  Raising aware-
ness of environmental issues 
within the college and encour-
aging sustainable practices.  

STUDENT DROP-OFFS AND PICK-UPS
Parents are asked NOT to drive into the school grounds to drop students off.  The prac-
tice is dangerous for student and staff pedestrians and also causes traffic congestion at 
the gates.  Please drop off in the designated area adjacent  to the school in Duke Street 
and Burke Street.

If you are visiting the school during school hours, there are visitors’ car parking spaces 
close to the General Office, off Duke street.  Please do not park anywhere else inside 
the grounds.

WHAT TO DO WHEN -  A STUDENT IS LATE
Students should see the Attendance Officer for a Late Pass.  Late arrivals to school 
must present a Late Pass before a teacher will admit them to a classroom.  VCE stu-
dents who arive after 9.10am will not be admitted into class.  They must report to the 
VCE office and work in the VCECentre until the end of that class.

WHAT TO DO WHEN - COLLECTING STUDENTS
If your child is to be collected by you or your approved representative during the school 
day, you must present at the General Office and witness your child signing the Early 
Leavers’ Book.

Could parents please help our office staff by understanding that except in 
an emergency, students cannot be collected from class before the final bell.
The guidelines below may help you in these particular situations:
A scheduled appointment - Leaving school early - Please provide a note to the Year Level 
Coordinator.  The Coordinator will issue the pass to release the student at the required time.
Lunches - Student lunches, on the odd occasion, may be left with the staff in the General 
Office.
Messages for Students - In an emergency, a verbal message will be passed to the student.

Thank you for your cooperation.

STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE COUNCIL (SRC) 2020 IMPORTANT DATES 
TO REMEMBER

TUESDAY 13TH APRIL
1ST DAY OF TERM 2

FRIDAY 17TH APRIL
2021 YEAR 7 

SEEK APPLICATIONS DUE
WEDNESDAY 23RD APRIL

ATHLETICS CARNIVAL
MONDAY 11TH - FRIDAY 15TH MAY

YEAR 11 AND 12 VCAL 
WORK PLACEMENTS

MONDAY 11TH - FRIDAY 15TH MAY
MULTICULTURAL WEEK AND 
BUSINESS ACTIVITY WEEK

TUESDAY 12TH - THURSDAY 14TH MAY
YEAR 7 AND 9 NAPLAN

NATIONAL LITERACY & NUMERACY TESTS
MONDAY 18TH  -  FRIDAY 22ND MAY

DRAMA WEEK
WEDNESDAY 20TH  -  

FRIDAY 22ND MAY
YEAR 7 DOXA CAMP

MONDAY 1ST - FRIDAY 5TH JUNE
YEAR 8 EXAMS

MONDAY 8TH JUNE
QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY HOLIDAY

WEDNESDAY 10TH JUNE
UNIT 3 & 4 GAT EXAM

TUESDAY 9TH - FRIDAY 12TH JUNE
YEAR 11 EXAMS

FRIDAY 12TH JUNE
REPORT WRITING DAY

FRIDAY 12TH JUNE
ANNUAL INTERNATIONAL 

STUDENT CULTURAL EXCURSION
MONDAY 22ND - 

FRIDAY 26TH JUNE
YEAR 9 & 10 EXAMS

FRIDAY 26TH JUNE
LAST DAY OF TERM 2
SATURDAY 27TH JUNE
YEAR 12 FORMAL

PLEASE NOTE:
These dates are current at 

date of publishing but could 
change at any time.

JASON NGUYEN 
YEAR 11

PUBLICITY
EMILY NGUYEN

YEAR 11

VICE PRESIDENT

JACQUELINE GADEA
YEAR 11

PRESIDENT

HUYEN TRAN LAM TRINH
YEAR 10

SECRETARY
QUYNH TRAN

YEAR 10

VIC SRC AMBASSADOR
ISABELA RAYMUNDO

YEAR 11

VICE PRESIDENT

CHARLOTTE GADEA
YEAR 9

TASHA LA
YEAR 9

MICHELLE LUU
YEAR 9

FUNDRAISING

EWAN MAGEE
YEAR 10

ENVIRONMENT

ANNIE NGUYEN
YEAR 9

ROSE MARY LYNN 
SAWMHAL YEAR 9

EDUCATION AND MAINTENANCE

Education and Maintenance:  Improving 
College facilities, programs and curricu-
lum. 

FAIZA HASHI
YEAR 11

SAMIRA ISMAIL
 YEAR 11

SOCIAL

SRC PORTFOLIOS

LOUIS LUU
YEAR 10

CHERRY WIN THANG ENG
YEAR 11

CING NU LAITENG
YEAR 11

WELLBEING

Wellbeing:  Providing a safe and supportive environment 
for both students and teachers by encouraging a healthy 
lifestyle and mindset. 

The SRC empowers students by providing them with the opportunity to participate in decision making 
within Braybrook College and our wider community. It is a vehicle for student voice and, as a collective, we 
hope to influence outcomes and put forward views, concerns and ideas that will enhance our educational 
experience. 

2020 is promising to be an exciting year for the SRC.  Students from Year 7-12 are representing their 
peers, attending weekly meetings and planning upcoming projects. 

Please share your ideas with the executive or portfolio heads at any time or join us on Wednesday lunch-
times in B1-B6.  The SRC is open to the entire student body and it is important to have diverse represen-
tation.  You, can help us, make a difference!
Jacqueline Gadea - SRC President 

Fundraising:  Organising events with the aim of raising 
funds for local and global charities as determined by stu-
dents.

Social Events:  Planning and holding 
events for students of all year levels of 
varying interests to increase student con-
nectedness. 

YEAR 7 CYBERBUSTERS PERFORMANCE
All Year 7 students were involved with the 
Cyberbusters anti-bullying program which 
was conducted by Class Act Productions. 
The Cyberbusters play combines relevant 
contemporary issues such as online safety 
and cyberbullying, with a sparkling mixture 
of humour, song and dance. Class Act 
plays use the language of the schoolyard 
to bring serious issues to life, making them 
easily understandable to everyone.  The 
performance encouraged students to show 
leadership and stand up against bullying.

Mr Ladbrook


